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Royal Highneſs 
MARY of ESTE' 
Dutcheſs of AL B ANY, &c: 


Madam, 
He Zeal T fmd run through 
_ the whole Nation to expreſs 
its high value for your Roy 
al Highneſs, has begot in me an am- 
F bition to promote ſo Noble a Deſign ; 
'} and fmce the appearance of ſo mean 
* 4 perſon at Court could add nothing 
to its Luſtre, I bave ſet my thoughts 
at work how to contribute ſomewhat 
towards it in my retirement. 

At Jour firſt coming among #5, 
-08r Loyalty to: our Soveraign,; ind 
01r 0 to his only Brother, diſpo- 
A'S fed 


The Epiſtle 


ſed us to. do every thing in our power 


that might be acceptable to ſo great 
a Princeſs : But Your Royal High» 
neſs's condeſcending * to the ſumpli- 
city in which we live, Vour affable 
deportment towards all that have the 
honour to come near ' Your Peron , 
and Your ſeeming pleaſed with -our 
weak endeavours to ſerve You, do 
Juſtly challenge that reſpett as "ous 
now to Your ſelf , which we muit 
however -have paid to Your Quality. 

- When we refletted how long we 
had been: ſtrangers. to a Court, we 
could not but think our ſelves il fit- 
ted to receive a Princeſs Born and 
Bred in the Paradiſe of the World ; 


One whom the Greateſt Courts of 


Chriſtendom had admired , and 
who had been uſed to nothing below 
the bet of our Britiſh Accommoda« 
tion : only as we then knew Your Roy- 
al Highneſs came prepared to bear 
with 
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with the plainneſs of a Northern Cli- 
mate ; ſo we ſince find you. are im 
Jome meaſure delighted with it: and. 
Wwe begm 0 flutter our ſelves, that 


the happmeſs of ſo illuſtrious a Gueſt, 
which was procured to us at firit by 


= -lour Obedience, is'now continued to 


us by your choice. | 
1 beſe things having already gain- 
ed Your Royal FlighneſS the bearts of 
all this Kingdom, I thought I could 
| not employ my ſelf better than im en- 
# deavouring to confirm our Venerati- 
on for Your perſon, by an. account of 
Your Family ; and as we eafily ima- 
gined it to be no Ordinary One, [5 
upon an exatt ſearch, I find that 
Iraly has-nothing more - Ancient or 

Great to boat of. 
Your Heroick Anceſtors have been 
arers in all the Memorable Tranſ- 
ations of Italy theſe twelve bun- 
dred years and upward : T bey have 
A? oftner 
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oftner than once reſcued it from the 
Barbarous Nations; thei Reputa» 
tion for great Generals' has ſet them 
ſmce on the Head of moſt of the con- 
ſfiderable Armies of Lombardy, and 
no Blood has been more prodigally 
ſacrificed in their National Quarrels, 
than that of Eſte. Nor has Italy 
alone been the 'T heatre of their Glo- 
rious AFtions, or the Seat of their 
Greatneſs; Germany 1s able to bear 
teſtimony of both. ''\T'be Ancient 
Dukes of Bavaria, fo famous in His 
ſtory, were Princes of Eſte ; and 
their Off-ſpring , the preſent Dukes 
of Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, 

who in Birth yield to no German, 
and who have had the Imperial Crown 
m their Family, yet ſeem to glory, 


Madam, i their being deſcended 


of Yours. To all this we muſt add 


the oreat Alliances by which the 
Princes of Your "moFt Serene Family 
| have 


Devpicartory. 
have wiſely kept up their Grandeur, 
as appears by their matchmg into the 
Houſes of Auſtria, of France, and 
of Arragon, and to mot of the 
Royal Families of Europe ; ſo that 
I my with much aſſurance ſay, That 
there is no Nobley Blood in Chri- 
ſtendom than what runs in Your 
Royal Highneſ#'s Veins, and that the 
Greatneſs of Your Birth is not mfe= 
riour to that of Your Condition, it be- 
ing but ſutable that a Princeſs of a 
Family next in Dignity to thoſe of 
Crown'd beads, ſhould be ſet next a 
T brone. 

So great an Argument deferved, 
1 confeſs, to have been managed by a 
better Pen ; yet how much ſoever it 
may ſuffer in my hands, T am infi- 
nitely bebolden to the negligence of 
others, that reſerved to me the ho- 
nour of paying You this Tribute, which 
T offer with all bumility to Your Royal 
A 4 Highneſs, 


-— 
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Gracious Acceptance," my. Pains are, 


exceſſi vely. rewarded; and 1 ſhall 
hereafter glory in what d dare/\not 


Jet own without raſhyieſs; for ſeeing 
the work is more {ikely.;to. loſe than 


gain reputation by ſo obſcure an Awe 
thor, .T have not«the confidence to 
make my. ſelf. publick by any other 
Name, than that o being, 


MADAM, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 


moſt humble; moſt obedient, 


and moſt dutiful Servant. 


"ater i 0-274: 

S the Invention of Printing 

Y proved yery-Inſtramental to- 
wards the reſcueof theworld 

from. the Ignorance ' which 
over-run it;in-former Ages; ſo the 
great exceſles-of the Preſs at preſent 
are like to give a deadly blow: to all 
manner of Learning. When the hard. 
purchaſe of good. Manuſcripts had 
made, that Knowledge was long en- 
groſſed into a few, and thoſe but ill 
hands; no wonder, if upon the:Prefles 
enlightning Ezrope, its 1cions 
were received with greedmeſs;'News 
from the Fairs of Francfort were then 
as curiouſly enquired after,”as we 10 
this Politick: and bufie Age-do after 
intrigues of State. Ancient Authors 
purged from the rubbilly of illiterate 
Copiſts were publiſhed with great 
care 3 every year likewiſe brongn 

rt 
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forth ſome new Picce of folid Learn- 
ing, .and_our Fathers 1n little more 
than one Century retrieved what 
their Anceſtors had loft in many. 
But men grew ſoon weary of fo 
much-application , "and reſolved ei- 
ther to attainunto Knowledge upen 
eaſier terms or not at all z whereup. 
on the French, who. pretend to give 
Laws, to:the world in every thing, 
have fect up a modiſh ſort of compey- 
dious- Learning , which requires no 
great ſtudy, as it gives no deep im- 
prefiions. and thus have loaded us 


- with a vaſt number of empty Books: 


and though it mult be allowed they 
have given us ſome incomparable 
pieces of late upon ſeveral Argu- 
ments 3- yet theſe bearing no propor- 
tion-in number to the others which 
are more. commonly put into ſtran- 


gers hands, they have the ill luck ro 


paſs generally for ſuperficial Authors, 
In our Neighbour Natton the Poli- 
ticks are {o in vogue, and ſo much 
money and time is conſumed in them, 
that any thing of more valuable 
Learning 15 too much laid aſide : 
their Term Catalogues are ſtuffed 

with 


v* 
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with idle Pamphlets; it is thought 
but a barren 620 that brings not 
more than one Treartife tolight.z nay, 
I am informed they are now:come to 
that pitch, that the Curious:muſt be 
with their Bookſeller once a day. to 
ſee' what new things are come::out 
that morning : and moſt of: theſe 
hke Muſhroms, as they are'' hatch- 
ed'1n one day or week at moſt,-fo 
they ſeldom ſurvive another, and then 
like things antiquated and out of 
date, they are juſtly condemned for 
waſte paper. So that by the conſtant 
recruits of thefe- 11} digeſted pieces, 
which are ſet off with all the advan- 
tages of ſpecious Titles, men ſcarce 
know what to read 3 and many be- 
ing drawn in by ſuch charms; 'and 
finding afterwards by thetr ill choice 
much of their time miſ-imploy'd, are 
too apt to concelve a prejudice.”a- 
ainſt all Books. In ſhort, Printing 
ing now a Trade upon which» a 
great many others depend; and the 
Stationers who manage it, looking no 
farther than their preſent advantage, 
there is juſt ground given us to'ap- 
prehend, that this ungovernd Li- 
- cence 
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echoe of the Preſs may bring the next 


e under as great an averſion for 
Books, as the former had curioſity a- 
bout them. 

The world being thus overſtock'd 
in Authors, and moſt men thinking 
themſelves imperfe& in their profeſ- 
fion till they make a ſhift to be 1h 
print, it may ſeem ſtrange that here 
among us We contribute ſo little to- 
wards this general abuſe, and are fo 
far from this vanity, that like people 
bred long in the Countrey we have 
not confidence. to - appear in the 
croud, even when we are invited to 
it; but ſuffer the Preſs to lye 1dle, as 
if we were reſolved by our obſtinate 
ſilence to let the world grow unac- 
quainted with us, and after this man- 
ner to loſe the reputation we once 
had for Learning and vivacity of Spi- 
rt. 

When Learning was reſtored, and 
men began to have a more refined 
taſt of Books, our Nation produced 
ſome who did advance as early to- 
wards the ancient Purity of Writing 
as any other, the {talians 'only ex- 
cepted.  HeFor Bocthius if he had 


not 
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not been obſcured by greater Lights 
that came after him, At paſt for: no 
ordinary man :. It is true; -his too 
much atfeCting to imitate Livy, put 
him often upon making long dull 
ſpeeches in Councils and Armies; and 
the humour of that age being no leſs 
for believing and reporting extrava- 
gant things than the Heathens were, 
he almoſt out-does Lzvy in relating 
unuſual, if not incredible events : yet 
with all that alloy it cannot be de- 
nied that he writ as well as any of 
his Contemporaries. Next to  Boe- 
thizs comes Leſiy, whoſe temper and 
way of writing are excellent, only 
his ſtyle, though in the main ſtrokes 
it be good, yet in many places wants 
finiſhing, and is not altogether free 
from errours. Buchanan excelled not 
only all that went before him 1n his 
own Countrey, but had ſcarce his 
Equal in that Learned Age wherein 
he lived ; he ſpent the firſt flame and 
rage of his fancy in Poetry, in which 
whether he did imitate Virgil in He- 
roicks, Ovid in Elegiacks, Lacretias 
in writing Philoſophy, Sezeca in Tra- 
gedies, Martial inEpigrams, or _— 
an 
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and al in Satyrs, he copied after 


choſe great Maſters ſo perfectly, that 
nothing ever approached nearer the 
Original; and his Immortal Para- 
phraſe on the Pſalms doth ſhew, that 
neither the conſtraint of a limited 
matter, the darkneſs of expreſſion, 
nor the frequent returns of the ſame 
or the like phraſes could confine or 
_ Exhauſt that vaſt Genius. Art laſt, in 
his old age, when his thoughts were 
purified by long reflection and bufi- 
neſs, and a true judgment came 1n 
the room of one of the richeſt Fan- 
cies that ever, was, he wrote our Hi- 
tory with ſuch beauty, of ſtyle, eafi- 
neſs of expreſſion, and exacneſs in 
all its parts, that no Service nor Ho- 
nour could have been done the. Na- 
tion like it, had he ended fo Noble a 
Work as he began and carried it on 
till King James the fifth's death : but 
being unhappily engaged in a Fatti- 
on, and reſcntments working violent- 
ly upon him, he ſuffered himſelf to 
be ſo ſtrangely byaſled, that in the 
relations he gives of many of the 
tranſactions of his own time, he may 
rather paſs for a Satyriſt than an Hi- 


{torian : 


The Preface. 
ſtorian : Notwithſtanding this great 


blemiſh, few durſt venture to con- 
tinue ſo elaborate a Work, or write 
of our Afﬀairs after him ; yet this muſt 
be ſaid of Johnſton, that nothing 
makes him ſo little conſidered as his 
coming after Buchanan. Dempſter 
was like to have eſcaped me, who of 
all others ſhews the greateſt zeal and 
induſtry in recovering every frag- 
ment of Antiquity, which may either 
help to illuſtrate the darker Ages of 

our Church, or raiſe the Glory of our 
Nation; but a ſtrain of bigottry that 
runs through every Line of him, doth 
much weaken, his Authority amongſt 
us. In our own Language Dram 
0nd, if his inclinations to Poetry 
had not carried him too far in a flo- 
rid way of writing, had been more 
deſervedly valued : But Arch-biſhop 
Spot fwood by affefting the other ex- 
tream, and uſing an inimitable plain- 
neſs of {tyJe,has ſomething in him that 
Is great, and takes highly with all dif- 


cerning people. L 

I only mention thoſe who have 
done themſelves and their Countrey 
credit bywriting of our own Affairs 


for 


» * 
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for if with the two Barclays, whom 
France doth envy us, and the won- 
derful Creighton whom 1taly cheriſh- 
ed and admired as a ſecond Pics, T 
ſhould bring in thoſe of our Nation 
that have been eminently Learned in 
their ſeveral Profeſſions, they would 
make/a pompous ſhew : But I con- 
fels I can take no pleaſure in number- 
ing up our Glorious Anceſtors, or 1h 
boaſting of our paſt merits,being tru- 
ly ſenſible how unhappy ' we ' have 
been of late. We meet with none of 
our refined - Wits in the Courts a- 
broad, nor of our Eminent Profeſſors 
in their Univerſities to welcom us in 
. ourtravels, as formerly; and the learn- - 
ed men we have at home will only 
be known for ſuch to their friends mn 
confidence, as if there were danger 
in their being diſcovered. And while 
the French and Engliſh by a fondneſs 
natural to moſt People, admire too 
much their own Writers; we'ſeem 
to be without the reach- of this tem- 
ptation : for except one Noble Law- 
yer, whom his own Elegant Pen 
doth commend much - beyond any 
thing Lam able to ſay, and one Ex- 
traordinary 
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ordinary Divine, who. having 
ratefully ſacrificed the firſt-fruits of 
1s labours to his own Countrey, has 
Ince deſerved of our Neighbours to 

advanced amongft their choiceſt 
iſtorians; We have not, that I know 
f, any elſe whom we can with any 
eaſon admire. It may therefore be 
o improper part of a Preface, to 
onſider what ſhould bring us un- 
er ſuch a ſcarcity of Writers, when 
all other Nations ſeem to be cloyed 
with too great abundance. 

I ſhould be thought an 1]! Apo- 
logiſt for my Countrey, and a worſe 
Rage, to infiſt much upon the cold- 
neſs of the Climate, or the barren- 

{neſs of the foi}, which bave been the 
fame in our moſt flouriſhing condi- 
tion : But there are two things re- 
markable in our preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, which I ſhall preſume to offer, as 
the true reaſons of the decreaſe of 
Learned Writers amongſt us : The 
& ' one 1s, that Divines, who bave in all 
4 | Ages been the chief Prefervers and 

Improvers of Knowledge, are here 
© | fo unhappily diſtrafted by the divt- 
E | ſions now on foot, that they have 
i a no 


\ 
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no heart to undertake or adyance 


any conſiderable deſign in Learning, 7 


When controverſiesariſe that give oc- 


caſion to great and ſolid debates, | 


theſe quicken the induſtry of the 


=P 
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contending Parties to diſcover ſuch 
things as may be for the advantage | 


of their cauſe : but as our differences 
are ſuch as can never admit of a 
Learned Confatation, ſo there is no 


encouragement for any man to go 


about it who knows our preſent tem- 


. per. For itis plain, that an obſtinate 


reſolution to continue the breach, 


ſcorns to yield to the ſtrongeſt con-- | 
viction of reaſon ;3- yet this unac- |: 


countable Schiſm has raiſed ſo vio- © 


lent heats, and brought our Clergy | 


under ſuch contempt, that we can- 
not reaſonably expe great things 
from them; and which is indeed more 


deplorable, men of better Genius's, | £b 


ſeeing the difficulties with which 


they ſtruggle, do follow other em- 
ployments : ſo that if our condition 
be bad on this account in the preſent = 
Age, it is like to be worſe in the next. 2 


Beſides, though great care has been 


taken in the Conſtitution of our 
Church 
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Z Church to preſerve the inferiour Cler- 
gy from poverty 3 yet there are not 


' 2X thoſe advantages of Books and pri- 


= vacy for encouraging extraordinary 
Z perſons in their ſtudies, with which 
other Nations abound. 

But that which beyond all other ' 
things has ſet us ſo far back in learn- 
ing, is bur having no more the great 
incitements, which a Courts refiding 
among us would afford : We do1n- 
deed rejoyce with our King that his 
*= Empire is fo conſiderably enlarged by 
© the acceſſion of a double Crown; we 
** acknowledge alſo with all gratefull 
>" Duty, that our Princes indulgent 
2 tenderneſs for their Ancient and Na- 
2 tive Kingdom ever fince their depar- 
" ture, has made them carefull to con- | 
>> tinue to us our former happineſs in 
22 every thing ſave in their Royal pre- 
+7 ſence. They have left their Revenue 
2; to circulate among us for the ſupport 
of the Government, they have never 
given us up to the uneaſie domina- 
| tion of Strangers, under which we 
27 ſufficiently ſmarted in the ſhort time 
= of our Union with France; we have 


2 3X been admitted to a ſhare 1n the beſt 
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Offices of Erzeland and Ireland, and 
made no ſmall part of our Princes 
Court; and if of late for want of pay- 
ing our attendance there, we are not 
ſo frequently advanced to high Stati- 
ons, yet we are ſenſible that all the 
truſts, honours and advantages of our 
' own Countrey remain entire 1n our 
- hands, ſo that no additional King- 
dom, no not Arragor it (elf, with all 
its high priviledges, has leſs reaſon to 
complain. | 
But after all this and much more 
that might be added of the Juſtice 
and Goodneſs of our three laſt Kings, 
which well deſerve the enlargements 
of a Nobler Pen, we are (till unhap- 
py. becauſe deprived by our Princes 
abſence of all the advantages that ac- 
crew to Learning from the nearneſs 
of a Court : We have no foreign Mi- 
niſters among us, nor ſend we any 
beyond Sea, by which we might keep 
correſpondence with the world a- 
broad ; ſtrangers now have no occa- 
fion to come within our borders and 
we ſeem to be in all reſpects cut off 
from the Society of Mankind : We 
complain not of Nature for caſting 
us 
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_ us into a corner of the world, into a 


es | lean ſoil, and a Climate remote from 
the Sun ; it is our Kings diſtance from 


ot & us we more heartily lament than the 
Fl Suns : His Anceſtors benign influ- 
5 ence made us eafie under all the in- 
ir X conveniencies Nature expoſed us to, 
ir i and his perſon is a happineſs which 
7- 4. we envy our Neighbours much more 
11 X than their ſouthern ſituation.” The 
o 7 chief reaſon then why we languiſh 

2 in Virtue, and the Muſcs grow bar- 
e 7 ren among us, is, becauſe of late we 
a 4 neither feel the dew, nor the warmth 


of Royal Patronage 3 for certainly 
nothing can give ſo cffcCtual a check 
to great and aſpiring minds, or keep 
them from. that generous Conteſt , 
who ſhall deſerve beſt of the Go-. 
vernment by any Learned underta- 
king, as to ſee themſelves almoſt with- 
out the reach both of the Princes eye 
and of his hand. 

Ot all this the following Hiſtory 
gives us a (ignal inſtance. While Fer- 
rara was happy inits Dukes and their 
Court, it was one of the Nobleſt pla- 
ces of Italy, Learning had ſuch encou- 


ragement there, that not only the Na- 
| a 3 tives 
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tives ſaw their Intereſt in ſtudying, 
but ſtrangers from all places were at- 
trated by the bounty of thoſe Princes. 
When Romedid moſtſhametully neg- 
le& the Greek Profeſiors, Ferrara and 
Florence cheriſhed them, and to the 
glorious proteftionof the moſt Serene 
Houſe of Ejte, and that of Medicz, [- 
taly chiefly owed its encreaſeof know- 
= WK : But fince by the Popes unjuſt 
uſurpation Ferrara is turnd an accef- 
ſary principality to that which iscalled 
S* Peter's Patrimony, the world hears 
no more news from thence; that.U- 
niverſity which was formerly ſo Fa- 
mous is ſeldom now mentioned, and 
the ſpirits of the [nhabitants are ſunk 
with their City almoſt into rub- 
biſh. 

Having thus pointed at what a bet- 
ter Writer could more fully deſcribe 
concerning the true cauſes of the de- 
cay of Learning among(t us, I now 
come to give an account of the Rea- 
ſons and Deſign of my preſent un- 
dertaking. I obſerved that the Ex- 
gliſh had taken care to furniſh us by 
way of Tranſlation with the general 
Hiſtories of Countries , but leſſer 
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E Principalities lay ſtill neglefted, tho? 
7 in ſich we often meet with'cunous 
22 and great' tranſactions thar' are not 
Z commonlyknown. After ÞFhad-theres 
= fore reſolved to make ſome attempe 
= of this kind, my acquaintance with 
= 1talian Authors enclined me molt to 


* Italy, which has always been the 
Theatre of the moſt memorable A&i- 


1 


2 ons; and there the Princes of Ets 
b — themſelves as beſt deferv-' 


fy o 


= ing my pains, in regard of the'great 
- influence they have had upon the 
= Affairs of that Countrey for many 
7 Ages : but that which fully determi- 


* ned my choice was a hearty deſire 


2 ” of making ſome ſmall. acknowledge- 
>> ment of the Honour which her Royal 


: Highneſs the Dutcheſs of Albany now 
3 1 = does our Nation; and I had reaſon to 


2 believe that nothing could be more 
Y gratefull to my Countrey-men, or 


#7 more ſutable to the Veneration they 
_* have for her Highneſs, than an ac- 


A count of that Illuſtrious Race of 
* Princes, of whom ſhe is deſcended. 
UT bave affeqed the ſimplicity of an 
Jrikſtorical ſtyle, which next to fide- 
U, © lity and exacneſs, I look on as the 

| a 4 chief 
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chief Ornament of ſuch a Work. AF. 

ter peruſing carefully alt the Hiſto- 
rians of the Family, I chiefly conſult- 
ed Sigonizs, Jovius and Guicciardin, 7 
and found ſome trouble in digeſting * 

my matter into ſo ſhort a —_— $. 
If I am approved of by judicious or 7. 
diſcerning perſons, ſo that this Eflay | 
is favourably received, it will encou- | 
rage me to go on with the ſecond 7 
part, where together with what im- 
mediately relates ro the Dukes of 
Modena, I ſhall take occafion to treat 

more largely than hitherto I have 
done, of what has paſt of late in thoſe 7 
parts; but if I have the luck to be | 


little read, or much cenſured, as this | 
1s my firſt Eſſay, fo it is like to be my *: 
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CHAP. I. 
The riſe of the Eſte, and. the 
f Pars 67-4 jt 


.. ſhare it. bore great Octurrences 
of Italy; duving the Iruaſions of the 
Huns, Vandals, pa gary. gr 
53--73-"ppe | 


EAR'the Evita Elk, 
betwixt Verona and _ Pa- 
doua, lyes Eſte, a place of 


ſome account with the Ro- 

Mans, bue better known fince their 
times for giving the denomination to 
the moſt illuſtrious Family of which I 
am now to treat. The 477; if we 
| B give 
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give credit to antient Records,retired 
rom Rome while yet a Republick, 
and ſetling here , laid the foundation | 
of their future Greatneſs under the | 
Emperours long before the barbarous 
Nations attempted the umry 0 of 
Ttaly. But leſt by going too far back | 
we be apt to miſtate the way, where 
ſo tew footſteps remain to direct us, I 
ſhall begin only\about the middle of | 
the- fifth Century, whence the pro- | 
{pet downward is clearer; and do 
judge thys ſufficient to aſſert the anti- | 
quity of the Houſe of Eſte, with- # 
out borrowing the help of doubtful | 
conjecures to raiſe it higher. | 
Ano Chriſſi The News of Atilas March to- 
452. Wards Zaly, made thoſe who were 
moſt in danger, think of putting 
themſelves in b me poſtureof defence; * 
and the general rendezvous being ap- ? 
pointed at Padoxa, the firſt man that 
appeared there with any conſiderable Þ 
Train, was Foreſi#s of Eſte, whoſe ? 
forwardneſs we find. rewarded with 
the Command of the Forces ſent to re- 
lieve Aquileia. In his March thuher 7 
he put ſixteen thouſand Hwrs to Hght, 
by whom Atila having notice © | 
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| approach, and gueſfing at his Deſign, 


did what he could to prevent him: 
But Foreſt#s, animated by his former 
ſucceſs, forced his. paſſage through 
ſome part of the Army, and got ſafe 
into the City with the choiceſt of his 
Troops. His courage and vigilance at 
firſt diſappointed Atila 1n all his at- 
tempts, till in a Sally, by the treache- 


iN | ry of ſome of his Souldiers, he was 


rawn into an ambuſh, where it 1s be- 
lieved he fell by Atila's own hand. 
His Son Acarinus equally concern- 


7 ed to defend his Countrey, and re- 
| venge Foreſtuss death , brought 


ſuch ſupplies to the befteged as help'd 
to delay the Fate of the City ; but fa- 
mine and the Befiegers obſtinacy cut- 
ting off at length all hopes of deliver- 
ance, after a lony and vigorous refi(t- 
ance they retired by night to (7rads, 
where they were ſcarce well arrived, 
when the flames began to appear 
that in a few hours buried Aquileia 
Ir its Aſhes, asa laſting Monument of 


= Milzs cruelty. 


The next place of importance after 
Aquileia was Altinum, built upon the 
Brink of the 4driatich, which A4tila 

B 2 preſently 
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preſently gave order to block up: 
yet his great expedition could not 
keep Acarinus from ſupplying it with 
men and proviſion, nor from going 
thither in perſon to ſce that nothing 
were wanting for its defence - but 
finding all endeavours prove inette- 
Ctual, he got together what Boats and 
Shallops the neighbouring Villagesaf- 
forded and conveyed the [nhabitants 
ſafe to the I(lands of Borar, Mazorbo 
and Torce/lo, leaving the bare Walls 
to the mercy of the Conquerour who 
treated Altinum as he had done Aqui- 
teza. 

Thoſe of Treviſo, Padoua, and Vi- 
cenza, not willing to truſt Atila's cle- 
mency, nor yet in a condition to re- 
fiſt him, were adviſed by Acarinxs to 
ſhelter themſelves at Malamoco and le- 
veral other little IfJands near enough 
to be furniſhed with neceſlaries from 
the Land, and yet ſecure from the 
Huns attacks 3 and he himſelf percei- 
ving how ſucceſsful he had been in ad- 
viſiong his Neighbours, thought it high 
time to provide for the ſafety of thoſe 
who were more immediately under 
his care and protection , returning 

: there- 
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therefore to Es before the Huns 


could reach it, he conducted his peo- 


ple to Paleſtrina, and Chiozza, near 


the mouth of the Po. 
Every place-afterwards yiclding to 


b Atila's viKtorious Army, the Country 


was ſoon over-run 3 and he loaded 
with the ſpoils of ſo many Cities, 


thought fit to go home, and disbur- 


then himſelf, reſolving to return the 
next year 3 but a ſudden. Death oc- 
caſfioned, as ſome ſay, by poiſon; or 
as others, by drunkenneſs; put a (top 
to this torrent, freed [taly from the 
apprehen(ion ofa ſecond invaſion, and 
the World from ſuch a ſcourge of 
Gods wrath as former Ages had not 
fc1t. 

This drew Acarinns back to E5te 
with thoughts to repair the Walls, 
had not freſh troubles diverted him. 
The Empreſs, full of reſentment a- 
gainſt Maximns for procuring the 
death of her Husband Valentinian the 


2 UI. called in Gerferick King of the 
XZ Yandals, who waited only for ſuch 
2X an invitation. Whereever the Var- 
3x 4als came they left greater marks of 


their cruelty than ever the Hurs had 
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done z the only comfort was, they 
made no long ſtay, but went back in- 8 
to Africk,, and in requital of the Em- # 


prefies kindneſs carried her and her. | 


two Daughters with them as Tro- 
phees of their Victory. 


Ttaly had not time to breathe after 3 


ſuch a terrible blow when the Alains 
who had hitherto contained them- #8 


ſelves in France and Spair, croſs'd the 


Alpes to ſeize upon what the Vandals 
had left; the people therefore whom 


Acarinus had made retire unto the Wt 


Iſlands of the Adriatick, finding things 


every day grow worſe, choſe rather FR 


to ſ{truggle with the inconveniences ” 


did the repeated Ca 


well as the maintainer of its Liberty : 
So that in this alone 1[taly muſt own it 


EY: + 
ſelf ſufficiently rewarded for what it 3 
then ſuffered, and all may here trace 
the admirable methods of Divine Pro- ©: 
vidence, which made uſe of thoſe 


barbarous Nations to raiſe this bul- 


wark © 


f by ; 
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of thoſe barren habitations than to be #7 
expoſed to freſh dangers; and then 7 
th of Italy 7 
give the firſt beginnings to the City 2* 
and Republick of Venice, which have 7% 
ſince prov its greateſt Ornament, as 7? 


- 
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wark for after Ages againſt the en- 
croaching greatneſs te, the Ottoman 
2X Power, more formidable to [Italy and 
er F# to all Chriſtendom than ever were 
0- BS Huns, Vandals or Alains. 

But to return to Acarinss, his me- 
ZE rit was now too well known to be 
= long without employment. Severi- 
2X 2» the Emperour having raiſed an 


© Richimer Commander in chief, and 
EE” Acarinus General of the Horſe, the 
== next place in dignity and truſt under 
= him; and in this he did behave him- 
*X ſelf (o well, that the ſucceſs of that 
XZ great battel near Bergamo, in which 
the King of the Alains was killd, his 
Army 1rrecoverably loſt, and Italy 
thereby once more freed from (lavery 
was chietly due to Acarinws's con- 
dut. Whereupon he was made Go- 
vernour of all beyond the River A- 
theſis, as the fitteſt perſon to guard 
the Frontiers againſt the barbarous 
Nations which commonly made their 
inroads that way. 

All the reſt of his life he enjoy'd 
this great truſt which few had either 
merit or courage to aſpire to; at laſt 
B 4 Odoacer 


Army to chaſe away the Alains, made 
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Oadoacer King of the Herules confider- | 
ing to what a weak paſs the Empire | 
was brought, ventured to tread the } 
footſteps of the Alains, and found 
Acarinus ready to oppoſe him, Af- 
ter ſeveral skirmiſhes they came to a 
general Engagement , not far from 


Lode, where Acarinus, over-power- P A 
ed by number, and refuſing to yield, # 
ſealed all his generous undertakings | 


for his Country with his life. He 
being killed, Odoacer met with little 
more refiltance ; but having taken 
Anguſtulus Priſoner, he became Ma- 
ſter of [taly.And thus was the Weſtern 
Empire utterly aboliſhed, which by 
Foreign Invations and Civil Broils had 
been 1n a languiſhing condition of a 
long time. 

Acarinus had two Wives, the for- 
mer was GardenaQueen of Damaſcus, 
who accompanying Ati/2 in his Ex- 
pedition was perſwaded to exchange 
her Crown for the Chriſtian Religi- 
on. By her he had Atizs, ſo named 
from his Family; and by a ſecond 
Wife he had Conſtantine. 

Though Odoacer's Government 
proved more gentle than was n_ 
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Y id, yet Atizs (or Azo, a great name 
ZFncein the Houſe of Eſte Yand his Bro- | 


her Conſtantizs, not thinking them- 
elves ſecure, retired into Germany z 
and coming into the Court of Theodo 
Duke of Bavaria, had a reception 


ZZfrom him full of reſpect and kindneſs, 
*Zwhich he afterwards confirmed by the 
Marriage of his Daughter to Azo. 


When Zeno was created Emperor 


zof the Eaſt, as he was concerned for 

his Title to [taly, though not able to 
EZ make it good, fo being willing like- 
2 wiſe to find employment for a War- 
= like Prince abroad, whom he look'd 
*2Z upon as a dangerous Neighbour, he 
= declared Theodorick King of the O- 
| ſtrogoths his General againſt Odoacer. 
== Theodorick clothed in this Expedition 
2# with the Emperours Authority found 


many Friends, and none more zealous 
than Azo and Conſtantivs, In the 


» 2X three ſeveral Battles where Odoacer 
- XZ was overthrown, . and at the Stege of 


Ravenna, where he was glad to yield 


| ZZ up apart of his Kingdom to fave the 
= relt. Theſe two Brothers were emi- 
7 nently ſerviceable to Theodoricksz and 


83 he had found them moſt a&ive - 
is 
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his Eſtabliſhment, fo in his long and 
glorious Reign none ſhared deeper 
1n his favour and bounty than both 
of them did. 

In the life of 4zo we find little af- 
terwards remarkable, but his Brothers 
laſt ation, far ſurpaſſed all that he 
had formerly done. For when The- 
odatus imprifoned Amalaſuntha T heo- 
dorick's Daughter, Conſtantins mind- 
ful of his obligations to that Faonly, 


_ uſed all poſſible means for her eſcape; 


which the Tyrant ſuſpeQing, thought 
not himſelf ſecure till he put her to 
death. Thisdid ſo affe& Conſtartins, 


that he ſent immediately to Juſtiniar 


the Emperour to give him an account 
of the tragical end of the innocent 
Queen, and to implore hisaid againſt 
the Murtherer, aſſuring him of his 
and his friends aſhiſtance, if he would 
eſpoule ſo juſt a cauſe. The Empe- 
rour embracing the invitation, inva- 
ded Italy, and Conſtantizs who made 
good his promiſe, had the fatisfaftion 
to ſee Theodatus dethron'd and kill'd. 
With muchado heeſcaped the fury of 
Vitiges, who lookt upon him as the 
chief Author of this war, and liv'd 


not. 
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not long enough to ſee the progreſs 
Belliſarins made. 
 Baſilizs his Son, and Boniface his 
Coſen , who accompanied Belliſari- 
44 in his firſt expedition, were upon 
his being recalled in danger of falling 
into Totzla's hands; nor do we hear a- 
ny more of them till Narſes came to ac- 
compliſh what Bel/iſarizs had twice be- 
gun. The reputation it ſeems ofthis Ge- 
neral encouraged them to take Armes, 
for both of them aiſiſted in that great 
battel where Totila was kilfd , and 
the Goths overthrown ; and here Bo- 
” 2 fighting valiantly upon the Head 
of the Auxiliary Troops received a 
wound of which he ſoon after dyed, 
leaving bis Son Valerian with his Co- 
ſen Baſilizs, to help Narſes in profe- 
cuting this War, which ended in the 
extirpation of the Eaſtern Goths after 
they had reigned above feventy two 
years in [taly. 
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CHAP. IL. 4 


The Progreſs of the Family under the 
Reign of the Lombards. 


| wn and Valerian ſeeing [taly b1 
thus reunited to the Empire af- 

ter ſo Jong a Train of miſcries, were 
expeCting to taſte the fruits of peace 
and of Narſes's bounty, when on a 
ſudden the Lombards, a people not 
yet known inghe Weſtern Parts of 
the World, threatened them with a 
new Storm. Here the Greek and La- 
tine Hiſtorians do much differ ; for 
theſc in relating the cauſe of the Lowe- 
bard's invaſion fix it upon Narſes, 
who after having recovered 1aly to 
the Emperour, expected to receive a 
treatment ſuitable to his merit 3 but 
Juſtin the Second, governed by his 
Empreſs, as Juſtini4n had been all a- 
long by Theodora, (lighted the ſervice 
which he could not ſufficiently re- 
ward , and was ſo il! adviſed as to 
make known his diſpleaſure againſt 
Narſes before his return ; whereupon 
Narſes, 
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Narſes, as the Latines write, called in 
the Lombards; but, grieved for what 
he had done, dyed before their arri- 
val. The Greeks, who allow great 
weakneſs and ingratitude 1n the Em- 
perour's carriage in ſuffering a Gene- 
ral to be expoſed to the affronts of 
his Empreſs and her Women, who 
had deſerved ſo well the honour of 
a triumph, with every thing elſe 
that the Emperour could do in ac- 
knowledgment of his extraordinary 
merit ; ſay nothing of his being pri- 
vy to the Lombard's Delign : but on 
the contrary highly extol the pru- 
dence, courage and piety of Narſes, 
which certainly they would never 
have done, had they known his laſt 
action to be ſo black. 

Whoever they were that betrayed 
Italy to the Lombards, we are ſure 
Baſilizs and Valerian of Eſte had no 
hand in it, they being the only per- 
ſons who had the courage with a few 
Followers to ſtop Alboinus 1n his pal- 
ſage. In this they followed the ex- 
ample of their glorious Anceſtor Fo- 
reitus, but cameThort of his ſucceſs ; 
for their Forces bearing no proportion 
to 
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to the Lombards in number , they 
were glad to give way to Alboinnss 
Fortune, and make the beſt terms 
for themſelves and their Subjects they 
could. And as the Country which 
ſubmitted to this Yoke has ever fince 
been known by the name of Lozzbar- 
dy; fo Italyupon the other ſide of the 
Apernin muſt have expected no bet- 
ter Fate, had not the Queen for be- 
ing forced to drink out of her Father; 
Scull, ſeaſonably revenged this barba- 
rous affront by the death of her Huf- 
band Alboinus, before he could finiſh 
his Conqueſt. 

Clephis, who ſucceeded him, was 
likewiſe killed after eighteen Months 
Reign, and the Loxzbards, not agree- 
ing upon a new choice, divided ther 
whole Dominion among thirty of 
their chief Officers with the title of 
Dukes. Baſtlins and Valerian, glad 
to ſee them cantoniz d after this man- 
ner, got together a ſma]l Army, with 
which they fought Agiſulphns Dake of MW © 
Frinli, who narrowly eſcaped being W © 
made Priſoner upap the defeat of his 
Army. The neighbonring Dukes, of 
Trent, Bergamo and Breſcia, alatmed 

at 
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at this ſucceſs, and jealous of their 
growth, enterd into a confederacy 


joyntly to oppoſe them in all their 
motionsz this put a preſent ſtop to Bu- 


4 Hine and Valerians proceedings. 
2 The Emperour Juſtiz not able of 
r. 8 himſelf to give the Lombards great 


diſturbance, took occaſion from their 
late incurſions into France, to engage 
£. & that Nation againſt them; but the be- 
+; 8 haviour of the Frexch in this ation, 
2 © did neither anſwer their forwardneſs 
if. & nor the opinion the world had of 
<8 them, for they ſcarce enduring one 
charge of the Lombards, turn'd their 
ax: 8 backs, and left many of their Chief 
h; 8 Officersdead upon the place :, among 
e & the reſt we find Valerian of Eſte here 
jr 8 loſt his life, fighting for the Liberty 
of & of his Countrey, as his Father Borz- 
Ff | face had done many years before in 
4 & the War of Narſes againſt the Goths. 
n- The Family having loſt Valerian, 
+ & his Son ſucceeded him, before he was 
of E <ither by age or experience qualified 
| *fo Govern; for Baſlivs by what we 
is 8 can learn, was then dead or un- 
of & fit for ation. Agi/eiphzs Duke of 


4 B F714; mindfull of the defeat given - 


at him 
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bim by Yalerian judged it, now no 
hard matter to be revenged upon his 
Son. Montſelice, which belonged to 
the Family of Eſte, and which of all 
the places in that part of taly, could 


only boaſt of never having recerved. 


a Lombard within its walls, was the 
prize he aim'd at : but young Alde- 
ardus Heir to Valerian's courage as 
well as his fortune; did ſo bravely 
defend it, that Agiſulphs retired with 
confuſion, leaving the place to the 
juſt owner. _ 

This Action which ſutficed to have 
raiſed Aldoardws'sreputation, was 1n a 


- ſhort time back'd with many other 


proofs of his valour and conduct; at 
length Ariovaldas King of the! Lom- 
bards (the Monarchy being again re- 
{tored) knowing how to valne Aldo- 
ardis's triend{hip ſatisfied him 1n all 
his pretenſions 5 and further to 
unite Aldoardys to his Intereſts, gave 
him the Duke of Fruil/s Daugh- 
ter 1n marriage. Al/doardus by this 
means freed from the apprehenſion in 
which his Anceſtors had lived ever 
ſince the firſt Invaſion of the Goths, 
paſt the reſt of his time in great'/tran- 
quillity, 
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quillity, and dying without Children 
left his Cozen Erzbert heir to a plen- 
tifull fortune. 

All the Family of Eſte had been 
bred up in Armsexcept Eribert, whoſe 
inclinations ſutable to his Education 
were all for peace. This the Lom- 
bards well underſtood, and were rea- 
dy to put the defignin practice which 
| they had been long hatching againſt 
him, but happily his death prevent- 
ed it, and made way for his Son Er- 
eſtzs, who relolvd not to part on 
{o eafte terms as his Father was like to 
have done, with what his Anceſtors 
| had purchaſed fo dear : the Lombards 

ſeeing the occaſion loſt, thought fit 
- W& to compole all differences, and to re- 
- W& new with Eres the friendſhip for- 
. merly made with Aldoards. 
| About this time the Sclavonians 
were formidable to all their Neigh- 
bours, infelting daily the Coaſts of 
the Adriatick, and making incurſt- 
| ons into Fri#l; with ſuch numbers, 
that many were afraid it would in a 
ſhort time come to a form'd Inva- 


fion : The Lombards had an Army - 


ſufficient to oppoſe them, but either 
becauſe 
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becauſe they had no perſon among 
them fitly qualified, or becauſe the 
enterprize was ſo dangerous that all | 
their Captains declin'd it : Erneſtus 
was choſen General, and did diſcharge 
this great truſt much to the ſatisfacti- | 
on of thoſe that employ'd him, for | 
having beaten the Sclavoniars in ſe- | 
veral battles, he brought them to the 
Lombards terms. 

This ſucceſs removed the Lombards 
 jealouſies of a Foreign Power, yet 
while Ravenna had an Imperial Gar- 
riſon under an Exarch, as an. Evi- 
dence of the Emperours Title to what 
they poſleſs'd; there wanted not mat- 
ter for fears : here was kept a fire 
which though ſtifled at preſent might 
_ one day break out to their deſtru- 
(tion 3 and therefore they thought 
their Arms could not be better em- | 
ploy'd than in reducing itz but Er- | 
zeſtus, inſtead of countenancing this | 
deſign immediately declared for the | 
Emperour,-and help'd to defend Ra- | 
DVenna. | 
Gregory the ſeconds bold Uſurpa- 
tion 1n pretending to free 1taly from 
any Soveralgnty Leo 1ſaurws had o- | 


ver 3 
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ver it, becauſe that Emperour fierce- 


ly oppoſed the worlhip of Images, 


which Gregory was then introducing, 
proved more favourable to the Low- 
bards deſigns, for by this unjuſt ſen- 
tence the Emperours Viniſters were 
caſt out of moſt places, and that ſha- 
dow of Authority left him, was quite 
loſt, and they encouraged. to under- 
take the ſiege of Ravenna the ſecond 
time : But miſcarrying again 1n their 
attempt, they ſet upon Rimini, which 
they had ſcarce well inveſted when a 
Venetian Army under the Condudt of 
Erneſtus gave them battel, and after 
a hot diſpute forced them to retire 
with great loſs, leaving their Kings 
Nephew priſoner to be led by Erze- 


ſts in triumph to Venice. 


All theſe diſappointments did more 
enflame the Lombards againſt Ra- 
venna, upon which the fate of Rimini 
and the other places under the Em- 
perour depended. And Erreſizs judg- 
ing it the true intereſt of 1:aly chat 
the Emperour ſhould keep this Key 


to open a paſlage for his Army when 


ever the occaſions of his Friends re- 
quired it, did earneſtly ſollicite the 
| C 2 ; Pope 
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Pope to repeal the ſevere ſentence he 
had paſt, and to come to ſome ac- 
commodation with the Emperour, 
leſt the Lowebards taking advantage 
of their difference, might ere long 
become Maſters of that Important 
place which hitherto had kept them 
from faſtening their chains harder 
upon ſtaly. But no arguments how 
weighty ſoever, being able to work 
upon the Popes obſtinacy, unleſs the 


 Emperour would conſent to the ere- 


ting Images in Santa Sophia at Con- 
ſtantinople, as he himſelf had done in 
S* Peters at Rome  Erneſizs made 
haſt to Ravenna, where the Lom- 
bards were aſlembling themſelves from 
all hands; nor did he ever abandon 
the place during its long and cloſe 
fiege of almoſt three years, till an ar- 
row from the Enemies Camp killing 
him out-right, opened a breach for 
them to enter upon the poſlefſion of 
what they had long toil'd for. 

The fatal conſequence of the Popes 
unjuſt dealing with the Emperour, 
was the ſame that Erneſt#s had fore- 
told ; for the Lombards being now 
abſolute Maſters, grew inſupportable 

| under 
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under King Aſftolphxs 3 nor did any 
find their yoke heavier than the 
Popes, who well deſervd it by cut- 
ting off that arm which was moſt 
likely to prote& them, and it was re- 
markable, that God prolong the in- 
jured Emperours life, till he recet- 
ved the news of the Lombard: ha- 
ving fack'd Rome, and 1n requital of 
Gregory the ſeconds favours, carried 
away all the Images of Saint Peters 
Church, which hi ſuperſtitious zeal 
had with exceſſive charge there pla- 
ced. Noris it to be doubted, but 
Leo's prejudice againſt Images was 
more confirmed when he perceived 
the hand of God vilibly joyn with 
him 1n oppoſing them. After his 
death his Son Conſtantine Copronymus, 
though earneſtly courted by the 
Pope, yet could never be brought 
to meddle with the affairs of 1taly, 
being mindtull of the ill uſage Leo 
had met with ; but France was more 
eatly wrought upon, and Pepzz be- 
gan the War with his Son Charles the 
Great, finiſhed by the deſtruction of 
the Lombard Monarchy, renewing the 
Weſtern Empire in himſelf and his fa- 
mily. CY CHAP. 
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The advancement of the Family under 
Charles the Great and his Succef- 


ſors, until the ſettlement of the Im- 


perial Crown upon Otho the firs. 
| Þ yu Pepin's Invaſion we find 


no mention of Henry the Son, 
or as ſome Writers will have him, 
the Grand-child of Erneſizs ; the 
only War I obſerve from Ati/a down 
to this time, in which we cannot 
prove, that any of the Houſe of E/te 
"had part. Sceing the Hiſtorians ſilence 
leaves us to our conjectures, 1t ſeems 
moſt probable that the unhappy 
death of Erneſizs, and the incon- 
troulable Power of the Lombard: at- 
ter they got Ravenna, might keep 
Henry from engaging till he had a 
certain proſpe& of their ruine z and 
therefore when Charles the Great 


came, he firſt appeared upon the' 


head of the Venetian Troops ſent to 
aſſt the French againſt the Lom- 
bards. Erneſtzs had been formerly 
their General at Rimini, which made 
them 
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them the more willing now toemploy 
Henry : Nor could he decline fo fair 
an occaſion of being revenged upon 
the Lombards. 

How well H-»ry behaved himſelf 
in this War, or how much his own 
merit, joined to that of his Family, 


$ made him regarded. can beſt be pro- 


ved by Charles the Great's Bounty to 
him, after Deſzderivs King of the 
Lombards was taken Priſoner, and the 
Army diſmiſs'd: For beſides the con- 
firmationof what he formerly poſleſt, 
he had Treviſo given him, the Coun- 
try alſo of Scodoſta, with the Title of 
Count, and his Son Berenearizs was 
invited to Court, as the fitteſt place 
for his education. 

Noſooner was the Emperourgone, 
but thoſe who retained any kindneſs 
for the Lombard: began to hatch new 
Projects how to reltore Adalgiſizs the 
Son of Deſiderius to his Fathers 
Throne. The great Contriver of 
this was Rodigand Duke of Friul;, 
who being jealous of their placing 
Henry at Treviſoupon the Skirts of his 
Country, as a Spy upon his actions, 
concluded that nothing could be done 
C 4 £1] 
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till he were diſpatched ; by the 
Dukes inſtigation then the factious 
Party in Freviſo pretending the breach 
of ſome priviledges, ſuddenly took 
Armes , kill'd Henry, impriſoned his 
Wife and Children, and forc'd thoſe 

of his Train to leave the Town. 
Their ſucceſs here gave encourage- 
ment to inſurre&ions 1n other places; 
ſo that it was like to have broken out 
into an open Rebellion, had not the 
Emperours return confirmed his Au- 
thority, and given him occaſion to 
enquire intothe Authors of ſuch pra- 
QAices. 

Rodigaud being found guilty of the 
Murther of Henry, loſt his head, thoſe 
of Treviſo were ſeverely dealt with, 
Henry's Wife and Children were ſet 
at liberty ; and to ſecure the peace of 
that Country , Berengarins, Henry's 
Son, being high now in the Empe- 
rours favour, was left in his Fathers 
place, and did in every thing anſwer 
the good opinion the Emperour con- 
ceived of his zeal and fitneſs for his 
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ſervice, 
While Berengarins lived at the Em- 
perours Court, his winning carriage 
made 
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made him to be highly regarded by 
all, and particularly by Prince Lewis 
the Emperours Son, who, ſucceeding 
Charles the Great, invited Berengarins 
into France. At his arrival he found 
the purple had no way changed the 
Princes former inclinations ; and after 
ſome ſtay at Court, an occaſion was 
C offered by which he was aflured of 
the Emperours confidence in him, 
and the Emperour likewiſe of his ft- 
delity. Charles the Great had decla- 
red his Grand-child Bernard King of 
[taly, bat he being young and ambi- 
tious, ſuffered himſelf to be perſwa- 
ded by his Favourites, That the Im- 
perial Crown did of right belong to 
him, as the Son of Lewzs's Elder Bro- 
ther. This, with the invitations ſent 
him from the difaffe&ted Party in 
France, did foon engage him in a 
War againſt his Unkle. Upon the 
News of Bernard's March towards 
France, the Emperour, who was jea- 
lous of molt about him , gave the 
Command of his Army to Berergari- 
us Count of Ej#e, who, without ha- 
zarding a Battel, being afraid of the 


treachery of his under Officers, who 


either 
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either were or eaſily could be corru- 
pted, did ſo manage the buſineſs that 
King Bernard, diſappointed of the 
French that were to join him, and a- 
bandoned by moſt of thoſe he brought 
from [taly, was perſwaded by Berer- 
garius to come 1n perſon to the Em- 
perours Court, there to owne his 
raſhneſs, and to humble himſelf to his 
Unkle ; But the barbarous uſage he 
had, did much leſſen the Glory of 
Berengarins's aCtion : For the poor 
Prince, when he expected only a gen- 
tle rebuke, and leave to return home, 
was caſt into a loathſom Priſon, after 
many indignities had his eyes put 
out, and died in three days, partly 
through pain, partly through anguiſh, 
Indeed his Fate was deplorable, being 
inconſiderately hurried upon his own 
ruine, when he had ſcarce compleat- 
ed the 19 year of his Age; and 
though the Emperour thought this 1n- 
ſtance of his ſeverity upon his Ne- 
phew and his Followers, who were 
all treated after the ſame manner, did 
ſecure his Crown, yet he found by 
woful experience that it irrecovera- 
bly loſt him the affeftions of his peo- 
ple. Upon 


of the Flouſe of Efte. 
Upon King B-rnard's death the 


mperours Son Lotharizs was ſent in- 
o Italy, and becauſe he was young 
and not acquainted with the cuſtoms 
pt the Countrey. Berengarins by his 
Fathers Order did accompany him 
hither, to adviſe him in all affairs of 
moment. Berexgarixs, proving more 
uſeful to the Emperour in [taly than 
he could be elſewhere, continued 
there ſeveral yearsz and by his credit 
ordered things as he pleaſed. Some 
ſparks of jealoufie afterwards appear- 
ing betwixt the Emperour and. his 


up into a Civil War by thoſe who 
could never forgive King Bernard's 
death. Berengarims, ever true to the 
, © Emperours intereſt, upon the firſt 
report of his danger made what haſte 
he could towards him, yet came too 
late ; for the Emperour was already 
ſtrip'd of his power, and confin'd to 
a Monaſtery, where they intended he 
{hould have paſt the reſt of his time 
in expiating by a rigid penance the 
crimes he ſtood acculed of. 

If they had dealt more gently with 
him, 4t 15 Iikely he had never been a- 


ble 


Children, were induſtrioutly blown - 
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\ ble to weather ſo violent a ſtorm; 
but however ſtrange it may ſeem, his 
being brought fo very low was the 
= be of his ſpeedy re-eſtabliſh. 
ment. For that popular fury which 
at firſt he conld not withſtand, way 
preſently turned to compaſſion, and 
the Emperour again put in a conditi- 
on tocall his Sonsto an account while 
they were at variance among them. 
ſelves, We have reaſon to believe 
this unexpeted change was not 
wrought without Berergarius : For 
we find he had no inclination to re- 
turn again into Italy, where Lothari- 
#5 governed, but ſpent the reſt of his 
life at Court, had his ſhare in thoſe 
troubles which came thick upon the 
Emperour in his latter days, and died 
at Paris with the repute of one of 
the wiſeſt and greateſt Captains of his 

e. It was indeed his misfortune to 
be the chief Inſtrument in King Ber- 
ard's raine, which it he had foreſeen, 
no doubt he would have declined the 
employment. 


He left his Son Otho ſo young that 


he never appeared at the Court of 


Lotharins, who beſides had no kind- 


nels 


ha fo 
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'm ; Wicſs for his Family 3 but when his Son 
his Lewis the Second came to the Empire, 
the WO:bo got as much into his favour as 
iſh. WBerergarizs had done into that of 
ich Charles the Great, or of Lewis his 
way Won. He had. been trained up in 


ilitary Diſcipline under his Father, 
or which the Emperour made him 
eneral of the Horſe; and this charge 
requiring his conſtant attendance at 

ourt, the management of his affairs 
in Italy was left to his friends. He 
had the City and Territory of Com- 
machio given him as a reward of his 
and his ts ſervicesdone tothe Im- 
perial Crown 3 which is evident by 
the Grant from the Emperour yet to 
be ſeen among the antient records of 
Eſte. Nor doth this a little aggra- 


is I to the family of Ej?#, who. ſeizing 
0 WM upon the Dutchy of Ferrara in the 
y- W Year 1598. upon a pretended devo- 
n, W lution took from them at the ſame 
e WW time the City of Commachio with its 

Territory, which they only ow'd to 
t MW the Emperours bounty, and to which 
f WW the Pope or Church could not pre- 
- MW tend any Title; but truly the carrt- 
age 


vate the injuſtice of Clement the 8 


29 
856. 
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age of Clement in this whole buſineſ 


was moſt illegal and tyrannical, as[ 
queſtion not , before I conclude this 


are not highly partial. 

The Venetians who were ever jea- 
lous of their growing Neighbours, 
did what they could to keep Otho'; 
Son Marins from taking poſlefiion of 
Commachio ; and failing 1n this em- 
ployed freſh arts to thruſt him out. 
Marin heard of their practices, and 
had ſecret information that the Doge' 
Brother was to paſs within a few miles 
of Commachio, in his way to Ro, 
to treat with the Pope about it : Ma- 
rinws to prevent this, took a raſh 
and injuſtifiable courſe 3 for having 
laid wait for the Ambaſladour , he 
brought him to the City , and made 
him there ſwear, that neither he nor 
his Brother ſhould ever attempt any 
thing in prejudice of Commachioorof 
what belong'd to his Father, 

The Yeretians highly reſenting the 
affront they here received in the 
perſon of the Ambaſſadour, ſent im- 
mediately their Navy againſt Com- 
machio, which being ill provided, 


could 
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could not long hold out, Marinys re- 
tird firſt to Ferrara, then into France, 
where having given an account to his 
Father of what had happen'd, he ſoon 
after fellſick and died. But the Empe- 
rour concern'd to make good to O- 
tho what he had given him, did by 
his Authority, compoſe thedifference 
with the Venetians, ſaw him pofleſt 
of Commachio, and renewed the anti- 
ent friendſhip betwixt the Republick 
and the family of Eſte. 

Whether Otho continued in the 
ſame ſtation at Court, after the death 
of Lewzs the ſecond, we cannot cer- 
tainly learn 3 but 1t 1s plain he lived 
to the latter end of the Reign of 
Carolus Craſſus. He was married to 
the Duke of Frizli's Daughter, by 
whom he had four Sons, twoof which 
were Obertus andSigifred : the Sara- 
cens had long infeſted 1taly, and never 
wanted encouragement from ſuch as 
preferred the revenge of their private 
quarrels,to the weal of their Country. 
Moſt of the Cities put themſelves un- 
der the protection of ſome perſon of 
courage and intereſt, which made 
Parma, and Luca chuſe Sigifred, 

| they 
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they of Lyce had ſuffered much of 
late by thoſe Infidels, whom Alberi. 
cus Marqueſs of Toſcany had call'd in 
out of Malice to the Pope, upon con- 
dition they would not meddle with 
any of his Subjects 3 but as ſoon as S7gj- 
fred was engaged, both Lucaand Par 
2a found themſelves as much out of 
danger, as thoſe that belong'd to Albe- 
ricus did, and upon much more ho- 
nourable terms owing their ſafety 
wholly to their Generals courage, 
without making that baſe contra of 
freeing their own Eſtates at the charge 
of their Neighbours. QObertus was 
Count of Eſte and Commachio, the Hi- 
ſtory of whoſe life the writers of 
that age, have thought fit to leave 
us in a few, yet ſo weighty words, 
that if there were extant a perfe& 
Journal of his ations, we could not 
thence form a more glorious Panegy- 
rick or a compleater Idea of his worth, 
* hetreated always his Subjes, lay they 
* with the ſame tenderneſs, as if they 
© had been his Children, by which 
© he did fo gain upon their affections, 
* that they were rather loth than a- 
© fraid to offend him, and his _ 
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indulgence preſerved his Authority 
more than ſeverity could have done. 

[taly reaped no benefit by its union 
with France 5 the Imperial Crown 
had of late been ſet upon ſome Heads 
that did 11] fit it : For the Race of 
Charles the Great was ſtrangely dege- 
nerate, and almoſt ſpent; the late 
Emperour Carolus Craſſus, who at firſt 
filled the Empire with the expectation 
of an extraordinary Prince, was after- 
wards Jaid aſide for inſufficiency, and 
brought ſo low as not to have a fer- 
vant left him, nor any thing allowed 
for his maintenance except what 
flowed from the Biſhop of Mertz's 
Charity. Arzulphas who came atrer 
him found more buſineſs in Germany 
than he could well deal with; and 
Lewis of Provence was making haſte 
towards Pavia, nothing doubting the 
Conqueſt of [taly, Moſt of the [ta- 
lians therefore being weary of a Fo- 
reign Yoke began to think of chu- 
ſing a Prince of their own Nation, a 
bletiing they had not enjoyed of ma- 
ny Ages. Vido Duke of Spoleturr, 
and Berengarins Duke of Friul; both 
deſcended of Charles the Great by 
D their 
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their Mothers, thought their quality 
equal, and\their title better than 
that of Lewis, whom they forced to 
return into France, and agreed the 
matter ſo, that Vi4o ſhould be Empe- 
rour, and Berengari#s King of Italy. 
Vido miſcarrying in his attempt fell 


out with Berengarizs, diſpoſlctied him | 
of all, and Bcrengarizs, with ſome of Þ 


his moſt truſty friends, among whom 
was Qbertys Count of Eſte, took San- 
Ctuary at the Court of Arnulphas, 
whom he engaged in a War againſt 
Vido : At their coming into 1taly 
they found V:do dead, and his Son 
Lambertus 1n his place; and after 
great variety of ſucceſſes, and much 
blood-ſhed, Berengarizs was again re- 
ſtored; but before he was ſetled, had 


new diſturbance given him from 


Lewzs of Provence, countenanced by 
the Marqueſs of Tyſcary, who could 
not endure to ſee any 1[taliar greater 
than himſelf, and by the Marqueſs of 
Eporedia; though he had married G:- 
ſcla the Daughter of Berengaris. 
Notwithſtanding all their endeavours 
Berengarius had the better, and made 
Lewjs enter into a ſolemn vow, never 
to 
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to return more into Jtaly : Aﬀer- 
wards Lewis not valuing this oath, 
0 which he ſaid was extorted, under- 
_ took a third invaſion, in which his 


- ſucceſs did juſtly anſwer his perfidy 
J* I for being taken priſoner, according 


& to the barbarous reſentment of that 

age, he had his eyes put out. 
S Berengarins as ſoon as he waseas'd of 
the fears of ſo dangerous a Rival, dif- 
poſed of what he could among his 
friends, and none had a larger [hare 
either in his bounty or affection than 
Oberts, who never had deſerted him 
in all his troubles. Qbertzs by his 
laſt Will committed his Son Albertzs 
to the Kings care and protection, 
which thing ſucceeded happily to the 
Family; for Giſcla the Kings Daugh- 
ter being divorced from the Marqueſs 
of Ezor&4i4 her former husband, for 
his ſiding with Lewis of Provence, was 
given in marriage to Alberta. 

The ancient root of Efte was at 
this time conſpicuous in its branches, 


1- 


"vw 
_ 


woes Biden 5% 8 &. oo oo 


Sigifred whom I mention'd before, ' 


 B& was (ti]] alive, both lov'd and obey'd 
I by thoſe of Luca and Parm, which 

were grown conſiderable under his 
D 2 Govern- 
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Government. Almericus Couſin Ger- 
man to Albertws was invited to Fer. 
rara to be Recor, for ſo they named 
the Chief Magiſtrate in that City; 
but his equity 1n the deciſion of all 
their diflerences, and his zeal 1n uni- 
ting them 1n one common 1nterel, 
prevailed upon them ſo far, that they 
ſoon abrogated the Office of Rector as 
too mean and precarious, and decla- 
red him their Prince. Gz/cl/a had alſo 
enrich'd the Family, with two Son 
Hugo and Azo, and a Daughter, who 
was afterwards married to Petr 
Candianus Doge of Venice. 

_ _ Alberts being thus happy in his 
Kinſmen, happy 1n his Off-ipring, and 
above all, in his Father in Law, leſt 
the world 1n good time before the 
ſcene changed : For Berengarizs afte 
twenty years glorious reign was mutr- 
dered at Verona, and leaving no Male 
Hue, Berengarizs, Giſcla's Son by her 
tormer husband laid claim to his 
Grandfathers Crown. The Princes of 
Italy having no great Opinion of his 
merit, being unwilling likewiſe to 
{ſubmit to one of the ſame rank with 


themſclves, calld in Rodolphs King 
0 
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pf Burgundy; preſently weary of R9- 
dolphus, they ſent to Hygo of Arles, 
vith whom Rodolphas adjuſted all 
differences, by giving his Daughter 
Ideleidis to Lotharins Hugo's Son, and 
o him reſign'd his pretentions to [ta- 

Lotharizs provd but a weak 
rince, and this put Berengarirs again 


Sn a condition to diſpute his Title, 
. Evwhich he did to lo good purpoſe, 


that getting the Power 1nto his hands 


the left Lotharivs only the empty 


ame, nor did he ever relt til! Lo- 
harizs was killd, and thereupon had 
himſclt created Emperour, and his 


$Son Alberts King. 


He came to the Crown by the ſame 


difficult ſteps his Grandfather Berey- 


earizs the firſt had done, which made 

any hope he would imitate him in 
his Princely Virtues, and rc{tore to 
{taly that Government which they 
were not ſenſible of while they en- 
joy d it. Yet his carriage preſently 
diſcovered that he defign'd nothing 
els, ſeeing he negleCfted thoſe whom 
the ties both of nature and gratitude 
ought to haye made him regard. 
What 1n all outward appearance could 
D 3 have 
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have been more for the Intereſt of 
Hugo and Azo of Eſte after their 
Grandfathers death than to have their 
Brother Emperour 3 bat 1t proved 
much otherwiſe, for Berengarims, tt 
ther icalous of Hzgo's aſpiring to the 
Crown, whom he knew to be popu: 
lar and bold ; or (till angry when he 
reflected how much he and his Bro- 
ther were careſſed at Court in their 
Grandfathers time, took all occaſion; 
to ſlight and diſcountenance them, 
Hugo could hardly bear ſuch ill uſage, 
and juſt when his long-ſtifled angel m 
was ready to break out, as fair ani cl 
| occaſjon of being revenged upon B«-{t d, 
rengarius preſented it ſelf as Hyg tc 
could have delired. T6 

Adeleidis the Wife of Lothariu 8 G 
who by her excellent deportment had dt 
ſtrangely infinuated her ſelf into all H 
peoples afteftions, promiſed not to ci 
leave [taly in the condition where-M@ k 
unto Berengarizs had brought it, and h: 
he knowing how little he was belo-W c 
ved, defignd her for his Son Alber-W tl 
t#5, hoping by this means both to V 
ſtrengthen his intereſt, and keep ber B 
from any other match which might} p 
prove 
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of i prove in the end fatal to him and his 

cir 8 Family. But Adelezdis in her heart 
cir | hated Burengarizs as the Author of 
1d WW her husbands death, and rejected Al- 
Eh 


bertus upon his Fathers ſcore. Berex- * 
garizs reſolving togain by threats her, 


pu- WW who was proof againſt all allurements, 
he confin'd her firſt to Pavia, then to a 
ro-Þ more narrow priſon, whence there 
er was no hopes of deliverance but by 


conſenting to a marriage with Alber- 
F245. 
ge, Hugo who knew nothing to he 
garÞ8 more natural to Berevgarizs than cru- 
an clty , being ſenſible of the Queens 
B19 danger, whom he judg'd not likely 
lf to yield, generouſly ventur'd all to 
reſcue her, and oblige O:ho King of 
48 Germany, for whom Adeleidis was 
ud deligned before her impriſonment. 
al Having therefore got withaqut ſuſpi- 
to cion into the Caſtle where ſhe was 
re-I kept in the mid(t of a Lake, by the 
nd helpof a Prieſt, of whole fidelity and 
lo-@ courage he had formerly experience, 
v0 the Queen was let down out of a 
toſs Window, and conveyd away in a 
er Boat which lay ready for that pur- 
pit} poſe, into the next Wood, where ſhe 
D 4 CONn- 
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continued ſeveral days with Hugo, the 
Prieſt furniſhing them with ſuch en- 
tertainment as he could procure from 
the neighbouring Villages. Notice 
being given to Otho of the Queens e- 
ſcape, his Army preſently advanced 
towards [taly ; and this put all in ſuch 
a conſternation, that Hugo and the 
Queen got without any further dan- 


ger into the Caſtile of Cannoſſa, where Þ 


Azo expected them. 

Otho having received his Queen 
from the hands of Hxgo her Delive- 
rer, marched on towards Berengarins, 
whoſe tyranny had now render'd him 


ſo odious, that being deſerted by all 


his friends, he delivered himſelf up 
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Priſoner with his Son Albertus ; and 
Otho without much trouble po[-(ſ 
ſeſsd himſelf of the Imperial Crown 
which has ever ſince continued in| 
the Germany Nation. No reward 


ſceming too great for the perſon to 
whom he ow'd his Queen, Hyz 
was made Governour of all that 
Country, which is now known by 
the name of the Dutchy of Mar, 
the Dutchy of Montferrat , Pie- 
ont, and the territory of Genoua, 
and 
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and Berengariys was carried Priſoner 
into Germany, 


CHA P. IV. 


Counts of Eſte from Otho the Great 
to Henry the third. 


\ Fter a ſhort confinement Berer- 

garixs had leave to return into 
1taly with the title of King, but much 
Iimited in his Authority , which he 
was too apt to abuſe; ſcarce was he 
well ſctled when forgetfull of the 
Emperours clemency and his own en- 
agements, being enraged at thoſe 
who had helped to humble him, he 
behaved himſelf more cruelly than 
ever, Hugo whoſe ſplendid way of 
living did eclipſe him, was the chict 
object of his wrath, but too power- 
fall for him to meddle with. After 
Hugo's death he took occaſion to fail 
out with his Brother 4zo about their 
Mother G!/c/a's inheritance, and their 
difference ended in Azo's being turn- 
ed out of all he had, and — 
fy 
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fly for his life into Germany with his 
Son, whence neither of them eyer re- 
turned. 

With them muſt the family of Eft 
have periſhed, had not the hopefull 
Iflae of S7gifred Prince of Parma ſup- 

rted it, Sigiffed himſelf was dead; 

ut his eldeſt Son Azo entering upon 
his Couſins deſperate fortune in ſpite 
of the Tyrant maintained his right, 
and confirmed his younger brothers 
in theirs at Parma and Luca. 

The loud cryes of Berengarizs's op- 
preſſion, and the complaints of ſuch 
as every day fled from [taly, reaching 
the Emperours ears, brought his Son 
Lodolphas with an Army from Ger- 
many againſt the Tyrant. Lodolphas 
being Fddenly killd, Azo the third 
happening to be then in the Camp, 
was choſen General in the Princes 
room. In this ſtation he had not 
continued many dayes, when enga- 
ging the enemy he obtained » 
nal victory, and reduced ſeveral places 
to the Emperours obedience. Where- 
ever he came the people crouded to 
welcome him as the deliverer of his 
Countrey, Pzacenze and Regio deli- 

ring 
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ring to live under his proteQGion, pre- 
ſented him with their keys, many Ci- 
ties being weary of their late ſuffer- 
ings, were making haſt to free them- 
ſelves from the yoke of Berengarixs, 
who on the other hand was uſing 
all diligence to raiſe forces, and to 
put a ſtop to Azos ſucceſs. But Otho's 


| appearing the ſecond time with a 


ſtrong Army ater ſome few skirmiſhes 
rather than fights, took Berengarius 
priſoner, and ſent him into Germany, 
there to endure perpetual impriſon- 
ment for the miſeries he had brought 
upon his Native Countrey. 

Otho's occaſions requiring his ſpee- 
dy return into Germany, he reſolved 
to put the Government of 1taly into 
ſure hands; and none having deſerv- 
ed ſo well of him, nor being ſo able 
to do him ſervice as Azo, he commit- 
ted all to his truſt, with the title of 
Vicar of [taly : This unlimited Power 
Azo diſcreetly employ'd for the eſta- 
bliſhment of the Emperours Autho- 
rity, yet not without giving fatisfa- 
aion to thoſe he govern'd, by which 
he added greatly to the former luſtre 
of his family, 

Azo 
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es left ſeveral Sons, the eldeſt was 
Albertys the ſecond, Otho's chiet Fa- 
vorite, whom ſome of the 1talian 
writers call Albertatizs : the ſecond 
was Thedaldus, whom the City of 
Ferrara mindfull of its former happi- 
neſs under a Prince of the houſe of 
Eſte, choſe in the place of A/mricus 
lately dead. After the death of his F 

Father and Uncle he had likewiſe 
Regio, Parma and Luca, by which he | 
Jaid the foundation of that Power and 
Riches which his Grand-child, the 
Counteſs Matil{zs ſo famous in the 
Hiſtories of thoſe times, did foully } 
miſ-imploy . in ſetting up the Papal 
Authority againſt that of the Empe- 

rours ; as we {hall relate hereafter. 
The vaſt poſſeſſions fallen to Al- 
bertus by his Fathers death might have 
invited him home, had he not been 
deeply engaged at the Emperours 
Court. From the time of Charles the 
Great. the Family of Eſte had been 
dignified with the title of Counts, 
which Otho changed into that of Mar- 
queſs; and thinking he could never 
too well requite Hugo's kindneſs in 
reſcuing Adeleidis from the hands of 
Beren- 
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Berengarins, he gave his Daughter, by 
Adeleidis named Alda, in marriage to 
Albertzs, with ten Caſtles in Lowbar- 
dy, and the City of Friburgh in Ger- 
many. 

Upon the death of Otho the Great, 
diſlenſions aroſe about the Succeſſion, 
for his Brother Henry of Bavaria 
truſting in his Intereſt, with the 
neighbour Princes, endeavoured to 


& wreſt the Imperial Crown from his 


Nephew Otho the ſecond. But Alber- 
tz/5 being zealous for the young 
Prince, engaged ſo many in his be- 
half, as made good the Juſtice of his 
Cauſe againſt the Uſurper. This did 
beget him the irreconcileable hatred 
of Henry, which he little valued, 
while he was fo faſt united to the 
Emperour. Harald King of Denmark 
was -one of thoſe that declared for 
Herry, and brought an Army to the 
Fields to over-aw thoſe who ſhould 
offer to oppoſe him 3 but Alberts 
with the Emperours Forces gave him 
ſuch a blow, that all his threats end- 
ed 1n a peace with Otho upon very 
unequal terms, 

Things thus ſetled at home, Ott 
the 
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the ſecond went to free Naples from 
the Saracens, whom the Greeks had 
called in ; the flower of the German 
Nobility accompanied him in this Ex- 
pedition; and Alberts hoping his ab- 
ſence might then be diſpenſed with, 
ſtopped in Lombardy to look into 
the concerns of his Family, which the 
Emperours Afﬀairs had made him long 


neglect. Otho gave the Saracens bat-i | 


tle under the walls of Bezevert, where 
by the treachery of the Romans his 
Army was overthrown, and he him- 
ſelf made his eſcape moſt miraculouſly 
after having been ſometime, though 
unknown, in the enemies hands. 4/ 
bertus having the news of the Empe- 
rours defeat haſted towards him with 
what Troops he could raiſe, and came 
in time to help to reunite the Empe- 
rours ſcatterd Army, which there- 
upon made head againſt the Saracen: 
when they leaſt expedGted it; killd all 
that made any reſiſtance, and then 
purſuing the advantage, never gave 
them time to breathe till they had cha- 
ſed them out of Naples 3 from thence 
had Otho the title of Saracenicis gi- 
ven him. At his return to Rome, he 

treated 
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reated thoſe who had betrayed him 
ith the utmoſt ſeverity, atid was go- 
ing on to ſee deeper every day into 
heir indire& praftices, when he was 
ſeized with a deſperate feaver which 
killed him in a few daycs. 

Otho the third came to rhe Crown 
ſo young, that Henry of Bavaria's ill 
ucceſs formerly did not diſcourage 
him from a ſecond attempt; he had 
pot the young Prince into his hands, 
pretending he was his Guardian, and 
hat till he were of age none ought 
o queſtion his Right to Govern. A/- 
ertus who well underſtood if Herry 
ucceeded in this, fo long as he lived, 
Otho was never like to enter upon 
the Government, ſhew'd no leſs con- 
ern now than he had done formerly 
for Otho the ſecond. Others who re- 
member'd that he had been too hard 
for Henry, were encouraged to joyn, 
and form'd a ſtrong confederacy in 
defence of Otho, that Henry ſeeing 
the difficulty of the enterprize, with 
the doubtfulneſs of the ſucceſs gave it 
over. 

Albertus lived to ſee Otha the third 
1n ſure poſſeſſion of the Crown which 

| he 
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he had been ſo eminently inſtrumen- 
tal in ſetting both upon his, and hi 
Fathers head. Never did any man 
promote the intereſt of Princes more 
than Albertus did that of the three 
Emperours under whom he lived, nor 
have we any ground to tax them of 
 backwardneſs in acknowledging his 
merits. He was honour'd with Othy 
the firſt's Daughter 1n marriage, un- 
der Otho the ſecond, and Otho the 
third, he had the chief truſts of the 
Government committed to him, and 
had ſuch a ſtrange influence upon all 
their Counſels, that nothing but the 
aſſurance of his integrity could have 
juſtified their prudence in placing any 
man 1n ſo high a ſphere. | 
Alda brought him three Sons, the 
eldeſt was Hugo the ſecond, who ſuc- 
ceeded his Father, not only in his 
Poſleſhons and Title, but which is a 
rare thing, in his Intereſt at Court, 
About this time Rowe grew big 
with a new project of ſetting up an 
Italian Monarchy in oppoſition to 
the Emperours. The ſeverity, or as 
ſome termed it, the cruelty of Otho 
the ſecond, made the Romans con- 
celve 
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ceive an unalterable prejudice againſt 
his Family and his Nation, and thoſe 
nan WW who expeted to advance their for- 
ore WWtunes by a change, did moſt caretul- 
ree Bly foment theſe humours. The great 
nor WEngine which moved all was one Cre- 
centizs, who according to the chara- 


his cer oven him by the [talian Wri- 
th ters wanted none of the qualificati- 
un- WF ons neceſſary for ſuch an underta- 
he WW king : Upon all occafions he did in- 
ne BY veigh againſt the Emperour with e- 
nd BW qual boldneſs and eloquence, com- 
all WW plaining how much his Countrey- 
ne BY mens ſpirits were debaſed from thoſe 
ve BY of their Anceſtors, in ſuffering a dull 


pblegmatick People, and a Prieſt (the 
Germans he mean'd and the Pope) to 
keep the Miſtriſs of the world thus 1n 
flavery. Being created Conſul he en- 
deavourd to retrieve ſome of the loſt 
a 8 Power to that empty name, and began 
t, WW with the Pope whom he chaſed from 
g WH Nome, that ſo he might order things 
n We as he pleaſed, 

) Otho had notice of all that paſt; 
+ 8 and judging it a buſineſs of too great 
/ conſequence to be neglected, ſet for- 


- & ward towards Roze, accompanied by 
| - his 
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his Couſin the Marqueſs of Eſte, and 
many of the German and Italian No- 
bility. In his march he had advice 
of the Popes death, which made him 
create a Kinſman of his own, and x 
German, Pope, by the name of Gre- 
gory the fifth, whom he ſent to Rome 
before him to ſee if they would ac- 
quieſce in his choice. Creſcentixs and 
the Romans to divert the preſent dar- 
ger, received the new Pope with 
much outward reſpect, confeſſed their 
ra\hneſs in calling the Emperours Au 
thority 1a queſtion, and readily pro- 
miſed entire ſubmiſſion for the future, 
though it ſoon appeared they mtend- 
ed nothing leſs : for ſcarce was the 
_ Emperour gone when the former 
projet being again ſet on foot, Gre- 
gory was rejected as an Uſurper and 
John Biſhop of Piacenza a Greek by 
Nation, friend to Creſcentins, and the 


richeſt Prelate of 1:aly, placed in the 
Chair. 


Otho enraged at their proceedings 
made what preparation he could for 
anew Expedition, reſolving not to 
be put off a ſecond time with fait 
words; with the German Army, wy 

tac 
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the Troops that Hugo of Ejte had 
raiſed 1n Italy, the Emperour inveſted 
ome , Which Creſcentius having+tor- 
tified, refuſed to deliver 3 but there 
being neither Provilton nor Forces 
ufictent to hold out a long fiege, the 
ity was taken, and in it the new 
Pope, who had: his eyes pur out, his 
ole and ears cut off, and with his 
face backward, was afterwards carri- 
ed upon an Aſs round the City 1n 
triumph. Creſcentins retired to the 
aſtle of S* Azgelo, which he defend- 
ed with ſuch obſtinacy, that the Em- 
perour ſeem'd glad to agree to what 
terms he would; but he was the 
more liberal in his promiſes, becauſe 
he never delign'd to perform them : 
for Creſcentins after having (-tÞred 
many indigaities 1n his periv-:, was 
ſentenced to end his hte upon a Gib- 
bet. He was a perſon of rare en- 
dowments, and might have deſerved 
a more honourable death, had he 1m- 
ployed himſelf in a better Cauſe. In 
ſhort, Creſcentins had truly the tate of 
all unſucceſsfull Traycors, to be infa- 
mous to Poſterity for miſcarrying in 
his attempt ; but if his Fortune had 
K 1 DOre 
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bore any proportion to the greatne{ 
of his mind, we had found him rank. 
ed among the Worthies of 1taly. 
All muſt own that Creſcertins did 
not make good his pfomiſe to Othe; 
yet this could not vindicate Oths 
breach of his Royal word, or ſecure 
him from the ſubtle contrivances d 
the Romans, who vowed the death 
of Creſccntins ſhould be revenged 3 and 
they had ſo ordered the matter, tha 
when the Emperour fancied hill 
free from all danger, he muſt bay 
fallen into their hands, had not hi 
Coſin Hygo of Eſte diſappointed then, 
by conveying him away by night 
The ſenſe of fo narrow a deliverance 
with Hugo's great performances in thi 
and the tormer expedition, made Oth 
Create him Marqueſs of Italy, a Titk 
never given to any other. This ren- 
dred Hugo fo conſpicuous, that the 
Hiſtories of thoſe Times call him the 
Marqueſs without any further diſtin: 
Ction, as we gather from Araulphus of 
Milan, and Scafnaburgenſis, and even 
down to the time of Villani and 
Dante; when they ſpoke of the Mar- 
quels, he of Eſte 15 to be underſtood, 
as 
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s having a particular right to this 


=> itle above all the Families of [:a- 
ank. 

IF Though Hugo had helped the Em- 
didBW@crour to humble the Romans, and 


dy diſcovering the Conſpiracy againſt 
is perſon, ſeem'd to have brought 
hings to that hopefull paſs, that there 
emained no further ground tor tears; 
et the reſtleſs attempts of Otho's enc- 
tes at length ſucceeded, for ſome 
Roman Gloves were prelented him 
dy Creſcentizs's widow, in which the 
ichneſs of the perfume did cover 
uch a deadly poiſon as kill d him be- 
ore his Phyſicians knew he was in- 
fected : this the ambitious Woman 
as ſaid to have done, not ſo much 
pon her husbands account, as for the 
atfront done to her ſelf, whom the. 
Emperour promiſed to marry, but at- 
terwards changed his inclinations, 
be which her haughty Spirit could not 
be BY digeſt. 

0- Otho the third dying without Chil- 
of dren, Henry of Bavaria came to the 
il 88 Crown, which his Father had ſo much 
d BY coveted in the minority of the two 
I late Emperoursz and was as I have 
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already mentioned, oppoſed in it by 
Albertas of Efte ; nor did their quar- 


rel end with their lives, but was en- 
tail d upon their Sons, as might be 
ſeen in Heary, who from the begin 
ning diſcovered a difſike to Hugo, 
management of the affairs of Jtah, 
and let drop ſome expreſſions that 
he defigned to remove him from al 
Publick Truſt, as ſoon as he found 
himſclf ſetled. This prepoſterous re 
ſolution loſt him 1raly for ſome year 
becauſe Hugo having notice of it en 
gaged his whole intereſt to exclud: 
Herry and ſet up Ardoinus Marque 
of Eporedia, who ſupported likewiſe 
by moſt of the Nobility of Low 
bardy came without much oppoſition 
to be choſen King at Pavia. The 
ſucceſs he had at his entry upon the 
Government againſt Hemries Army 
put him in peaccable poſleflion of his 
Crown, the diſturbances of Germany 
not allowing Herry to look any fur: 
ther at preſent. The only perſon Ar- 
doinus could never gain was the 
Arch-biſhop of Mzlav, who ceaſed 
not to ſolicite Hzry till he brought 
the Germans again into [taly, and 


then 
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hen did Ardoinw« part with his King- 
Jom upon as caſte terms as he had 
pot it; and Hugo was fain to retire 
o the Greek Emperours General in 
Naples, whither Hexry purſued him, 
nd took him priſoner with his three 
JOINS, 

Henry having got Hugo and his 
Sons in his power, did beyond their 
expectation ſhew a rare example of 
lemency 3 for when in them he might 
have extirpated the family, remem- 
bring his raſh expreſſions had in a 
great meaſure occaſioned their revolt, 
he generouſly reſtored Hugo to what- 
ever he formerly poſleſled, renewed 
his Commiſſion of Vicar of [aly, and 
diſmiſt his Sons with great expre(- 
ſions of kindneſs. Hygo to ſhew him- 
ſelf worthy of the Emperours conti- 
dence, did make it afterwards the 
whole ſtudy of his life to promote his 
Service, and efteQually recovered him 
by his gentle Government the hearts 
of the [tal;ian Nation, which the ſe- 
verity of Otho the ſecond, and Otho 
the third had alienated. He lived to 
a great age, was univerſally lament- 
ed at his death, and propoſed to po- 
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the Princes Authority, without 1nya- 


. riſe to the moſt Iluſtrious Family of 


The Fiſtory 


ſterity as the true pattern of a wor- 
thy Magiſtrate, who could advance 


\ 
t 
ding the Peoples Rights. 
Azo the fourth ſucceeded him a- MW « 
bout the ſame time that Herry the ſe- M8 | 
cond dying without Children, left the 1 
Imperial Crown to Conrard Duke of I | 
Franconia; who out of a particular W | 
value he had for Azo, promoted his IM | 
match with Cunigunda the Duke of WM 
Bavaria's only Daughter. By her Azo MW 
had a Son called Welpho, who inheri- 
ting all his Grand-father the Duke of 
Bavaria's Territories, gave the firſt 


Brumſwick and Lunenburgh, which is 
thus deſcended of the Family of Efte, 
The Abbot of Urſpergh writes that 
the Original of that Family was from 
an Italian Marqueſs who married in 
Germany; and this Marquels, both the 
Records of Ej#e', and Aventinys in 
his Hiſtory of Bagaria, prove to have 
been 4zo Hygo's Son; of whom I now 
treat. 

Cimigunda died young, leaving this 
only Son Welpho; who'was plentifully 
provided for in Germany : Aﬀer- 


wards 
. 
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wards Azo married, as ſome write, the 
Emperour Conrards Daughter; as 0- 
thers, his Niece or his Grand-child, by | 
whom he had ſeveral Children ; the 
eldeſt was called Azo the fifth, after 
his own name, who if the Pope had 
not ſhewed himſelf moſt unjuſt in the 
matter of his marriage with his Cou- 
fin the Counteſs Matildis, was in a 
fair way to have been one of the 
richeſt Princes of that age, as I ſhall 
now make appear, and hope to give 
the Reader ſome ſatisfaction in treat- 
ing of Mati/dis, whoſe double Rela- 
tion to the Family of Eſte, both by 
Blood and Marriage, makes her natu- 
rally fall under our conſideration in 
this place 3 and if I do enlarge, the 
great influence ſhe had upon all the 
remarkable tranſactions of that age, 
ſeems to require it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


The mot material paſſages of the i 
of Azo the fifth, and of Matildis 
Connteſs of Elite. 


| Hedaldus (whom I made men- 
_ tion of) a younger Brother of 
this Family, and Uncle to the great 
Hugo, had raiſed himſelf to vaſte 
wealth ; this his Son Boniface did fo 
much enlarge, that none in {zaly came 
near him. He was called Marqueſs 
of Tuſcany, and had Ferrara, Mode- 
a, Mantoua, Regio, Parma and Luca, 
and upon his Marriage with Beatrix 
the Emperour Conrards Daughter, he 
had Verona , and that which is ſince 
called the Patrimony of $S* Peter gi- 
ven him ; all which after the death 
of his little Son Frederick fell to his 
Daughter Matz:ldis, under the tuiti- 
on of her Mother Beatrix. 

Beatrix being left fo rich by Bori- 
Face, though her Father Conrard was 
dead, yet under her Brother, Henry 
the third did manage Italy as ſhe 

pleaſed ; but her diſpoſing of her = 
| an 
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and her Daughter Matildis'to' God- 
frey Duke of Lorrain and his Son, 
without the Emperours conſent, juſt- 
ly offended him 3 ſeeing by this ſhe 
gave footing in taly to a Powerful 
Family, which might have given the 
Empire trouble if there had been any 
Iflne by either marriage. Yet that 
which made Henry moſt jealous was 
leſt theſe Princes ſhould joyn with 


the Popes, who of late were become 


very troubleſome; for taking advan- 
tage of the Emperours abſence, they 
did every day make ſome encroach- 
ments upon. them : and were then 
come to that paſs, that inſtead of al- 
lowing the Emperours Prerogative 
in confirming them which had been 
alwayes practiſed, Benedi@ the ninth 
took upon him to deprive Henry the 
third of his Right of Succeſſion. and 
gave the Imperial Crown to Peter 
King of Hazgary, upon condition he 
would depend upon him and his Suc- 
ceſſors. 

Hezry to give a cheek to an Uſur- 
pation of ſo dangerous conſequence, 
and likewiſe to remove the great 
ſcandal occaſioned by three Mp 
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all Reigning at once, paſſed into 1za- 
ly, called-a Councel at Rome, where 
Benedi@ the ninth, Sylveſter the third, 
and Gregory the fixth being convi- 
Fed of ſeveral Crimes, were all laid | 
alide, and Clement the ſecond cho- 
ſen Pope ; and for preventing ſuch 
abuſes, it was Decreed, That none 
ſhould be admitted for the future, 
except ſuch as the Emperour appro- 
ved of; all that were preſent at the 
Council confirmed it by Oath 3. and 
during the reſt of the Reign of Henry 
the third, this method of Election was 
obſerved : But Herry the fourth be- 
ing left young under the Govern- 
- ment of his Mother, the Romans when 
there was nothing to apprehend for- 
got their Oath, and made choice of 
Stephen the ninth, without conſult- 
ing the Emperour : Soon after they 
openly declared, he was not to med- 
dle either in the nomination or ap- 
probation of Popes; and this DoCtrine 
never openly taught before, -in a 
ſhort time by the Empreſles conni- 
vence, and the countenance it had 
from Matildis and her Mother, was 
ſo univerſally received , that Henry 

when 
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when he came of age, found his chal- 


lenging it as a right the ſource of all 
his calamities. 

Matildis gave early proof of her 
blind attachment to the Pope, which 


her Husband (either to ſecure a par- 


ty upon occaſion againſt the Empe- 
rour, or to comply with Matildis's 
inclinations) did much encourage at 
firſt, and grew ſenſible of his folly in 
it too late, when he ſaw her forget 
not only her duty to her Soveraign 
the Emperour, but hkewiſe to him- 
ſelf who was her husband. 

The perſon that bewitched Mati/- 
dis was Hildibrand, afterwards Gre- 


gory the ſeventh, to whoſe Councils 


ſhe gave her ſelf up ſo entirely, that 
her Forces, her Money, and her In- 
tereſts were all at his diſpoſal. Hzl- 


| dibrand was of mean extraction, the 


Son (as Cranzirs an accurate writer 
ſayes) of a Smith, and deſigned for a 
Monk ; but being more enchned to 
buſineſs than devotion, or a retired 
life, he abandon'd the Cloiſter, and 
went to Rome, where his natural ſub- 
tilty and ambition, masked with an 
appearance of virtue and a publick 


ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, raiſed him in a few years tofach 
a pitch, that whatſoever Pope they 
choſe without his conſent, was ſoon 
diſpatch'd ; and even thoſe whom he 
advanced, if they prov'd not for his 
purpoſe had no better luck , as Bey- 
270 and other of their Writers inform 
us. By the means of one Brazutas hi 
old acquaintance in the Magick 
School, no leſs than (ix Popes were 
porſon'd 1n thirteen years. Every one 
could eaſily diſcern how well Matil 
dis waslike to thrive in ſuch hands, 
The Pope that immediately pre- 
ceded Hildibrand was Alexander the 
ſecond, formerly Biſhop of Luca, 
whom he had ſet up in oppoſition to 
the Emperour, -but eas'd him of the 
trouble of governing 3 the Biſhops 
therefore of Lombardy not longer able 
to ſee Herries Authority thus con- 
temned, the decree of their Council 
{lighted, and their oath broken, per- 
ſwaded the Emperour to call a Coun- 
cil at Baſil, where Alexander was de- 
cared an Ulurper, and Cadolus Bi 
ſhop. of Parma choſen Pope by the 
name of Honorizs the ſecond ; moſt 
of the Prelates and Nobility of Lom- 
bard) 
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bardy accompanied Honorivs in his 
journey to Rome; but Mat:ldis at the 
head of an Army oppoſed him and, 
the Emperour, in behalf of Alexar- 
der and Hildibrand. After many con- 
teſts both parties agreeing to hold a 
Council at Martona, the Emperour, 
though there preſent was betrayed; 
for Matildis by Hildibrands direftion 
corrupting one part of the Council, 
and over-awing another in her own 
City, had Honoriws caſt, and Alexan- 
der confirmed : And Hzildibrand not 
ſatisfied with the Popes Authority, 
and his Revenue, procured a doſe to 
be given Alexander to make way for 
himſelf. 

From one ratifed by ſuch ſteps they 
could not but expect extraordinary 
things 3 at firſt he ſeemed to appre- * 
hend the Emperours reſentment of his 
illegal ele&ion, but Matzldzs oftering 
to ſacrifice' Life ' and Fortune in his 


Cauſe, quickly removed his fears, and 
encouraged Him to write to. the Em- 
perour 1n a'ſtyſe not uſed by his pre- 
deceſſors ; nor was this all, he ſum- 
moned him by his New Authority to 
appear perſonally at Rome, there to 

anſwer 
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anſwer in a Synod to ſuch Articles s 
were brought againſt him, threatning 
that if he refuſed to come, he would 
paſs to the ſentence of Excommunicz. 
tion. The diviſions of Germany mad: 
the Emperour unwilling to come to; 
breach with the Pope, who he kney 
had made ſure of Matildzs ; yet noÞ 


reaſonable condeſcenſion' being able 
to ſatisfie Gregory, they adviſed the 
Emperour to take the ſtart of him 
and to aſſemble a Council at Wormep 
to look firſt into Gregories ation; 
At the opening of this Aflembiy, 
ſtrange were the accuſations brought 
in againſt Gregory, and none plainaÞ 
than thoſe of on one of his Car-Þ 
dinals, who preſented Letters fron 
Rome, ſigned by many perſons of un- 
ſuſpected integrity, ſhewing at large: 
his Crimes, both before and after hi 
coming to the Papacy 3, and how the 
EleQion was carried for him by Ms 
tildis and her Guards, whoſe acclams- 
tions ſerved him to better purpoſe, 
than the Votes of thoſe who were to 
chuſe. All which being impartially 
examined and conſidered, .Gregory, as 
the Abbot of Orſpergh relates, was 3 
clare 
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clared an Utſurper, an introducer of 
dangerous Novelties, and a perſon of 
a ſcandalous life that had no right to 
his dignity, and was no longer to be 
obeyed. The news being brought 
into [taly, ſeveral of the Lombard Bi- 
ſhops at Pavia confirmed what had 
paſt at Wormes. 

Matildis and Gregory all this while 
were very hard at work, ſhe 1n rai- 
ling Forces to defend the Pope, if 
any ſhould attempt to diſpoſſeſs him, 
and he in laying out her treaſure a- 
mong the Biſhops, that things might 
pals againſt Herry, according to their 
minds in the Synod appointed at 
Rome. Little did they think that any 
durſt have proclaimed the Decree of 
Wormes in an Aſſembly compoſed of 
Gregories own Creatures, and where 
he in perſon did preſide, guarded by 
Matildis's troops : but one Roland a 
Prieſt of Parma coming boldly up, 
without paying him any reſpect, re- 
quired him, in the name of the moſt 
Religious Emperour, and of the moſt 
Reverend Biſhops of Italy, France, 
and Germany, to, reſign the Sacred 
Charge, into which by craft, ſimo- 
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ny, and other evil arts he had thruſt | 
himſelf: declaring that he was no true 
Shepherd, Father nor Pope , but a | 
Thief, a Wolf, and a Tyrant - and ”: 
while all were in a conſternation to 
hear ſuch words, Roland happily made | 
his eſcape. E 
Matildis was now become a wi- Þ 
dow by the death of the Dake of Lo- þ* 
rain, and had indeed liv'd as ſuch for FR 
ſeveral years paſt ; her jealouſie of Þ* 
the Dukes being no friend to Gre- . 
gory made her afraid to be adviſed FR 
by him, or to allow him leave to |* 
meddle in her affairs; and her Hus 
band upon the other band ſeeing him- Þ* 
(elf negleCted and no gainer at all by 
his grear Match, retired into his own Þ7 
Countrey full of trouble, and furvi- 
ved his; Father but a few years. Gre- 
gory judging it againſt his intereſt to 
have Matildis married to any foreign Þ 
Prince, in whom he could have no 
confidence, propoſed to her Azo Mar- Þ* 
queſs of Eſze, who was the only per- Þ 
{on of all the Loxbards that had ne- 
ver countenanced Honorizs the fe- Þ 
cond, bur adhered to Alexander and 
kim : Mztildis readily accepted of 
Gregories 
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Greeories choice of her Couſin for a 
Husband , nothing doubting, but he 
would cſpoute the Popes concerns as 
much as ſhe had done; and A4zg 
ſcemed glad likewiſe of lo rich a pur- 
chaſe as he hoped Mztild;s might 
prove. Yet both parties were fru- 
ſtrared of their expectation, as we 
Icarn by what tollowd. 

But to return to the Synod at iCtoxze, 
there Gregory carried things with a 


high hand, thundering the lentencc of 


Excommunication againſt rhe Empe- 
rour and his followers, freeing his 
Subje&ts from their Allegiance, ar. 
exhorting the Princes to come © 4 
new Election 3 nor did he ſtop here, 
but EnCouraged by the party he 1:4 
made in Germany, declared he would 
meet a Synod. at Ausburgh, 4 t what 
had palt at Kowe againlt the Empe- 
rour might be contir med th re, as the 
Sentence of Wormes again t him had 
been confirmed 1n {ta!y. Great pre- 
parations were made for his Journey, 
his affairs 1n his ablence v ere recom: 
mended to the care of Mrs, 
who he knew would never fa 1 him 3 
and ſhe with her Army intended to 
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ſee him fafe within the borders of 


Germany. | 
The Emperour obſerving the ill 
effects theſe proceedings already had 
upon the factious party,durſt not ven- 
ture the iſſue of Gregories journey, 
but reſolved to prevent it by hum- 
bling himſelf to any terms3 and there- | 
upon with a ſmall train poſted to- | 
wards Gregory, who was not yet got | 
out of [taly. E 

The Pope upon the firſt news of | 
the Emperours approach would truſt | 
himſelf no where but with Matildis 
in her-ſtrong Caſtle of Cannoſſe 5 up- 
on better information, gueſling at his 
errand by the meanneſs of his train, 
he Hatly refuſed to ſee him, purpoſe- 
ly that the Emperour might apply 
himſelf to Matildis, and become her 
debtor for his reconciliation 5 no 1n- 
terceſſion but hers could have ob- 
tained him the favour of acceſs, which 
yet was clogged with ſuch hard con- 
ditions as never were required of any 
Crowned head : And every one 
thought ſtrange that Herry a proud 
and a warlike Prince, could be 
brought to proſtitute his honour at- 

ter 
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ter this manner, and appear not fo 
much like an humble ſupplicant as a 
criminal 3 a poſture which 1] became 
a Roman Emperour, and the firſt Po- 
tentate of Chriſtendom. 

Nor was it leſs ſtrange to ſee Ma- 
tildis the Emperours Couſin-German 
by her Mother, enriched by his and 
his Fathers bounty, ſo eaſily to for- 
get both the ties of Nature and gra- 
titude, and to ſupport the Pope in 
all theſe extravagancies. If ſhe be- 
lieved 1ll things of the Emperour 
while yet in Germany; and that he 
would not agree to any reaſonable 
& propoſals, none can much wonder, 

| who conſiders her information came 
only from the Pope 3 but to ſee him 
ſo ignominiouſly treated at her own 
houſe, and to approve of it, ſhewed 


want of diſcernment. 

It proved much otherwiſe with her 
Husband Azo, who hitherto had like- 
wiſe been abuſed 3 but being an eye- 
witneſs of Gregories infolence, he did 
afterwards ſerve the Emperour all he 
could ; this coſt him dear, for Gre- 
"2ery perceiving it, uſed arts to alic- 
E 9 nate 


in her little ſenſe of honour, and great 
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nate the affetions of Matildis from 
him, and then grounded a divorce 
upon their being within thoſe de- 
orees of conſanguinity to which the 
Canons deny marriage. While Azo 
continued of Gregories party this was 
never queltion'd, and being now of | 
the Emperours,. it was too late to Þ 
hope for a diſpenſation. 

It ſeems ſtrange that Baronizs ſhould | 
be at ſo great pains to perſwade the Þ 
world,that Mtildis was never mazrid Þ 
to Azo, when the ſtrongeſt of his Argu- Þ 


ments amount to no more than a few 


Chronological ſcruples which cannot Þ 
weaken the teſtimony of ſo many ap- 
proved Auihors that writ before him 
[t 1s obſerved he had an excellent fa- 
culty of raiſing doubts, which would 
any wiſe make for his purpoſe, and 
it appears plainly in this, becauſe he 
defi :ns it to help Mti/d4s to paſs for 
a Virgin, but her marriage firſt to 
the Duke of Lo»air, and afterward; 
to the Duke of B:varia, leave no co- 
lour for this pretence : And if we 
give credit to the Hiſtories of thoſe 
times, though ſhe had never been 
married, the freedom ſhe was plea- 


ſed 
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{cd to allow Gregory, put her out of 
the category of Virgins. How much 
would the Abbot of Urſpergh, Scaff- 
naburgenſts, Benno, Lambertus and o0- 
thers, have piticd the ignorance, or 
rather partiality of our age, had they 
imagined Aatildis was to be ſet up 
BS for cither Vugin or Saint amongſt us. 
& But we cannot lay any blame upon 
F them, who ſpared not to repreſent 

2 her to poſterity in her true colours. 
| The Emperour had no benefit by 
his ſubmiſſion, the Rebels in his ab- 
WF ſence having crown'd Rodolphys Duke 
| of Suevia King, whole Election CGre- 
gory confirmed, and thereby made the 
breach wider than ever. But though 
the Pope declared for the Uſurper, 
| heaven favoured the better Caule. 
Rodolphus was overcome 1n four ſe- 
vetal battles, and received a mortal 
wound 1n the laſt, together with the 
fols of his right hand, which being 
brought to him alittle before his 
death, he confeſſed Gods Juſtice in 
the manner of his puniſhment, be- 
[cauſe with that hand he had ſigned 
the Oath of Allegiance to his Sove- 
raign, and afterwards perfidiouſly 
F 4 lift 
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lift it up againſt bim. While Herry 
was employed to maintain his Right 
in Germany, Lombardy lay expoled to 
Matildis, who heavily perſecuted the 
Loyal Party, eſpecially Gilbertus, 
Arch-biſhop of Ravenna, Chancel- 


lour of Italy, and the Emperours beſt hc 


friend. 


A little before Rodolphws's death 'Þ 


Henry calld a Synod at Brixina in 
Bavaria, where thirty Biſhops did a- | 
-gain depoſe Gregory, and chuſe Gil 
bert#s Pope. Among the Crimes laid 
to Gregories Charge, I cannot but ob-| 
ſerve two; the former is that of He Þ 
reſie, as being one of Berengarivs Dil-F 


ciples, and of the ſame Sentiments; 


but thoſe of his party need not 1a 
bour much to vindicate him in this 
particular , ſeeing none I preſume | 
will endeavour to bring Gregory the Þ 
ſeventh in as a witneſs to the truth, or Þ 
a forerunner of the Reformation. The 
DoGtrine of Berengarizs had ſtronger | 
Pillars 1n all Ages to ſupport it, than Þ 
the Infallibility of ſuch a Pope, un- 
der whoſe Patronage Truth it ſelf 
might have been ſuſpefted; nor could 


Satan more effeQually recommend an 
| errour 
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rrour to all well-meaning men, than 
y procuring Gregory the ſeventh to 
pppoſe it. Ina word, if Gregory really 
mbraced this truth, no wonder if it 
hen proved unſuccelsfull, God re- 
:rving it for better times, and for 
ſetter inſtruments. The other Crime 
which they had better reaſon to fa- 
ten upon him, was his ſeparating 
Wives from their Husbands ; and in 
a- FEhis undoubtedly they had an eye to 
i- E&Mztildis, whom he had firſt parted 
rom the Duke of Loraiz, and after- 
ards moſt unjuſtly divorced from 
F4zo of Ejie, a thing really worthy 
if- FSof the cognizance of that Synod. 
| Henry being now at leiſure to call 
Matildis and Gregory to an account 
6 for their cruelty to his friends, and 
to ſee Clement the third Enſtall'd, bent \, 
his whole Forces againſt Iraly, and 1084. 
notwithſtanding all Matil. is endea- 
vours, went dire@ly to Rome, nothing 
except Florence giving him any ſtop. 
Rome againſt which the chief deſign ' 
was laid, wanted neither proviſion 
nor troops, and Gregory was there in 
perſon performing all the parts of a 
good Officer during the ſiege. _ 
the 
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the ſurrender of the City, he retired to 
the Caſtle $* Angelo, & from thence tg 
the Normans in Naples, whom he had 
engaged 1n his quarrel ; but finding 
them in no condition to reſtore him, 
nor the Romans diſpoſed to receive 
him again, who had for many year; 
behaved himſelt ſo imperiouſly a 
mong them: and laſt of all, the patſageÞ 
for Matildjs being ſo ſhut up by the 
Emperours Forces, that ſhe could not 
come to his aſſiſtance; trouble and an- 
guiſh, when he ſaw he was thus de- 


ſerted in his old age, occaſion'd a fea- 
ver, which 1n a tew dayes put a pe- WM 


riod to his lite. 
He was Canonized after his death, 

as Baronixs informs us in his Roman 
Martyrology ; but whence they had 
the proofs, either of the ſanctity of 
his life, or the miracles he wrought, 
we cannot gueſs. The Characters not Þ 
only given him by his Contemporaries 
who writ of him, but by the Synods Þ 
of Wormes, Pavia, Mentzs and Brixina Þ 
did little countenance this deſign; his 
apparent Miracles, it any ſuch were 
alledged , did flow from the ſame 
ſource with thoſe of the /&gyptiar 
Magt- 


of the Houſe of ER. 

agicians, In whole ſtudies he had 
pent ſome part of his youth, he pre- 
ended to the ſpirit of prophecy when 
e foretold the Emperours death, of 
hich he thought he had made ſure ; 
but his Inſtruments failing him, he was 
ain to ſave his credit by an equivo- 
Tation : And to ſay no worſe, their 
Whruſting Gregory the ſeventh in' a- 

ong the Saints, gives us juſt ground 
o ſuſpect their Catalogue 1s not ſo 
pure as it ought to be; and that all 
to whom they addreſs themſelves, are 


* Knot in fo happy a ſtate as their mi- 


Bitaken ſuperſtition 1s willing to ſup- 
pole. 

It was hoped Gregories death would 
have calm'd the ſtorm, and that the 
Emperour might afterwards enjoy his 
Crown, and Clement the third his dig- 
nity without diſturbance, if grief had 
8 killed Matz/d;s at the ſame time as 1t 
was like to have done : But Gregory 
by his laſt Will recommending his 
party with much earneſtneſs to her 
protection, the war and the Schiſm 
were continued. 

Welpho Duke. of Bzvariz and his 
Son of the ſame name, Rebels former- 


ly 
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Iy with Rodolphas, began to ſow ney Þ's 
Lviion in Germany; whereupon ' 
QOrbar: the ſecond, the true, though W<* l 
not immediate ſucceſſour of Hzld;. 
brand, judged the young Prince a ** 7 
perſon fitly qualified for a Husband 
to Matildis; and the match wa er | 
quickly made up, where the partie 
both aimed at the ſame thing, that is 
the Emperours deprefſion. This did 
further declare their great injuſtice 

to her former Husband , for Welph 
was a Grand-child of the Houſe of 
Exe, nearly related to Matildis as well 
as Azo, only there was no cauſe to 
ſuſpet him of being in the Empe- 
rours confidence ; But ſuch indireq {M's 
courſes were juſtly blaſted, and Wel: 
pho reconciled after ſome time to 
Henry, by which he loſt Matildis, 
whoſe love to her Husbands was al- 


wayes grounded upon their devotion - 
to the Pope ; he could not both be | b 
the Emperours friend and Matilais M 
Husband, and therefore a new pre- ry 


tence was found out for a divorce. 
A greater Title was delign'd for Ma- 
tildis by the Greek Emperour, who © ** 
ſent an Ambaſſador to court her M 

is 
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is Name : but Orbar who could 
romiſe himſelf no good by ſending 
her ſo far from home, diſlwaded her 
rom any ſuch thoughts : And now 
ter zeal growing with her years, no 


6dr ſitle pleaſed her ſo well, as to hear 
7a; (cr {elf every day called the Daugh- 
is (cr of $* Peter, the pillar of the Truth, 


ind the Protecreſs of the Church : 
ames invented by the Court of 
Rozre, to gratifie the humour of a bi- 
otted Woman. | 

There remained ſtill one expedi- 
nt to ruine the Emperour, which 
ras to perſwade his Son Conrard that 
. £< ow'd him no Duty, but that he 
5s (night rake up Arms againſt him, and 
;, {Wcize upon the Crown, which his Fa- 
0 

ſ 


ther by being cut off from the Com- 
munion of the Church, had forfeited 
long ago. Thus did QOrbaz ſtir up a 
Rebellion more unnatural and black 
than any Gregory had attempted 3 and 
what the Popes Words made lawfull, 
Matilais Army made prafticable : fo 
that Conrard coming into 1taly re- 
ceived the Crown, but juſtly was he 
puniſhed with a ſhort reign, for his u- 
ſurping that which with honour and 
| ſecurity 
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ſecurity by the courſe of Nature, hz 
might e're long have expected. 
Conrards death did break all they 
meaſures, yet they could not diſpai$1: 
while the Emperour had another Son, 
Urban was dead, and  Paſcalis in' hi 
place who debauch'd Henry from hi 
Daty, as much as his predeceffoy 
had done his elder Brother, and w; 
aftiſted in it by ſome about the your 
Prince, whom Matildis had corrupt: 
ed, A meeting of all the Emperow 
enemies being held at Merz, th 
Arch-biſhops of Mertz and Collon 
were ſent to the Emperour to d 
mand his Crown for his Son ; th: 
Emperour underſtanding the bufindW! 
for which they came, defired to know 
the reaſon why they proceeded foi 
verely againſt him 3 it was anſwered WW ®" 
becauſe he had made a Schiſm in th WM 1 
Church, had expoſed Eccleſiaſtical tt 
dignities to fale, and had not © hc 
ſerved the Canons in his choice of Þ! 
Biſhops. To this the Emperou tl 
ſmartly reply'd, If you pretend I have {i 
ſold Dignitics, what had I, pray, fron P' 
either of you for the Arch-biſhoprick h 
of- Mentz and Collogne, the greet f 
an 
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and richeſt of Germany ? : You who 
turn accuſers are beſt able to yindi- 
ate me, and ought to diſcounte- 
nance thoſe who are guilty of Re- 
bellion againſt me their Soveraign : 
Many other conſiderations he laid:be- 
fore them, but they {till inſiſting, he 
defired at leaſt a day might be ap- 
pointed in which he ſhould reſign his 
Crown, that both tor his honour and 
theirs, it might ſeem his own volun- 
tary aCt : This reaſonable requeſt alſo 
was denied, and the Arch-biſhop of 
Mentz moſt impudently coming up 
{to him, ſnatch'd away his Crown, o- 
tMthers by his example ſtripd him of 
ne(W bis Purple, and the other marks of 
oo Royalty, and carried them to his Son, 
{who was immediately declared King, 
red WM and confirmed by the Popes Legates. 
+. The Old Emperour retired to Liege: 
ic! W thither his Friends reſorted from all 
oþ MW hands to affiſt him in the recovery of 
. of his Crown 3 with theſe he gave bat- 
our tle to his Sons Army, and was at firſt 
ave {ucceſfsfull ; Yet money and large 
on} promiſes having corrupted his party, 
>} he was abandon'd by all, and in de- 
{pair and neceſlity was forced to 

| make 
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make his application to the Biſhop ofſÞi 


Spire, that he might be received 
petty Canon in a Church which he 
himſelf had there founded ; but thi 
ſmall favour being alſo beyond ex- 
ample denied him, he died within 1 
few dayes, leaving to poſterity one 
of the greateſt inſtances, perhaps that 
any age has afforded, of the incon. 
ſtancy of worldly grandeur. 

Thoſe who were much wedded ty 
the Intereſts of Rowe, could preſent 
ly diſcover the immediate hand 
Divine Providence, revenging in 
Ferries death the long perſecution 
he had carried on againſt them, littl 
reflecting. that Gregory the ſeventh 
dying outed of his dignity, and 1n; 
molt forlorn condition ſeveral year 
before, gave no leſs advantage to the 
Emperours party. Others therefore 
who were not byaſſed made no ſuch 
inference from thence, knowing if 
there were no ſurer arguments to di- 
rect men 1n their judgments than the 
undertakers ſucceſs, the beſt cauſes 
might oftentimes ſuffer, and the moſt 
palpable uſurpations be vindicated. 

The Pope and Matildis after = 
ha 
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had compaſſed what they long de- 
ſigned, thought it now an eaſie mat- 
ter to manage not only 1taly but Ger- 
many alſo, and the young Prince as 
they pleaſed : A!l the grievances of 
their Party were to be redreſled, and 
the pretended corruptions of the Cler- 
gy of Germany to be reformed in a 
Synod at Axsburgh. where the Pope 
the better to confirm his Authority 
among them, was to be preſent 3 bur 
they were muchdifappointed in Her- 
ry the fifth, who as ſoon as he was 
ſetled in his Throne, began to diſco- 
ver a ſtrong diſlike to their proceed- 


ings with his Father, and as be hear-- - 


tily' wiſhed , he had no wayes been 
acceſlary to themz ſo to atone his 
guilt, his whole thoughts were' em-. 
ployed on maintaining the'Dignity-&- 
Prerogativesof his Crown, which had 
been. ſo much violated by the late 
Rebellion. 

There was little encouragement 
then for the Pope to appear at Auſ- 
bureh where he was ſure to be croſ- 
ſed in whatſoever he propoſed 3 be- 
ſides Henry had an: Army 1n readineſs 
to go into 1taly,i there to receive the 
Imperial 
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Imperial Crown. It frighted Matil- 
dis to hear of his coming in thus po- 
ſture, yet diflembling her fears, ſhe 
was the firſt when he paſt the Alpe: 
who ſent to welcame him : The Pope 
likewiſe with great expreſſions of 
confidence invited him to Rome, be- 
cauſe he knew he could not hinder 
his coming thither. Upon the day 
appointed for his Coronation, the 
Arch-biſhop of Mzlar, by whom ac- 
cording to the cuſtom he had firſt 
been crowned King of Lombardy pre- 
ſented him to the Pope, who. before 
he proceeded any further in the Ce- 
remony, required him publickly to 
renounce all pretenfion to the colla- 
tion or inveſtiture of Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignities z this Hemry flatly refuſed 
to do, telling him he would not be 
tied to any ſuch conditions, and that 
he expected his Crown after the fame 
manner that Charles the Great, and 
Lewis his Son had received it ; the 
conteſt Jaſted ſeveral dayes, not with- 
out great heats, and threatnings on 
both hands, the Pope declaring up- 
on Herries refuſal to-comply, that he 
muſt come to his ſpiritual Arms3 and 

Henry 
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Henry letting bim underſtand that his 
Army was ready at a call; fo that 
nothing could perſwade Hemry to de- 
part from this generous reſolution, 
not valuing the Popes Arms ſo much 
as the Troops he had brought with 
him from Germany : at length the 
Pope was forced to yield that as a 
Right to the Son which had been de- 


| nied his Father, and which Matildzs 


and the former Popes had made the 
ground of all their wars. The Em- 
perour prouder of retrieving this loſt 
Prerogative than of the Imperial 
Crown returned to Germany, where 
the firſt thing he did, was to fee his 
Fathers body enterrd 3 a favour his 
enemies malice had not thought fit to 
allow it. 

No wonder if it pierced Matildzs 
to the heart to fee all her encroach- 
ments upon the Emperours power for 
ſo many years brought to nought in 
a moment, and the Papal Authority, 
which with ſo much coſt, pains and 
danger ſhe had highly advanced, now 
reducd to what ſhe had found itin the 
beginning of Herry the fourrhs reign, 
and all this by one whom Paſcalis and 
| G 2 the 


FRI, Wo 
ES 


L115. 


The Hiſtory 
{he had helped to ſet up upon his Fa- 


thers ruines; grief then and old age 
caſt her into a languiſhing diſtemper 
which in the end proved mortal. 
She had all along deligned, that 
not only the Popes, in whole times 
ſhe lived, but their Succeflours alfo 
ſhould reap the fruits of her bounty, 
which made her eafily hearken to 
thoſe who judged it the ſecureſt way 


to put the Church in poſſeſſion of 


the beſt part of her territories, and 
that it muſt be a particular ſatisfa&i- 
on to ſee her own will executed to 
prevent the trouble it might occaſion 
aſter her death, and to hear the fre- 
quent Panegyricks of thoſe who ex- 
tolled her munificence, and whoſe in- 
tereſt it was ſo to do. By theſe inſt 
nuations they had already got into 
their hands that which.1s called the 
Patrimony of S* Peter, with ſeveral 
Cities in Tyſcany. And now leſt upon 
her death-bed- ſhe ſhokld ſeem to a- 
bate of her wonted zeal, ſhe confirm- 
ed what was formerly granted, adding 
thereunto all the reſt. 

I cannot find ſhe was ever Cano- 
nized, but the beſt of their Pens. have 
been 
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been employed to celebrate her Vir- 
tues, and her memory is ſtill more 
precious among them than that of 
moſt of their Saints; of this Ur- 
ban the eighth in our own time, has 
given teſtimony by having her body, 
or what at leaſt paſt for it, tranſlated 
from a Church near Martoua to Rome 
where it lies buried in S* Peters un- 


| der a ſtately Monument erected 1635. 
{at his charge, with an Inſcription, 


which expreſles both his value for 
her Piety and Virtue, and his grati- 
tude for her protection and bounty ; 


| and 1f oftentimes both in ſpeaking 


and writing of her they call her a 
Saint, it is no ſtrange thing, if one 
conſider the ſtile of the Countrey, 
according to what Philip de Comines 
obſerved in his paſſage through M;- 
lan; where wondering to read the 
name of one of their worſt Dukes, 
with this glorious Epithet of Sairt 
upon the front of a Convent, a Prieſt 
ingenuouſly told him, it was their cu- 
{tom to call all thoſe Saints to whom 
they were much obliged. In this re- 
ſpe& then, envy it Fl muſt allow, 
never any could lay juſter claim to 
G 3 this 
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this title than Matil/dis, who deſery. 
ed better of the Popes than any that 
went hefore her, or that hath been 
fince her time : for let them amuſe 
men as much as they liſt with pre. 
tended donations from Conſtantine,or 
from Charles the Great, it is plain, 
the Counteſs Matildis firſt ſet them 


up, and it is her whom Rome muſt 
chiefly thank, and others blame for 
the Popes bearing ſuch a figure ſince, 


among the Temporal Princes of 114 


The event did verifie what wa 
apprehended before, that Matildi: 
ations would be called in queſtion 


afterwards; for Herry the fifth de- 
clared he would not agree to what 
ſhe had done, becauſe The could not 
diſpoſe of what came to her by her 
Mother Beatrix , but that by her 
death 1t return'd to the Crown; and 
im truth there ſeem'd to be a great 
deal of reaſon in what the Emperour 
alledged, ſeeing it was too much that 
ſhe had abuſed while ſhe lived, the 
power derived from his Anceſtors, 
without entailing it for ever upon 
his enemies 3 the Pope on the "_ 
han 
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hand thought he had good right to 
what was left him, chiefly when it 
was ſtrengthen'd with poſſeſſion : 
and betwixt theſe two powerfull 
Competitors,the Family of Eſte, whoſe 
Title certainly was beſt, had the leaſt 
ſhare. 


CHAP. VL 


| An account of what paſt as well in the 


German 4s 7 the Italian branch of 
the Family from the death of Ma- 
tildis, .t:Y Otho of Eſtes Duke of _ 
Brumſwick was choſer Emperour. 


JF Aving 1nfiſted more largely up- 

on Matildis a&ions than fo 
compendious a Hiſtory will well bear, 
[ retura to her Family , which ſhe 
like an unnatural branch, drawing 
ſap from the root, and beſtowing elſe- 
where, had almoſt deſtroyed. Her 
Husband Azo, though he could ne- 
ver well digeſt the trouble conceived 
upon his divorce, yet lived long af- 


| ter, and with his Brother Bertoldzs 


did meet Henry the fifth at his arri- 
G 4 val 
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val in Ttaly, and had by the means of 


his Kinſman Welpho Duke of Bavaria, Þ 


Matildis aſt Husband, a reception fall 


of reſpe&t and kindneſs. The Empe. 


rour was not then to learn how much 
Azo or his Family had ſuffered by ad- 
hering to his Father, and therefore 
enlarged his priviledges, and gave him 
aſſurances of his proteCtion 3 whether 


at that time he made known to the iÞ 
Emperour his juſt pretenſions to 2 i 


ſhare of Mat:ldis, Eſtate no Hiſtory 
that I have ſeen doth fſatisfie me; but 
it appears Bertol/dws's Son afterward 
did highly reſent his having no repa- 
ration made him, and thereupon took 
Arms againſt the Emperour. 

The concerns of the Family not 
diſpenſing with the abſence of both 
Brothers, Azo after ſome dayes ſpent 
with the Emperour, took his leave, 
and returned to Efie. Bertoldus ac- 
companied him to Rowe, where he 
and Welpho were the {perſons who 
compoſed all differences, and made a 
perfect reconciliation betwixt the Em- 
perour and the Pope, upon the pro- 
miſe made by the latter, not to med- 
dle in the affairs of Germany, _ 
c 
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he and his predeceſſors had for many 
years embroiled 3 this gave Bertoldus 


| great credit, and raiſed him fo high - 


in the Emperours confidence, that 
had not his Brothers death called him 
home, he muſt have gone into Ger- 
many; the reſt of his life being ſpent 
in governing his people, gives no 


| great occaſion to the Hiſtorians to 
mention him , only we find at his 


death he left his Son Rinaldws very 


| young, who afterwards provd fo 


great a General in the Wars of M:- 
lan againſt Frederick Barbaroſſa. 

The other branch of the Family 
of Eſte raiſed to infinite riches and 
power in Germany, calls us thither till 
Rinaldius comes of age, and if it be at 
all to be called a digreſſion, yet I 
preſume it will be no unpleaſant one 
to the Reader : Henry of Eſte Duke 
of Bavaria married the Daughter of 
Lotharixs the third, who ſucceeded 
Henry the fifth, and after the death of 


his Father in Law made war upon 


Conrard the third, for violating the 
Agreement made with him at his Co- 
ronation; Corxrard to eaſe himfelt of 


ſome part of the burden of the War, 


required 
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required the aſſiſtance of the Princes 
of the Empire in a Diet aſſembled for 
this purpoſe, in which he bitterly in- 
veighed againſt Hexry, yet contrary 
to his deſign, gave ample teſtimony 
both of the antiquity and greatneſs of 
the Family, as his Harangue ſtill ex- 
| tant ſhews; he makes Hezry an 
ſtart in Germany his great Grand-fa- 
ther, being the firſt that ſetled there, 
but at the ſame time he owns him to 
be of the blood of Eſzz, deſcended of 
the Ancient Roman Family of the 
Atii, \well'd, as he fayes, with the 
Names and Titles of his Anceſtors, he 
puts the Princes in mind of the trea- 
chery of Herries Anceſtor Hugo, who 
ſtirred up Ardoinus Marqueſs of Epo- 
redia againſt Herry the ſecond : and 
laſt of all, he charges him with a de- 
ſign of over-turning the Ancient Con- 
+ ſtitutions of Germany, complaining 
that his Intereſt there joyned to that 
of his kindred in 1taly was too like to 
effec it. « 

Hemry's death gave him not leave 
to vindicate himſelf and his Family 
from Coxrards aſperſions, but his Bro- 
ther Welpho did it in another anon 
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bly to the ſatisfaQion of all there pre- 
ſent, that his Great Grand-father was 
a ſtranger in Germany, being of the 
blood of Eſte, and of the Illuſtrious 
Family of the Aziz, he was not, he 
laid, aſhamed to own ; but they all 
knew he was a German by his Great 
Grand-Mother, and that by her he 
inherited the rich Dutchy of Bava- 


{| 744 ; That Hugo of Efte had coun- 


tenanced Ardoinys was true, but the 
Emperours reſolution to ruine him, 
had put him upon that courſe to pre- 
vent it, and that after their reconci- 
lation -no man did ever more faith- 


fully or ſucceſsfally promote the Em- 


perours Service : And laſtly, Conrards 
accuſation of their going about to 
ſubvert the Laws of Germany, he re- 
torts upon himſelf for the upjuſt ſen- 
tence paſt againſt his Brother Herr 
and himſelf, by which they were de- 
prived of all they pofleſt : He gives 
warning to all the Princes to look to 
themſelves, and hoped it they did not 
joyn with him in fo Juſt a Cauſe, that 
at leaſt they would approve of. his 
taking jArms for the recovery of his 


Dutchies from Corrard, whom he 
| looked 
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looked upon as the real ſubverter of 
the Ancient Laws of Germany. | 
The War then begun by Henry a- 


. gainſt Corrard, but being intermit-, 
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ted by his death, it was renewgd by 
Gwelfo, and kindled ſuch a flame in 
Germany, as rivers of blood could 
ſcarce quench 3 the Nation was divi- 
ded betwixt them, though not equal- 
ly, for all the Princes that conſented 
to the forfeiture of the Dutchies of 
Bavaria and Saxony were engaged 
in honour to aſliſt Corrard, and fich 
as enjoy'd the fruits of it could do 
no leſs. Some few of the Princes who 
had declared: againſt Conrards ſevere 
proceedings with Henry, and the 
greateſt part of the Bavarians did 
joyn with Gwelfo - And what he 
wanted in Germany was made up 
from abroad, for Roger King of Si- 
cily (applied him with vaſt ſums of 
money , which drew foreign troops 
to his.Service, and four of the Princes 
of the houſe of Eſte raiſed what forces 
they could for him in [aly. 

Some Writers make thoſe famous 
factions of Gwelfs and Gibe/ins which 
firſt appeared in Germany, and for 
| many 
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many ages rent 1taly to have had their 
riſe from this War, thoſe who were 
with the Emperour being called G;- 
helins from Giblinga, the place of - 
Conrargy Nativity 5 and the others 
Gwelfs from Gwelfo, the head of their 
Party : And though moſt will have 
the original of theſe names to be of 
more ancient date , yet all muſt a- 
gree that they then began to be gene- 
rally uſed to diſtinguiſh the Imperia- 
liſts from the Bavarians ; and after- 
wards in the wars of [taly, by Qwelfs 
were underſtood ſuch as favoured the 
Pope.* | 

Gwelfo's Army was in the progreſs 
of the War ſo weakend, that not 
able to keep the field he went to 
Winbergh whither Conrard purſued 


him, and ſhut him up ſo cloſe, that 


the beſt terms he could obtain was, 
that he with his followers ſhould con- 
tinue priſoners of War, and the place 
was to be expoſed to ſack. :but 
Gwelfss Princeſs who was there with 
her Husband, made it her humble ſute 
to Conrard,-that ſhe with the Ladies 
of her Court might firſt be permit- 
ted to retire without any other bag- 
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gape than what they themſelves could 
carry 3 this requeſt being readily 
granted, they took their Husband, 
upon their backs, declaring as they 
paſt through the Camp, that thee 
were the only Jewels they deſired to 
ſecure from Corrard and his Army ; 
this generous act of the Princeſs and 
her Ladies did ſo ſarprize and pleaſe 
the Emperour, that he would ſee his 
word made good, and thereupon not 
only pardon'd but was reconciled to 
Gwelfo, giving him back ſome part of 
his Brothers inheritance : Gwelfo af- 
terwards accompanied Corrard 1n his 
expedition to the Holy Land, which 
the treachery of the Greeks rendered 
inſucceſsfull ; at his return he made 
ready an Army to go into [taly to re- 
ceive- the Imperial Crown, and de- 
lgned to carry Gwelfo with him, of 
whoſe company he ſeem'd to be very 
fond, becauſe he durſt not leave him 
behind 3 but his journey being put 
off by his ſickneſs, he hved not to re- 
ceive that honour, and though he left 
a Son, yet his Nephew Frederick, Bar- 
_ ſucceeded him. 
redericks firſt work was to ce- 
| ment 


of the Houſe of Eſte. 
ment all the breaches of Germany, 
which he did with ſo much equity 
and diſcretion, that he gave ſatisfa- 
fion to all parties. His Mother was 
of the Houſe of Bavaria, and this 
made him willing to reſtore that 
Dutchy to the Son of Herr, and to 
his Uncle Oy he gave all that the 
Emperours had recovered of Mati/- 
dis Eſtate z which I confeſs was a do- 
ing right in ſome meaſure to the houſe 
of Eſte, but not to that part of it 
that had ſuffered moſt by her. 

This brings us back to {taly, which 
we ſhall now find the chief Scene of 
Afﬀairs, and Rinaldas of Eſte of age 
to be the chief Ator, for whoſe Ge 
we muſt give a more particular ac- 
count of things, as they then ſtood 
when Frederick came thither. 

The long abſence of an Emperour 
had brought Afﬀeairs into great difor- 
der, eſpecially in Lombardy, where 
every City form'd it felf into a fort of 
Republick z and diflenfions naturally 
arifing betwixt them, there was no 
perſon that had either Authority to 
determine their differences, or power 
to ſee his determinations received. 
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The City of Mz/az afteted the Do- 
minion over all the reſt, had already 
made ſome ſubmit, and was every 


day encroaching upon others with an 
inſupportable inſolence. Many com- 


plaints were brought to the Empe- 


- Four from moſt of the neighbour Cj- 


ties, declaring, that they muſt ſubmit 
to the Queen of Lombardy, for fo 
Milan tiled her ſelf, unleſs they had 
his protection. The Emperour pro- 
miſed to make what haſt he conld to- 


'wards them, and to put an end to all 


their quarrels. When he came to the 
Lago di Garda near Verona, he recei- 
ved the complements of the Italian 
Princes 3 amongſt others were Boni- 
face, Fulco, Opizo and Alberts of Eſt 
his Kinſmen by his Mother who had 
all conferred on them ſpecial marks 
of his favour : But we find nothing of 
Rinaldis the Chief of the Family, 
who it 1s thought abſented himſelf, be. 
ing highly diſguſted that Matildis E- 
ſtate ſhould be ſetled by Frederick up- 
on the German Line. The Emperour 
having rebuked thoſe of Mz/an and 
Tortona for their late carriage, and re- 
quired them to make reparation for 

the 
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the injuries done their neighbours, 
went towards Rome, and being 
Crowned Emperour by Adrian the 
fourth he returned into Germary. 
Freſh troubles in 1taly called him 
ſoon back, but as his preſence con- 
verted all their Rebellion into Humi- 
lity and Duty 3 ſo his being reconci- 
led upon too ealie terms to Mzlart 
and Breſcia, the authors of diſcord 
encouraged them to renew their pra- 
Ctices when he was gone; and for 4- 
drian if we honour him for his Coun- 
trey, as being of our neighbout-nati- 
on of England, we muſt condemn him 
for his malice againſt this great Em- 
perour in fomenting their Rebellion. 
When Frederick came to [taly the 
third time, M:/az and Breſcia had ſe- 
veral other Towns joynd to them, 
and ſtood out a long ſiege ; yet be- 
fore he left them, they were made to 
accept of what conditions he pleaſed 
to impoſe, which yet were much 
more gentle than they, eſpecially M- 
lan did deſerve, after having twice 
abuſed his clemency. 
About this time Adrzan the fourth 
dying , the EleRtion of two Popes, 
H Alexander 
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Alexander the third, and Vi&or the 


fourth occaſioned a new Schilm more 
dangerous than any. of the former: 
both writ to the. Emperour then be- 
fieging Crema, to confirm their Ele- 
Ction 3 but he out of pure zeal for 
the peace of the Church refuling to 
declare for either, called a Council 
at Pavia, where they were fummon- 
ed to appear to have their Cauſe 
heard, and determined by their Bre- 
thren the Biſhops. Yi&or came thi- 
ther at the day appointed, but Alex- 
ander continued at Rome ; whereup- 
on the Council offended at his con- 
terpt, and judging his not appear- 
ance to flow from a dithdence 1n- his 
Cauſe, gave it in favour of YVz&or; 
whom the Emperour did then con- 
firm, and ſent Letters to the Kings of 
France, England and Spain, to give 
an account of what was there con- 
cluded. 

Alexander was excommunicated by 
Vitor at Pavia, Frederick and ViGor 
by, Alexander' at Rome, and the; par- 
ties being now irreconcilable, Alex- 
ander (cat a Legat to thole of, Mjlan 
to declare them abfolved from. the 

Oaths 
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Oaths they had lately ſworn, and not 
obliged to make good the Articles 
which neceſlity had extorred from 
them. Alan and the Contederate 
Cities took Arms immediately, and 
relolving to carry on a formed War: 
againſt the Emperour, invited Rinal- 
dus Marqueſs of Eſte to be their Ge- 
neral, who thinking himſelt jnjured 
and neglected by Frederick, did too 
readily undertake the Patronage of to 
unjuſt a Caulc. 

The Emperour judging. his Army 
too weak to deal with ſo many, gave 
order for New Levies in Germany, 
which were finiſhed, and ſent with 
great expedition to Iraly, the Kings 
likewiſe of DBoherria, Denmark, and 
Norway came 1n perſon to his ath- 
ſtance with their choicelt troops, ſo 
that when all his forces were, united 
he had no leſs than ſeventy thouſand 
Foot, and forty thouſand Horlie 3 the 
Contederatcs likewiſe haQ made great 
preparations,” Rinaldus of Ejje their 
General brought fix thouſand Foot, 
and four thouſand Horſe, breſcia , 
Bergamo Piacenza, Verona, Tha 
cenza, Padoua and Bologna, lent the 
he numbers 
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numbers agreed on; the general re- 
view was made at M:lar, where ac- 

cording to moſt of the Italian Wri- 
ters, they were fifty thouſand men 
well armed; the very firſt night the 
Emperour ſatedown before Mlar Rj- 
naldus ordered a fally at four ſeveral 
gates, which put the Imperial Army 
into ſuch confuſion, that the enemy 
was like to have diſpoſleſt them of 
their Camp. 

Rinaldus perceiving the Confede- 
rate Army to dwindle away inſenſi- 
bly, partly by Famine, and partly by 
Sickneſs, occaſion'd by their being 
(ſhut up ſo cloſe in the hotteſt ſeafon 
of the year, called a Council of War, 
where it was reſolved, That all ſhould 
be 1n readineſs next morning to bring 
the buſineſs to an i1flue ; the whole 
Army being accordingly aſſembled in 
the great Market place, Rinaldus led 
them out into the Imperial Camp a 
little before noon, where falling in 
npon the Dares and Norvegians that 
were ſecure and unfit for aftion, by 
reaſon of the great heat, he did fo 
great execution, that no perſwaſion 
could make them continue the fiege 
longer, 
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longer, and their marching off did 
ſo diſhearten the reſt, that the Em- 
perour thought belt to follow them ; 
Rinaldus purſued him in his retreat, 
but the Emperour not able to bear 
this affront, and conſidering his Army 
to be (till the more numerous, offer- 
ed him battle 3 Rinaldxs to make up 
the diſproportion in the number by 
the advantage of the ground, poſted 
himſelf upon a hill, dividing his Ar- 
my into four parts 3 he gave the Van. 
towards the plain to his Son Azo and 
Torriſedi Governour of Verona, the 
Milan Troops were placed at ſome 
diſtance behind, thoſe of Bereamo, 
Breſcia and Piacenza had the top of 
the hill, and the General himſelf re- 
tired to the other ſide out of the ene- 
mies view. 

The King of Bohemia commanded 
one Wing of the Imperial Army, the 
Kings of Dermark and Norway ano- 
ther z Frederick, with the Duke of 
Bavaria ſtood in the middle. 

The King of Bohemia's Wing be- 
gan the fight about noon with Az 
and Torriſedi, and for a long time it 
was doubtfull to which Party victory 
+ 2 enclincd, 
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enclined, till the King being wound. 
ed and carried back to the Camp half 
dead, his men retired in diſorder ; 
Azo encouraged by this, and ſecond- 
ed by the Troops of MZz/az,, bore all 
down before him till he came to the 
main Body, where the Emperour with 
his Ger-zan Horſe ſuſtained his charge, 
killed thoſe who led the Troops of 
Miley, and took 4z9 priſoner. They 
upon the top of the hill who hither: 
to had no occaſion to aCt, ſeeing the 
reſt in diſtreſs marched briskly down 
to their aſliſtance ; and while the Im- 
perialiſ ts bent their Forces that way, 
thinking the whole Confederate Ar- 
my was now engaged, Knaldys came 
with fach violence upon their Rere, 
that they preſently gave ground and 
marched oft, with his own hand he 
took the Imperial Standard, and fol. 
lowed the Emperour ſo cloſe, that 
he was obliged to the darkneſs of the 
night for his eſcape 3 but the news of 
h1s Sons being carried off priſoner did 
much abate the joy of his ſacccls; 
nor could any arguments prevail on 
tne Emperour to give him up ſo long 
as his Father lived, It is believed, it 
this 
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this advantage had been purſued, the 
Emperours Affairs in {taly might ſoon 
have been brought to a'weak'paſs; 
but the Confederate Troops;''as if 
they had already done enough, went 
all home to their own Cities to re- 
ceive the applauſe and carrcfles of 
their friends, and: could never again 
berunited. Rinaldws allo gave up his 
Commiſſion, not willing to' exaſpe- 
rate the Emperour while he had fuch 
an: Hoſtage from his Family 5 nor 
could the Emperour make. ſure any 
other wayes of one who did'{o un- 
juſtly head the. Confederates ,-- that 
had fo often violated their Duty, and 
failed in their promiſes to their 
Prince, | 

Frederick had been alwayes hither- 
to Victorious, and now his Fortune 
ſeemed to decline, having' atter this 
manner befieged Mila ſeveral months 
to little purpoſe, and at laſt retired 
with ſo great loſs ; bur this blow did 
rather haſten his ſucceſs, for being 
doubtfull what courſe to take, the 
news was brought him of the Conte- 
derates being gone, and this encou- 


raged him to return to the ſiege of 
| H 4 Milan 
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Milan ſooner than they expetted ; the 


City ſeeing it ſelf abandon'd ſent to 
capitulate with the Emperour, but he 
abſolutely refuſed to agree to any 
terms, telling them that he expected 
to enter at a breach in their Walls as 
a Conquerour, and to treat them ac- 
cordingly 3 whereupon truſting to his 
Clemency their Gates were opened ; 
the Emperour then mindfull haw per- 
fidioully they had dealt with him, 
commanded all the Inhabitants to de- 
part within three dayes, and the City 
to be razed to the ground 3 and up- 
on the fourth day after, he entered at 
a breach with his whole Army to ſee 
his Sentence put 1n execution ; the 
neighbour Cities were forward e- 
nough to revenge the injuries recei- 
yed in pulling down each a part; 
the wretched Inhabitants ſtanding 
without the Walls to expreſs their 
ſorrow in cryes and-tears when they 
ſaw the deplorable fall of the City : 
Nowara puli'd down one quarter, Cre- 
014 another, Como a third, and Lode 
a fourth, Churches and  Convents, 
Hoſpitals and Palaces, without reſpe&t 
were thrown "down, nothing except 
two 
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two ſmall Chappels of all that ſtately 
City was left ſtanding 3 the very Bro- 
he glio or great Market-place was ſow'd 
ny Þ with Salt : And thus Mar which had 
ed W long aſpired to the Soveraignty of 
as WW Lombardy, and which for its large- 
c- W nefs, its beauty, and the number as 
is WW well as riches of its Citizens began to 
|; WM emulate Rowe, felt in a few dayes this 
r- © terrible deſolation, as a juſt reward 
1, M@ of its inſolence to its Neighbours, and 
e- I of its perfidy to an indulgent Prince, 
yy WW who had already three | times 
p- W pardon'd-its rebellion. 

at The deſtruction of MZz/az, the fub- 
e WW miſtion of all the other Cities, and 
e W the changing the Ancient Magiſtrates 
- WW into Imperial Podeſta's ſeem'd to ſe- 
cure the Peace of [:aly for many years: 
3 WU Yet the haughty carriage of theſe new 
2 BW Miniſters in the Emperours abſence, 
r W and the Arts of Pope Alexander drew } 


y on in a ſhort time a freſh Rebellion : 
|; they wanted only a Head, and knew 
. by former experience, that none could 


either do them credit or ſervice like 
Rinaldus, but his tenderneſs for his 
Son was ſuch, that no perſwalions 
could engage him again. | P 
l 


ww TT rw 


The Hiftory 


If Rinaldus of Eſie's denying to 
joyn with the Confederates, did at 
firſt retard their motions, the baſeneſ 
of Henry of Bavaria, one of the ſame 
Family did afterwards ſpoil the Em- 
perours Afﬀairs, when he was in a fair 
way to reduce all ; he was the Empe- 
rours Couſin, and had been reſtored 
to the greateſt part of his Fathers Do- 
minions at the ſame time that his Un- 
cle Guelpho had thoſe of Matildjs gis 
ven him in Jtaly: Yet upon a vain 
{cruple ariling trom Alexanders Ex- 
communication he lett him when he 
had moſt occaſion for him and his 
Troops. The Emperour went after 
him to perſwade him to return, but 
no arguments nor condeſcenſion in 
the Emperour could work upon an 
obſtinate humour; cloak'd with a pre- 
tence to conſcience : Nor was it only 
the loſs of him and his followers, for 
his example was like to draw others 
away 3 4o that the Emperour percei- 
ving the 111 diſpoſition of his Army 
infected by the very air of that rebel- 
lious Countrey, ſent to Alexander to 
procure his reconctliation 3 this he 
obtained indeed, but upon ſuch terms, 

| that 
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that it is. hard to ſay, whether Alex- 


ander the third, or Gregory the fe- 


yenth treated an Emperour with moſt 
inſolence 5 what Gregory did at the 
Caſtle of Cannofſa only with Matil- 
dis, Alexander may be ſaid: to have 
done ſolemnly in the face of the whole 
Senate and people of Venice. 

The Emperour finding his kind- 
neſs to Hezry of Bavaria o little con- 
ſidered, turnd him out of all, and 
Henry who had married a Daughter 
of E-gland, fled thither for protecti- 
on, where he ſtay'd, till by that Kings 
interceſſion the Dutchies of Brunſ- 
wich and Lunenburgh were reſtored 
to him by the Emperour ; 1n this his 


former greatneſs was indeed much jm- 


paired, yet ſtill he continued in the 
firſt rank of German Princes, which 
figure his ſucceſlors have ever fince 
ſuſtained to the great honour of the 
Family of Eſte from which they are 
ſprung. 

Two years before died Rinaldys 
the moſt popular Prince, and the 
greateſt General of the [taliar Nati- 
on in that time. Whereever he ap- 
peared his reputation brought an Ar- 
my 
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my together, and he had been ſue. 
ceſsfull in all his undertakings, but 
the badneſs of the Cauſe he all along 
_ eſpouſed did much leſſen the glory 
of his actions. The latter part of his 
life affords nothing remarkable be. 
ſides the taking Rovigo, becaule the 
Emperour knowing his reſtleſs ſpirit, 
would never part with his Son, by 


whoſe confinement he was ſure to 


bind Rinaldus to his good behavi- 
OUr. 

When the Emperour had the news 
of Rinaldxs's death, he calld to him 
Azo, ſhew'd him how much his Fa- 
ther had been his Enemy, how ill 
Henry of Bavaria had requited his 
favours, and how both being his near 
Kinſmen had been conſequently moſt 
of all perſons obliged to promote his 
ſervice and honour : Yet that the 
former had been a great Inſtrument 
in the Rebellion of Mlar, the latter 
of his unſeaſonable accommodation 
with the Pope ; but that the world 
might ſee he had no deſign to de- 
ſtroy their Family, nor to revenge 
the Fathers guilt upon the Son from 
whom better returns might be ex- 


pected, 
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pected, he freely diſmiſt him, that he 
might go and enjoy what Rinaldys 
had left, adding thereunto the Go- 
vernment of Mz/az granted formerly 
by Otho the Great to his Anceſtor 
Hygo. Azo's unexpeted advance- 
ment gave great joy to thoſe who 
wiſh'd welt to his Houſe, but he died 
before he could expreſs his ſenſe of 
the Emperours Generoſity, and left 
this as a debt upon his Couſin Opizo 
who ſucceeded him. 

Opizo's riſe did beget great emula- 
tion in the breaſts of two powerfull 
Neighbours, and the moſt dangerous 
Enemies the Family of Eft ever dealt 
with, Salinguerra Taurel/us of Ferra- 
12, and AFiolinus of Onara, who had 
married Rinalduss Daughter : the 
former was a man of extraordinary 
parts, the latter a ſtout Captain, and 
both of them were enflam'd with am- 
bition, which Opizo's greatneſs ſeem'd 
to check ; Salzyguerra poſleſt the peo- 
ple of Ferrara with an Opinion that 
the Marqueſs of Ej#e defign'd their 
ruine, whereupon they came to acts 
of hoſtility with his Subjefts without 
further examining the buſineſs. Ac- 
tiolinus 
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1184, tiolinws railing a Title-by his Wife to 


Rovigo (ſeized upon it, agreeing with 
Salingnerra to joyn Forces 1n cale the 
Marqueſs provid too hard for «- 
ther; the difference with Ferrary 
was ſoon made up, when it appeared 
that Salinguerra had created this mi: 
underſtanding, only ' to "compaſs his 
own ends : And as ill grounded jeas 
louſfie when diflolved, «makes ſome- 
times way for the moſt laſting friend- 
ſhip 3 ſo the Marqueſs, and thoſe of 
Ferrara 'were hereby provoked to 
mutual offices of kindneſs and conh- 
dence, the Marqueſs to  confute 
Salingnerra's calumnies did efftectually 
intercede with Herzry the ſixth in be- 
half of Ferrara to-retrieve ſome. pri- 
viledges, which that Cities undurtifull 
carriage to his Father had loft : And 
this friendly aft did ſo aflet them, 
that they never ceaſed til] the Mar- 
queſs ſent his Son Azo to live among 
them : Andfrom that inſtant we may 
date the houſe of Efze's taking ſure 
footing in Ferrara, which afterwards 
proved fo happy under its influence. 
Adtiolnys was more obſtinate;: refu- 
ling to reſtore Rovigo till ett" 
Ixt 
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fixth interpoſed his Authority. Ac- 
tiolinus afterwards to ſecure the Em- 
perours favour, and to ſtrengthen his 
party againſt the Marqueſs, declared 
himſelf Head of the Gibe/r Faction, 
which obliged Opizo 'to take upon 
him the protection of the Gzelphs. 
Theſe German Factions began in 
Italy during Fredericks War with A- 
lexander the third, and were by the 
ſowers of Sedition improved to that 
degree under Frederick the ſecond, 
that they divided the whole Nation, 
they put all the Families at variance 
with one another, and the Cities in- 
to Civil Wars within themſelves ; and 
if any were indifferent 1n their judg- 
ment,' 'for their own ſecurity they 
were forced to declare themſelves of 
either Party. Sometimes one Brother 
would be a Gibe//in, that is, for the 
Emperour , and the other a Gelph 
tor the Pope 3 and thereupon forget- 
ting all the tyes of Nature, would 
mortally hate and perfecute one an- 
other ; robberies, aflaſflinations, and all 
ſorts of violence .and' revenge were 
allow'd againſt thoſe of the contrary 
Faction : and the breach being once 
made 
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made was too like to continue, ſeeing 
the wayes of uniting them were cut 
off, no man could expect reparation 
by Juſtice which lay dead 3 and the 
Families of one FaGtion could hardly 
be perſwaded to match with thoſe of 
the other : Their publick meetings 
did for the moſt part end in quarrels, 
and in the ſtreets they ufed to point 
at one another as Iraytors or Rene- 
gadoes. Nor was the long duration 
leſs ſtrange than the violence of theſe 
FadQtions, for though the flame did 
noFalways burn with equal fury, be- 
ing ſometimes ſtifled ſeveral years, and 
then breaking out again 3 yet it laſt- 
ed almoſt four hundred years (from 
Frederick Barbaroſſa's time till the 
Reign of Charles the fifth) before it 
was quite extind. Upon ſtrict en- 
quiry I find the better ſort can till 
rell which Families were Grelphs, and 
which Gibellins 1n ſeveral places, but 
they have now laid afide all rancour 
or malice upon this ſcore. 

Adiolinus was now grown a very 
nneafte Neighbour : with an Army of 
Padouans he went towards Vicenza 
and Verona, pillaging and burning all 

where 
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where he came, the People of Veroxa 
did in this ſtrait caſt their eyes npon 
Azo Opizo's Son, who with ſuch as 
follow d him from Ferrara and Eſte 
fought AG7olin near Bachilio,and took 
five hundred of his Party priſoners, 
It is probable Azo was chiefly em- 


ploy in this ſervice, becauſe Opizo 
did then lie 11], and died a few dayes 


after. 

This early proof of Azo the ſe- 
venths valour ſeem'd to preſage great 
happineſs under his Government, 
which made them receive him at E/7# 
upon his- return with extraordinary 
expreflions of joy 3 and there he con- 
tinued ſome time till his friends at 
Ferrara troubled to loſe the only per- 
ſon that could curb Salirgzerra, found 
a charm to bring him back. His Wife 
the Count of Savoy's Daughter, by 
whom he had ſeveral Children, Was 
lately dead ; they therefore propoſed 
to him a match with a Lady of their 
City, who for riches and intereſt ex- 
ceeded, all that liv'd in thoſe parts; 
her _ was the Chief Magiſtrate, 
and the much richeſt Nobleman of 
Ferrara, who beſides. what he had 

I there, 
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there, was alſo Hereditary Govern- 
our of the Mark of Ancona, to all 
which having no Hiue, his Niece was 
to ſucceed, This was too advanta- 
geous a profier for Azo to negleR, and 
Salinguerra's endeavouring to hinder 
it, did bring it on the ſooner 3 they 
were married privately, and after- 
wards received by the Magiltrates 
and People of Ferrara at their com- 
ing thither, with all the formalities of 
Princes. 

Salinguerra highly enraged went to 
the Empexour who was then in Szcily, 
with heavy Articles againſt Azo3 firſt, 
that he defign'd to make himſelf. ab- 
ſolute Maſter of all the Cities near 
tim, as he had already done of Fer- 
rara, and that with his ambition he 
diſcovered a hatred to the Emperour 
and his Government : Secondly, that 
he could not forbear to expreſs his 
reſentment of their Families having 
loſt the Dutchies of Bavaria: and 
Saxonyz and thirdly , that of all his 
Anceſtors he did moſt extol Ryraldm, 
Whom it was plain he intended to 
mitate by making himſelf Head of 
the Gue/phs his Majeſties profeſſed 


enemies. 
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enemies. Theſe words of Salznguerra, 
ſet out with all the advantage of Elo- 
quence, of which he was a great Ma- 
{ter, did ſo work upon Herry the 
fixth, that it was thought, it he had 
livd to come back it would have gone 
ill with Azo. 

In the Election of a New Empe- 
rour Germany was divided betwixt 
Philip Henries Brother, and Otho of 
E/is Duke of Brunſwick a Nephew 
of Ergland, nor could the matter be 
accommodated till O:ho marrying 
Philips Daughter wav'd his pretenſi- 
ons to the Crown at preſent, upon 
condition he ſhould enjoy it after 
his Father -in- Laws death. Sa/1z- 
gaerra at his return from Szci/y re- 
newed his Confederacy againſt the 
Marqueſs by marrying the Daughter 
of Actiolinus while 4z0 retired to Eſte 
upon the death of his Wife. No 
ſooner was he gone but Salirguerra 
began to bear {way after his old man- 
ner, and not content to be abſolute 
at home by his Father in Laws means 
he got to be Podeſts of Verona. 

Every one could cafily gueſs what 
AFiolinws and he aimed at, but none 
I 2 mn 
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in Veroza had the courage to oppoſe 
them, except Count Boniface, who 
told the people plainly, they were 
haſting towards ſlavery, and that the 
only way to ſave them, was, to ſeek 
to the Marqueſs of Eſte's protection: 
Moſt agreeing with the Counts mo- 
tion, they ſent to Azo, who marched 
thither,, encountered AFiolinus and 


Salinguerra 1n the Market-place, took i 
the former priſoner, while the other 


eſcaped ; and reſtored the City to its 
Ancient Freedom. Upon advice that 
many were fled to Peſcera, he went 
and befieged the place, and upon its 
ſurrender diſmilt the Common Sol. 
diers, but fent the Officers priſoners 
to Eſie, with thoſe that were taken 
at Verona, he ſet AGiolinms at liberty 
upon his bare promiſe, not to give 
any diſturbance afterwards to him or 
his friends. The news of Azo's ſucceſs 
drew all whom Salingzerra baniſhed 
to his Party, with whom going di- 
rectly to Ferrara he chaſed . Salin- 
gxerra and his adherents thence, and 
put the Government into the hands 
of his own friends, promiſing his al- 
fiſtance upon the leaſt notice of Sa- 
linguerra's 
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linguerra's being about to attempt any 
thing. 

Next year was yet mote favour- 
able to the Houſe of Eſze by the ad- 
vancement of Otho to the Imperial 
Crown. In his journey towards Rowe 
he was met by Azo and his Sons near 
Vzrona, whom he received and treat- 
ed as his Kinſmen, he compoled their 


# differences with AGiolinus and Salin- 
| zxerra, and deſired that for his fake 
Fall the priſoners at Eſt? might be ſer 
at liberty. The Marqueſs continued 


with him till the Ceremony of his 
Coronation was over, and then that 
the Family might reap ſome advan- 
tage as well as honour by his digni- 
nity, he gave to Azo the Principality 
of Veroza, together with the final ap- 
peal of the Province, and likewiſe 
the Government of the Mark of A- 
cona, with ſeveral Caſtles belonging 
to Vicenza : Where among the mo- 
tives inducing the Emperour hereun- 
to, expreſs mention 1s made of their 
kindred, as appears by the Grant yet 
extant. 
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CH AP. VI. 


The irreconcileable differences of the 
Guelphs and Gibbellins, with the 
Marqueſs of Eſte's getting Ferrara, 
and the death of the moit infamons 
Tyrant Actiolin, and of his Brother 
Albericus. 
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He Crown was not well ſetled 
upon Otho's head when Inns 

cent the third gave it away to Fred. 
rick the ſecond, pretending that Oths 
had broke his Coronation Oath, and 
fortcited his Dignity by 1nvading the 
Dominions of Frederick , and of the 
Church : Whether the Pope were 
more injuſt in ſetting Otho up to op- 
poſe Philip, or in degrading him now 
toadvance Frederick , whom he him: 
{elf had formerly injured, I leave to 
Frhers to decide. But plain it is, that 
10 Apology can be made for Az9' 
behaviour 1n this juncure, ſeeing he 
who had ſo lately been own'd. for 
Otto's Kinſman, and had received fo 
freſh marks of his favour, was. the 
moſt forward of all the Nobjlity of 
Lom- 
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Lombardy to countenance the Popes 
ſentence, and declare for Frederick, 
By his means were Otho's Garriſons 
turned out of moſt of the Cities of 
Tuſcany ; and fo great was his zeal 
for the Cauſe, and ſo entirely did the 
party confide in him, that he had 
the young Prince committed to his 
truſt till he got ſafe into Germany : 
This rendered him ſtill more conf1- 
derable among the Gue/phs, who were 
become too ſtrong for the other Par- 
ty by Otho's depreſſion 3 but while 
they were projecting how to model 
the Government of Lombardy after 
their own way, Azo's death broke all 
their meaſures. 

Salingnuerra hoping to find in his 
Son Aldobrandinus a perſon ealie to 
deal with, would not ſtand to the 
treaty made with Azo a little before 
his death, complaining that he had 
been over-reached in it 3 beſides, he 
conſidered, if the Marqueſs once got 
Modena and Regio into his hands, as 
he was like to do, with what grief 
he muſt from the Walls of Ferrara 
ſee himſelf ſurrounded on every ſide 


with the Territories of the Houſe of 
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Eſte, and therefore made what haſt 
he could to come to a breach before 
he were in a manner ſhut up at home, 
Notice being given to the Marqueſs 
of Salinguerra's intentions, he ſent to 
Bologna the guaranty of the Peace be- 
betwixt Salingnerra and his Father, to 
demand their afliſtance; they who 
knew Salingnerra tobe a man of a reſt- 
leſstemper,that obſervdno agreement 
longer than it made for his advan- 
tage, joyned with the Marquels, and 
marched towards Ferrara, which they 
took without great reſiſtance and 
Salinguerra retired to a Caſtle be- 
longing to Modena, from whence by 
frequent excurſions he did greatly 
annoy the other Party 3 but percel- 
ving them reſolved to have the place, 
he engaged Bologea to intercede with 
the Marqueſs, that upon furrender he 
might have leave to return to Fer- 
rara with ſolemn proteſtations, that 
he would give him no further diſtur- 
bance. | | 

The difference with Salinguerra 
was the ſooner made up, becauſe the 
danger Eſte was in by AGiolin and 
the Padouars called for ſpeedy _ 
rom 
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from the Marqueſs, who juſt got back 
in time to ſave it. A Party in the 
Mark of Ancona commanded by the 
Count of Celano declared anew for 
Otho, pillaging and burning every 
place that would not joyn with them. 
Aldobrandinus, to whom that Govern- 
ment did of right belong, though the 
Counts of Celano alwayes diſputed it, 
went thither, fought Otho's Party, 
killed the Count, for which Innocent 
gave him the Title of Marqueſs of 
Ancona; and having thus in a ſhort 
time humbled Sa/imgnerra, raiſed the 
fiege of Ejte, and recovered his Au- 
thority in the Mark - He died ſud- 
denly in the flower of his age, not 


without ſuſpition of poiſon given him 


by one of his Servants, whom the 
Count of Celano's Brother had cor- 
rupted : he left two Daughters, whom 
we ſhall mention hereafter. 

The Enemies of the Family of Eft? 
got nothing by Aldobrandin's death, 
his Brother Azo the eighth, or as ſome 
will have him the ninth who ſucceed- 
ed him, being a perſon for his skill 


both in the Arts of Peace and War, 


well qualified for thoſe difficult times. 
| The 
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Eſte, and therefore made what haſt 


he could to come to a breach before 
he were in a manner ſhut up at home, 
Notice being given to the Marqueſs 
of Salinguerra's intentions, he ſent to 
Bologna the guaranty of the Peace be- 
betwixt Salingnerra and his Father, to 
demand their afhiſtancez they who 
knew Salingnerra tobe a man of a reſt- 
leſs temper,that obſerv'd no agreement 
longer than it made for his advan- 
tage, joyned with the Marquels, and 
marched towards Ferrara, which they 
took without great reſiſtance ; and 


Salinguerra retired to a Caſtle be- 


longing to Modena, from whence by 
frequent excurſions he did greatly 
annoy the other Party ; but percei- 
ving them reſolved to have the place, 
he engaged Bologna to intercede with 
the Marqueſs, that upon furrender he 
might have leave to return to Fer- 
rara with ſolemn proteſtations, that 
he would give him no further diſtur- 
bance. | 

The difference with Salinguerra 
was the ſooner made up, becauſe the 
danger Eſte was in by Adiolin and 


the Padouans called for ſpeedy relief 
from 
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from the Marqueſs, who juſt got back 
in time to ſave it. A Party in the 
Mark of Axcona commanded by the 
Count of Celano declared anew for 
Otho, pillaging and burning every 
place that would not joyn with them. 
Aldobrandinus, to whom that Govern- 
ment did of right belong, though the 
Counts of Celano alwayes diſputed it, 
went thither, fought Otho's Party , 
killed the Count, for which Innocent 
gave him the Title of Marqueſs of 
Ancona ;, and having thus in a ſhort 
time humbled Salingnerra, raiſed the 
fiege of E/te, and recovered his Au- 


| thority in the Mark - He died ſud- 


denly in the flower of his age, not 
without ſuſpition of poiſon given him 
by one of his Servants, whom the 
Count of Celano's Brother had cor- 
rupted : he left two Daughters, whom 
we {hall mention hereafter. 

The Enemies of the Family of Efte 
got nothing by Aldobrandin's death, 
his Brother Azo the eighth, or as ſome 
will have him the ninth who ſucceed- 
ed him, being a perſon for his skill 
both in the Arts of Peace and War, 
well qualified for thoſe difficult times. 
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The firſt thing he did after quelling 
an Inſurre&ion in Ancona, was to ſet- 
tle at Ferrara, that ſo he might have 
an. eye upon Salingzerra's motions, 
whom he knew ready to take advan» 
tage of every change, and Salinguer- 
ras Opinion of Azo kept them ſeveral 
years on good terms; but the flame 
that was ſmother'd and not extin&, 
did too eaſily break out again 3 and 
now all began to declare themſelves 
openly Guelphs or Gibellins, Salin- 
guerra being gone Podeſtia to Mar- 
toua, the Guelphs in a popular tumult 
pulled down his Pallace, deſtroy'd 
his fine Gardens, broke his Statues in 
pieces, and made havock of every 
thing they met with. This news did 
ſo incenſe him, that coming upon 
rhem unexpected, he killed every 
(7uelph he found, and by the help of 
the Gibe/ins forced the Marqueſs to 
leave the City to his mercy. This Ci- 
vil War which none can deny Azo's 
Party began; did for three years 
plague Ferrara ; ſometimes the Mar- 
queſs and the Guelphs had the' bet- 
ter, {ſometimes none were to be ſeen 
but Gibe/ins ; thole that prevailed 
were 
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were ſure to pull down all the 

houſes that belonged to the other 
Party ; fo that at laſt the City lay in 
a heap of rubbiſh, and of thirty two 
Steeples that were in it when Salr- 
guerra went to Mayntona, not one was 
left ſtanding. 

The Marqueſs aſliſted by Verona 
and Padoxa (hut Salinguerra lo cloſe 
vp within Ferrara, that he ſeemed 
willing to come to any accommoda- 
tion z but when Count Boniface up- 
on his Invitation went in to treat 
with him, moſt perfidioutly he kept 
him priſoner, tellmng him withall, that 
as Azo was obliged to the Troops of 
Verona for the advantage he now had, 
ſo he expected his own terms before 
he parted with him. Azo's tender- 
neſs for Count Boniface whom he 
judged in great danger, made him 
yield to fuch things as Salinguerra 
durſt never otherwiſe have propo- 
ſed ; for it was agreed, that all the 
Gibellins baniſhed by the Marquels as 
well as the Guelphs by Salingaerra, 
ſhould have leave to return, and be a- 
gain poſleſt of their Eſtates, and of the 
grounds where their houſes had _ ; 
Or 
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for very few of them were left entire, 
that all places and truſts ſhould be di- 
vided betwixt them, that Salinguerra 
ſhould continue at Ferrara, but the 
Marqueſs might not come thither a- 
bove twice a year, and then he was 
to leave moſt of his train without the 
Gates, and to ſtay only a few dayes. 
This Peace beyond all mens expeCta- 
tion laſted fifteen years, which help- 
ed much to repair the ruines of the 
City. 

About this time ATolinys, the de- 
clared head of the Gzbelins, after ha- 
ving long glutted himſelf with blood, 
cruelty and oppreſlion, renounced 
the world to dedicate the ruines of 
his old age to a Monaſtick life, lea- 
ving a Son of the ſame name, who 
carried on the diviſions of 1taly, and 
out-vied him in all manner of wick- 
edneſs. Salinguerra could not expe 
to better himſelf by falling out again 
with the Marqueſs ; yet that he might 
one day or other make work for him, 
he underhand employed all his inte- 
reſt to get AGiolin the younger crea- 
ted Podeſts of Verona, by which that 
Party was much ſtrengthen'd. ; 
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If things went ill with the Grelphs 
where Atiolinus and Salinguerra were 
in Authority, the Gibe/ins made as 
great complaints of their hard uſage 
1m A»cona, where the Marqueſs being 


| abſolute Maſter, was much encoura- 


ged in his ſeverities by Hozorizs the 
third, and Gregory the ninth 3 the 
latter ſeeing Frederickengagedin the 
Holy War thought to ſeize upon the 
Kingdom of Naples, and communi- 
cating his Defign to Azo, found him 
too ready to engage in it; nor could 
any thing but the Emperours ſpeedy 
return have prevented them. 

No wonder if Frederick were much 
offended with the Pope and Azo's 
proceedings, and they conſcious of 
their guilt armed the Grelphs, leſt 
the Emperour ſhould attempt any 
thing againſt them, which made A- 
Giolinus and his Party not think 
themſelves ſecure, unleſs they were 
in the ſame poſture ; ſo that for a 


| - long time in form'd Armies they lay 


in wait for one another, and put a 
ſtop not only to all manner of Trade, 
which much impoveriſhed Corpora- 
tions, but alſo to agriculture, upon 
which 
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which a Famine was like to enfue : 
Both Parties being at length tired 
out, and their brutal fury in ſome 
meaſure ſpent, firſt a ceflation of 
Arms, then a Peace was concluded 
and ſealed with the marriage of A- 
Fiolins Niece to Rinaldws Azo's Son. 

Andrew the ſecond of Hungary in 
his return from Rowe was entertain- 
ed by Azo at Eſte, where charmed 
with the beauty of Beatrix, Aldobrar- 
din's Daughter, and her Uncles Mag- 
nificence, he demanded her in Mar- 
riage, and Azo conſenting to it, ſhe 
was ſent after him into Hy»gary with 
a Noble Train; a few months after 
Andrew died leaving the Queen with 
Child, and ſhe apprehending her ſelf 
in danger from the next Heir of the 
Crown, retired to her Friends in [4 
ly, where ſhe was brought to bed of 
Stepherr, Father to Andrew the third 
King of Hurgary. Her younger $Si- 
ſter Alexina was married to Albert 
Duke of Brunſwick. 

The Peace betwixt Azo and Aio- 
lin at beſt ſignified Intle, feeing their 
acts of hoſtility were ſcarce ever dif- 
continued ;- but Gregory the ninth, 


taking 
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taking occaſion to quarrel with the 


| Emperour for refuſing to go again 


into Syria, brought things to a worſe 
paſs than before : they had drawn the 
Guelphs and Gibellins into bodies, 
openly defying one another ; the 
Emperour upon his Excommunicati- 
on was marching towards Roxzez and 
Salinguerra was entering upon the 
laſt and moſt Tragical Act of his Life, 
whach I muſt not paſs in ſilence. 

The Yeretians required a certain 
acknowledgement for all goods car- 
ried up the Ps to Ferrara, which 
Salinguerra was not willing to pay 
and their ſhips being ſent to lye at the 
mouth of the River to hinder any 
zhing to enter, Salinguerra with what 
Boats he could make came upon them, 
and after a ſharp diſpute had the ber- 
ter, taking ſome, which he brought 
to Ferrara as Trophies of his Victory 
over the Venetian Navy. The Re- 
publick not able to digeſt this affront, 
joyned with the Grelphs to be re- 
venged upon Salingxerra, who ſu- 
_—_— ſome defign upon the City 

id haſten his ruine by command- 
ing all of that Faction to be gone, 
and 
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and receiving Germars in their place, 


This was declared to be a plain 
breach of the Treaty with Azo, who 
thereupon being choſen General a- 
gainſt him, went towards Ferrara in 
the ng—__ of February, accompa- 
nied by the Doge of Verice,the Popes 
Legate Boniface, and many of the 
Chief Nobility of thoſe parts3 Salin- 
guerra made for four months a ſtout 
reliſtance, till Proviſions beginning to 
fail, without any proſped& of ſupply, 
the Land Army having deſtroyed the 
Harveſt, the Veretian Navy block- 
ed up the River, and the German: 


' growing mutinous, Hugo Rambertus, 


a man of great Authority, did in 
the name of the City defire him to 
make peace with Azo. Salinguerre 
had no diſpoſition towards it, yet 
yielded to Hxgo's importunity , and 
upon the Generals, the Doges and the 
Legates promiſe, that he ſhould be 
permitted to return ſafe into the City, 
ventured out into the Enemies Camp 
to treat. 

The Legate was for ſeizing imme- 
diately upon Salingwerra, pretending 
that no faith was to be kept to one 
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that had broken his ſo often, but the 
Marqueſs would by no means agree 
to it, at laſt it was concerted among 
them, that leaving the General 1n the 
Camp with the Army, the reſt ſhould 
accompany him ſafe into the Town 
to make good their word, and there 
make him priſoner ; and while Salzr- 
guerra entertained them at a ſumptu- 
ous Banquet he was laid hold upon, 
clapd in chains, and ſent in a Galley 
to Venice, where he died ſoon after 
in the eightieth year of his age. This 
we mult fay of Salingzerra, that no 
man ever took more pains to bring 
trouble upon himſelf, nor uſed greater 
addreſs to be diſ-intangled : Moſt of 
his ations ſhew how little he was ob- 
liged to Fortune, though much to 
Nature, being of a gracefull perſon, 
affable, bold, eloquent and bounti- 
full, all which helped to make him 
popular.; but thoſe bleſſings were 0- 
verballanced by cruelty, difhimulati- 
on and ambition; that at laſt he had 
hard meaſure cannot be denied ; yet 
his treacherous carriage to others 
made his fall the leſs pitied. 
Salinguerra's death brought the 
- K Mar- 
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Marqueſs a ſufficient reward for all 
the pains and danger undergon in | 
behalf of Ferrara, the whole City in Pe 
a body, with the Biſhop, declaring : 
him their Prince, to whom they were 
willing to commit their Lives and 


Fortunes, without tying him to any " 
other . Rules of Government than M . 
what his Prudence and Goodnels Wl «1 
ſhould judge moſt for the Cities ad- WW ;- 
vantage. The Venetians for the charge ny 
and trouble they had been it in this WO 
Expedition, were allowed to ſettle a WW 


Magiſtrate there, whoſe Authority in WJ 
all their Councils was for ſome time 
great, but after a few years limited 
by the Marqueſs to ſuch things as im- 
mediately concerned the Republick, I; 
The Popes Legate alſo took upon 
him to confirm 1n his Maſters Name 
the Cities choice of the Marques, 
which at firſt appeared no more than 
a matter of Ceremony, -but was 
{ſtrangely made uſe: of afterwards-to 
prove the Popes Title to that City. 
This Azo's Succeſſors found by fad 
experience, when allowed only to be 
feudatary Princes, they were at laſt 
forced to part with that to "the 
Church, 
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Church, which they owed to the peo- 
ples Free Choice; and in truth it was 
2 high piece of injuſtice, by them 
called fubtilty, for the Pope to pre- 
tend to give away what was not his 
own, that ſo he might call it back at 
his pleaſure. 

+ AFiolir had with grief beheld the 
fall of Salizgaerra', and the rume of 
his Party in Ferrara, by the advance- 
ment of the Marqueſs, which he pre- 
vented as long as he could, and wait- 
ed only- for- an occaſion to do mil- 
chief, which: alwayes comes too ſoon, 
Gregory the ninth, Azo's belt friend be- 
ing dead, the Emperours Arms threat- 
ning the Gzeiphs, and the Marqueſs 
being employed at Ferrara, 4&70lin 
vpon a ſudden falls into his Countries 
of Eſte' and Rovigo, made prey of 
whatever was worth carrying away, 
burnt the reſt with the villages, and 
killed without reſpect to ſex or age, 
all the perfons he met with, and re- 
turned to Padoua which had for tome 
time groan'd under his yoke. The 
Marqueſs with his Army went thither 
and fate down before it, knowing 
how much A&:vtiiz was hated ; bur 
K 2 this 
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this coſt many of the Padonan Nobi- 
lity dear 3 for being ſuſpeted to have 
encouraged the Marqueſs 1n this at- 
tempt, without further proof, they 
were by the Tyrants order molt bar- 
baroufly murdered. To relate all the 
2246, particulars that paſt betwixt Adiolin 
and the Marqueſs, were to give 
an entire Hiſtory for many years'of 
the Guelphs and Gibel/ins of Lombar- 
dy, who ated nothing remarkable 
but in their preſence, or by their di 
re&ion; I adviſe the Reader then, 
who defires-to be informed of the 
moſt remarkable paſlages of ſeveral 
years, till we come towards Aiolin' 
death, form within himſelf Ideas of 
the greateſt confuſion, murders and 
villanies pacticable, and 1n theſe look 
back upon the deplorable ſtate of 

taly in that time. | 
Conrrard after 'the death of the 
Emperour Frederick, cauſed ſome to 
poiſon Rinaldus Azo's Son, who had 
been many years kept priſoner in the 
Kingdom of Naples ; but his Son O- 
pizo eſcaped to his Grand-Father with 
the news of Rinaldws's death. It was 
no ſtrange thing that Conrard ſhould 


deal 
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deal thus with the Son of his greateſt 
Enemy, if it be true which is report- 
ed, that he helped to diſpatch the 
Emperour his Father 3 and this may 
in a great part excuſe his Brother 
Manfred for poiſoning him. 


ples, and encouraged AGiolin to do 
the ſame in Lombardy: his Neighbours 
to whom he was grown terrible with- 
out any other Army than his con- 
ſtant train, knew what they might ex- 
ped, if the Gibel/zns were brought 
1, WH together under ſuch a General 3 this 
be W made the Venetians, the Pope, and the 
al Marqueſs of Ferrara enter into a 
71 WF {iri& Confederacy againſt AG7olir ; 
of W 2nd that Forces might be raiſed with 
1d i the more expedition, it was declared 
«a Croifado, and plenary indulgences 
WW were granted at Bologna, Ferrara and 
other . places through which the 


cl Popes Legate paſt, to ſuch as ſhould 
0 engage in fo pious a War; and in- 
dB deed A75olin had fo laid afide all ſen- 
© WF timents of humanity, that at Padoua 
- where he did moſt reſide few dayes 
1 Y paſt without inſtances of ſignal crue]- 
1 ty, to be only baniſhed, though with 
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the loſs of Eſtate, was thought no 
{mall favour, for by this means life 
was ſecured, which no innocence 
could do at home ; his fury often- 
times broke out againſt thoſe who 
thought themſelves moſt his favou- 
rites, and who had really deſerved 
beſt of him : In a word, all within 
his reach, and he had then a long 
arm, did tremble under the apprehen- 
fion of his wrath. 

Afiolin upon the news of the Cor- 
federates march, and of their deſign 
upon Padoxua, not willing to meet 
them, nor judging it for his reputa- 
tion to be beſieged there, left the 
place with a good Garriſon to his 
Nephew, and went in perſon to be- 
ſiege Mantona, as if he had appre 
hended no danger behind him ; but 
this act of vanity loſt him Padow, 
which having made a ſhort and 2 
taint reſiſtance was taken by aſlault: 
Moſt of the Inhabitants, inſtead of 
ſeeking for lurking places, as is uſual 
upon ſuch occaſions, run to meet the 
Marqueſs and Legate at their entry, 
falling down at their feet, ready to a- 


dore them, as ſent from God, to de- . 


liver 
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liver their City from ſo horrid a Ty- 
rantz and then walking before in a 
Solemn Proceffion to the Great 
Church, with a good heart they ſung 
Te Deurmr. From the Church they 
went to the priſons, freeing fifteen 
hundred from their chains in -one 
place, fix hundred in another, beſides 
many Women of quality, who had 
not ſeen the light, nor their friends, 
nor known how things went in the 
world for ſeveral years. Upon the 
ſurrender of the Caſtle, the whole 
City run to ſee that place of which 
next to hell they were moſt afraid, 
it having been of a long time the in- 
famous Theatre of AdG10lins cruelty : 
Upon ſearch, in the Dungeons above 
four hundred and fixty perſons were 
found ſo pined away with hunger, 
and covered with filth, that none pre- 
ſent could know them, either by their 
voices or countenances, though after- 
wards moſt of them proved to be Pa- 
douans, The great number and va- 
riety of Inſtruments of torment, with 
the heaps of dead bodies that filled 
the corners of thoſe loathſom apart- 
ments, did ſtrike the beholders with 
K 4 amazement, 
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amazement. - And indeed as other 
great Men delight in ſtately Palaces, WW y 
and fine Gardens, AG7olin's whole W n 
ſtudy was employed in thoſe helliſh' WM fi 
Inventions 3 his priſon was a Labe- I a 
rinth in which he commanded the 

perſon who preſented him the Model 

to be ſhut firſt up to ſee if it were fo 

ingeniouſly contrived as he pretend- 

ed; and it is certain, as many thou- 

ſands ended their dayes 1n it, fo nei- 
ther the unhappy contriver, nor any 
other ever found the way out, to 
come and give the world an account 
of it, till the Marqueſs and the Legate 
got thither. 

While Padoua was expreſling its 
Joy for ſo unexpeRed a deliverance, 
It went 11] with the poor Padouan 
at Verona, AFiolin happened to arrive 
from the fiege of Martoua at the ſame 
time with this unwelcom news; and 
the poor Meſſenger who innocently 
reported 1t was by his order immedt- 
ately put to death; but it being in a 
few hours confirmed by rmany of his 
Officers who had made their eſcape, 
A#iolin commanded his Army to be 
lodged within the City, and the Gates 

tQ 
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to be ſhut up, and all the Padouars 
who were there,either under confine- 
ment, or ſoldiers in the Army, or Of- 
ficers of his Houſe to be apprehended 
and killed 3 and fo punCtually was he 
obeyed by his Guards, and the other 
Miniſters of his Cruelty, that in a 


| weeks time, of eleven thouſand only 


twenty eight remained alive. 

Having offered up ſuch a bloody 
facrifice to his wrath, as hardly any 
Hiſtory can parallel, he marched to- 
wards Padoua, but finding it was not 
to be recovered at his return to Ve- 
rona, thoſe twenty eight, whom in 
regard of the ſingular ſervices done 
him, he had formerly exempted from 
the common butchery, were all hang- 
ed in the Market place. Then joyn- 
ing with Pallavicino and ſome other 
Gibelins, he beat the Legates Army, 
took himſelf priſoner, and got into 
Breſcia almoſt upon as eafte terms as 
the Marqueſs and the Legate had Pa- 
doua : But his allowing no ſhare in 
the Conqueſt to thoſe who affiſted 
him, made Palavicino go over to the 
Marqueſs for whom the honour of- 
ruining AGiolin was reſerved 3 for 

| while 
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while he was attempting no leſs than 
the Conqueſt of Milan, the Marqueſs 
and Pa/lavicino gave him battle, and 
having the advantage, they fo pur- 
ſued it, that AJiolin with five horſe 
only endeavouring to recover Berga- 
210, was over-taken before he got 
thither, and ſo fell into their hands 
alive. 

When the Soldiers heard AGiolin 
was taken, they crowded to behold 
the Monſter, whom they fancied not 
to be ſhaped like other men, it being 
a conſtant tradition among the Com- 
mon People, that a Devil cloathed 
with a body, ſupplied his pretended 
Fathers place when he was begotten; 
many of them calling to mind, how 
much he had made them ſuffer in 
their perſons, 1n their eſtates, or in 
their friends, could ſcarce by the Ge- 
nerals Authority be contained from 
offering him violence : but he being 
recommended to Pallavicinos care 
he was convey d firſt to his tent, af- 
terwards to Soncino, where giving lit- 
tle ſign of ſorrow for the rivers of 
innocent blood he had ſpilt, and ob- 
ſtinately refuſing to have his wounds 
ſearched, 
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ſearched, or to eat. or drink enough 
to keep him alive, he thus helped to 
diſpatch himſelf 3 nor could his great- 
eſt enemies have wiſhed him to fall 
by a more polluted hand. 

The joy for A&7olin's death was 


Þ.oon allay'd by the ations of Alberi- 


c#s his Brother in whom he ſeemed 
ſtill to live. His cruelties at Treviſo, 
and other parts of the Mark called 
for a new Croiſado, of which the 
Marqueſs was again declared Gene- 
ral : Albericus had ſtrongly fortified 
the Caſtle of S* Zero, and provided 
It with all neceſlaries, reſolving to 
make it his laſt refuge, and thither he 
now retired with his Treaſure, his 
Family, and a few of his moſt truſty 
Friends, who helped him to keep it 
out ſo long beyond expeQation, that 
the beſiegers engaged, that all in the 
place ſhould be ſet at hberty, except 
Albericas and his Family, who were 
to be given up, which being accord- 
ingly done, the vengeance of ſuch as 
he had injured, he was brought with 
his Wife, his (ix Sons, and his two 
Daughters into the middle of the 
Camp, where, firſt, the Sons, in = 
an 
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and their Mothers preſence had their 
legs and arms cut off and thrown at 
their Parents, their bodies were hey- 
ed in pieces and carried as relicks to 
the poor diſconſolate Widows whom 
Albericus had deprived of their Hus- 
bands much after the ſame manner be- 
fore he left Treviſo. His Wite and his 
two Daughters, whoſe innocenceand 
beauty deſerved a better fate, were 
faſten'd to ſtakes and burnt alive ; 
and Albericus 1n the laſt place being 
tyed to a Horſe tayle, was dragged 
about the Camp, and all that would, 
had leave with hot pincers to tear 
out his fleſh, and what remained of 
his Carcaſs became a prey to the 
Wolves of the next wood. Afﬀeer 
this dreadfull manner was the Family 
of Ozara extirpated, which had for 
ſeveral Ages aimed at an Abſolute 
Dominion over that part of [zah: 
but the inſupportable tyranny of the 
two Adﬀiolin's and Albericus drew the 
wrath of Heaven and Earth upon 
them, and has made their memory 0- 
dious to all poſterity. 


CHAP. 
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A continuation of the —_— be- 
twixt the Guelphs and Gibellins un- 
till the death of Rinaldus the ſe- 


cond. 


He loſs'of AGiolin to the Gibel- 

lins was repaired in Maſlinus 
Scaliger, who coming to be Created 
Podeſti of Verona, declared himſelf 
head of that Party ; Moſt of the 1ta- 
lian Writers make Maſtinxs of a very 
mean extraction, raiſed to great riches 
under AG70oli», and now to the chief 
truſt in the City, which was ſo ma- 
naged by him, that he and his Off- 
ſpring continued Abſolute: Princes 
there for above a hundred years, till 
their Ambition and Inſolence provo- 
ked their Neighbours to arm to their 
ruine. The firſt thing Maſtinws un- 
dertook was to chaſe away Count 
Boniface and the Guelphs 3, but they 
going to Ferrara made known the 
danger their Party was in from ſuch 
a growing enemy, and A&iolins crea- 
ture, and eafily engaged the Mar- 
quels 
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queſs to aſſiſt them, but Maftinas up. 
on their approach, not thinking him- 
ſelf able yet to deal with him who 
bad fo lately ruined A@iohn and his 
Family agreed to reſtore the Count, 
and thofe he had baniſhed, and kept 
himſelf afterwards within the terms 
of moderation, as lang as, the Mar- 
quels lived. ; 
The ſupport the Gbellins had from 
Manfred made Orban the fourth who 
was a French-man offer the Crown of 
Naples to Charles Count of Arjou, a 
Brother of France, which he accept- 
ed the more willingly, becauſe he was 
much encouraged by the aſſurances 
that were given him from the Mar- 
queſs and the Gyelphs of Lombard, 
but while preparations were making 
on all hands, the Marquefs died much 
lainented by his Party : He had been 
wonderfully fucceſsfull in moſt of his 
attempts, though he had to do with 
the greateſt men of that Age, and 
that often times upon very unequal! 
rerms: he cannot be much taxed, et- 
ther with cruelty or breach of pro- 
miſe, yet he wanted not his fratlties, 
only the wickedneſs of his Rival 4- 
Fiolin 
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Zjolin both helped to cover them, and 
render his virtues the more conſpi- 
cuous. And upon the whole matter 
it muſt be acknowledged he was en- 
gaged in the worſt Party, feeing the 
Gibellins Cauſe, how ill foever they 
managed it, was much the juſteſt, they 
maintained the Emperours undoubt- 
ed Rights, which the Guelphs pre- 
tended the Popes Spiritual Arms had 
cut off. 

Azo leaving his Grand-child Opizo 
too young to undertake the Govern- 
ment, the Biſhop of Ferrara under a 
pretence of the danger 'of the times 
that required a Prince able to pro- 
tet them, would have come to a new 
Choice; but ſuch was the reſpect the 
City generally had for the Family of 
Eſte, that the Biſhops practices ſer- 
ved only to make ther the more 
watchtull in preſerving Opizo's right. 
In this Mantora, Padonz, and the 
Neighbour places encouraged them, 
offering their affiſtance if required 
towards Opizo's eſtabliſhment 5 and 
the Turcii a powerfull Family, who 
with moſt vigour withſtood the Bt- 
ſhop, were appointed-Guardians du- 
ring 
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ring the young Princes minority. 
—_ the fourth, no leſs an ene- 
my to Manfred than Orbar his Pre. 
deceſlor, ſent to Charles of Arjon to 
make haſt if he expeted the Crown 
deſigned him, and finding the moſt 
decent, the moſt effeual, and with- 
all the cheapeſt way for the Church 
to make war was by Croilado's, where 
a red Croſs, and a plenary indulgence 
which coſt nothing, made the good 
men of thoſe dayes fight more de- 


| ſperately than any pay. The War a- 


gainſt Maxfred was declared a Holy 
and a meritorious Expedition, and 
none in Lowbardy promoted it more 
than Opizo, or rather his Guardians: 
The iflue of all was, Charles and the 
worſt Cauſe prevailed, Manfred lo- 
ſing his Crown with his Lite under 
the Walls of Benevert. 

The Gibel/rzs only hope was pla- 
ced in Conrardin, Manfreds Nephew, 
and the Grand-child of Frederick the 
ſecond, whoſe journey into [taly Mi 
ſtinus Scaliger, Prince now of Verona, 
did, as earneſtly ſollicite as the Mar- 
queſs did formerly that, of Charles. 


Conrardin came and paſt moſt of the 
winter 
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winter with Scaliger conſulting about 
the method of carrying on the war 
while Opizo's Guardians, and the 
Guelphs, nothing trighted by the ene- 
mies nearneſs, raiſed what Troops 
they could for Charles : Early in the 
ſpring both Partics appeared 1n the 
field, but the fate that purſued Bar- 
baroſ/a's Family ſoon overtook Cor- 
rardin, The Germans and Gibel/ins 
were beat, the poor Prince made 
priſoner, and in the eighteenth year 
of his age ſentenced by Charles, not 
without the Popes privacy and dire- 
Ction, to die as a common traytor by 
the hand of an Executioner for en- 
deavouring to recover what of right 
id belong to him. 

he Guardians reſigning the Go- 
yeroment to Opizo now of age, he 
by his ſtrict Union with Charles co- 
vered himſelf from all the ſtorms Ma- 
ſtinus Scaliger, and the Gibellins rai- 
ſed. It is true, the extin&ion of Bar- 
baroſſa's Family in Conrardin had 


brought them ſo low, that for ſome - 


time they durſt ſcarce own the name 
or the quarrel, however they: wint- 
ed not wayes to continue the divt- 
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fion, and Maſtinzs kept them in 
hopes of great things under a new 
Emperour 3 but when application 
was made to Rodolphas Count of 
Hapsburgh, the firſt of the Houſe of 
Auſtria that had the Imperial Crown, 
no arguments could work upon him 
to come into Italy, or to intrigue 
himſelf at,all in the concerns of that 
Nation ſo fatal to his Predeceflors, 
whom, he ſaid, he could trace going 
thither, but could meet with no foot- 
ſteps of their return : from him as Si- 
gonixs, and the beſt Writers obſerve, 
[italy may date its liberty, ſeeing any 
City could purchaſe of Rodolphss 
what Government it pleaſed ; though 
if we look narrowly into this thing, 
it proved rather a changing Maſters 
than any true liberty, and in many 
places a loſing the protedtion of an 
Emperour to be under the laſh of 
{ome petty Tyrant, it made way for | 
the greatneſs of the Church, elta- | 
bliſhed the French, and in general, it WW 
fared worſe with {taly afterwards, 
though in ſome places they fell into 
gentle hands, as happily Modena and 
Kegio did when joyned with Ferrara 
under the ſame Prince. The 
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The Church was ſoon ſenſible how 
little it had got by exchanging Ger- 
mans for French, who lecing them- 
{clves once fixt in 1taly, could not be 
ſatisfied, unleſs they had the {piritual 
power likewiſez and according to the 
vanity natural to moſt people in pro- 
ſperity, but in a peculiar manner to 
the French , they talked of nothing 
but a French Pope, a French Conli- 
ſtory, and to have all new modelled 
in their way. This made Nicolaus 
the third a proud [r4/;ar of the Houſe 
of Ur/ini who hated and contemned 
all Tramontani, and particularly the 
French, vigoroully beſtir himſelt a- 
gainſt Charles, and the firſt that found 
the ill effects of his diſpleaſure was 
Opizo, againſt whom he armed Al- 
bertxs Scaliger, and the GribeVins, that 
by this means he might weaken the 
Kings Party in Lombardy, which Opizo 
kept up. We have not the particu- 
lars of the War betwixt Scalzger and 
the Marqueſs, only it 1s to be fuppe- 
ſed it went not ill with Opzizo, be- 
cauſe the Articles of the-Peace atter- 
wards.concluded are moſt tavourable 
to him. 
K-23 Aſtcr- 
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After the Peace was made up be. 
twixt Opizo and Scaliger, the Popes 
Arts, and the infolence of the French 
drew ſuddain ruine upon them in $;. 
cily; for Peter King of Arragon mar- 
ried to Marfreds Daughter, coming 
thither with his Navy, the S7czliang, 
as it was before agreed on, at the 
hour of Veſpers fell upon the French 
in all parts of the Kingdom, and with- 
out compaſhon or reſ{peCt, maſſacred 
Men, Women and Children, and pre- 
ſently Peter with his Spaniards land: 
ing, took poſleſhion of the King- 
dom. 

The Popes hatred againſt Charles, 
and Peter's ſucceſs did not a little 
help toſet up the Gzbe//ns again, who 
began 1n ſeveral places to return up- 
on the Guelphs the ill uſage they had 
lately met with : But Opzzo bore no 
ſhare in thoſe diſturbances, having 
made a Peace to his mind, and mar- 
ried the Prince of Verona's Daughter, 
and now he was ſo far from taking 
pleaſure in heading a FaQion, that 
for the future he reſolv'd to put on 
the perſon of an Umpire, and to uſe 
his Authority in compoſing diffe- 

rences 
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rences among his Neighbours. For 
his honour he was the firſt man that 
thought of employing himſelf this 
way, becauſe the animoſities they had 
been bred up to from their Infancy, 
had ſo heated and ſourd their tem- 
pers, that their whole ſtudy was how 
to ruine one another, looking upon 
this as the only method to ſecure 
themſelves. © Yet Opizo (hewed the 
world, that as he could put off thoſe 
Principles his Grand-father had intfu- 
ſed in him, ſo by his means others 
could' be brought to righter appre- 
henſions of things, and differences be 
made up betwixt Families which were 
judged abſolutely irreconcileable. 

An inſtance of this he gave at M;:- 
lar, where he brought ſeveral Fami- 
lies which had long lived in open de- 
fiance to an entire friendſhip 3 and 
ſcarce was he got back to Ferrara, 
when Ambaſſadors from Modena and 
Regio, came to declare him their 
Prince : The Emperour likewiſe ap- 
proving of this choice, confirmed to 
Opizo, and his Succeſlors, the perpe- 
tual Principality of thoſe Cities, which 
continue to this day in their Allegi- 
L 3 ance 
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ance to the Houſe of Efte, and have 
in theſe latter Times given {ignal 
marks of their fidelity to their Princes, 
beyond moſt people of Lombardy.. 
So great were the diſtraCtions of 
Modena. and Regio, winen they choſe 
Opizo for their Prince, that it was 


thought ſtrange they could ever be 


brought to agree 1n any thing; yet 
'the Opinion both parties had of his 
worth and juſtice, made them not 
only unanimous 1n chuling him , but 
likewiſe in ſubmitting all their diffe. 
rences to his determination, and his 
Prudence and Authority ſoon put an 
end to them : This was the Jaſt re 
markable paſlage of Opizs's life, for 
at his return to Ferrara he died. He 
was a prudent and a fortunate Prince, 
had in his youth ſhewed both reſolu- 
tion and conduct in ſeveral. enter- 
prizes 3 but the latter part of his life 
was (ti]l the molt glorious, and he 
got allo more 1n a few years by pro- 
moting the peace of 1taly, than his 
Grand-ftather had done' all his time 
*by fomenting their unnatural divi- 
fions. 
He lefc three Sons, the eldeſt = 
Z0 


of the Flouſe of Eſte. 
Azo the ninth, whom the Freach in 
Naples highly careſſed , knowing his 
friendſhip to be neceſlary for the ſup- 
port of their intereſt in Loxebardy - 
But the Padonans were like to have 
given him much trouble by ſetting 
up his younger Brother Aldobrandin, 
had not the Patriarch of Aquileia ad- 
jJuſted the matter before it broke out 
into an open war. The City of Par- 
4 had more reſpect for 420, and 
reſolved to follow the example of 
Modena and Regio; but Bologna did 
ſo deal with the Gibe//ins, that they 
could not be brought to conſent to 
it. This 1l! office the Marqueſs did 
much reſent, and thereupon began a 
war with Bologna, which laſted a 
long time, and was proſecuted by 
him with ſuch heat, that Bologxra fen- 
lible of the danger, fent to the Pope 
and the Florentins, to intercede with 
the Marqueſs for a peace. The Fa- 


'milies of Viſconti and Torriani had 


long divided M:/an, either of them 
atiecting the Soveraignty by the ruine 
of the other; at laſt by the favour 
of the Emperour Henry the ſeventh, 
who began again to meddle with the 
L 4 affairs 
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affairs of Italy, neglected by his pre- 
deceſſors for almoſt ſixty years, Viſ 
conti not only prevailed but grew on 
a ſudden ſo powerfull, that he was 
like to ſwallow up all near him ; the 
Cities of Pavia, Vergelli, Nowara, Cre- 
mona, Crema and Bergama, apprehend- 
ing themſelves moſt in danger, did 
with the Marqueſs of Ferrara, Mont- 
ferrat, and Salyzzo, enter into a con- 
federacy to pull Viſconti down; and 
Azo being declared their General,did 
ſo ſucceſsfully manage the war, that 
Viſconti was ſoon humbled, and might 
have been brought low enough, had 
the League continued, After the 
concluſion of the Peace, Beatrix, 
 Hz0's Siſter was contracted to Gal- 
liazo, Viſconti's Son, and the marriage 
{olemnized at M:lan with ſuch mag- 
nificence as 1taly had not ſeen of late 
mars. 

Viſconti being a.little depreſſed, 
Azo was abſolutely the greateſt Prince 
of Lombardy ; tor befides Ferrara, 
Modena, Regio, Rovigo, Commachio, 
, with ſeveral other places of leſs note, 
all his own, Bergamo, Cremona, Cre- 
#12, ard Pavia lried under his pro- 

tection, 
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tection, and were ready at a call : 

This'made Charles the ſecond, King 

of Naples, willingly hearken to a 

match betwixt the Marqueſs and his 

youngeſt Daughter, having married 

her three elder Siſters to two Kings, 

and the firſt Prince of the blood 1n 

France : Such an Alliance we muſt 

allow was highly for the honour of 
the Houſe of Eſte, but proved un-- 
happy 1n its conſequenees 3 for the 
Neighbours grew jealous of Azo, as 
they had formerly been of YV:ſcontz, 
and 1t was given out that the King 
of Naples and he defigned to Con- 
quer, and then to divide [taly be- 
twixt them; that Azo was to have 
all upon this fide, and the King all 
beyond the Appenin. Scaliger there- 
fore of Verona, with thoſe of Marn- 
toua, Parma and Bologna, by the 
Popes means declare war again(t the 
Marqueſs, and Regzo narrowly eſca- 
ped being taken by thoſe of Parma, 
as Modena, likewiſe by thoſe of Bo- 
logna, and both places after- fome 
time fell into their hands by the trea- 
chery of a few diſaftefted Inhabitants, 
who by night opened the Gartes for 
the Enemy to cnter at. The 
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The loſs of two Cities gave not fo 
much diſcouragement to Azo, as the 
revolt of his Brother, with others of 
his Subjects, which made him doubt. 
full whom to truſt; but the ſeaſon- 


| able arrival of his Father in Laws 


troops from Naples, and of ſome from 
the Swiſſes, together with ſeven hun- 
dred Catalonian Horſe did remove his 
fears, and put his affairs in ſo good a 
poſture, that it is believed, it would 
have gone hard with his Enemies, if 
he had lived to finiſh that Campagne 

No wonder if Francis who durli 
rebel againſt his Brother, did diſpute 
the Title with his Son Fries after 
his death ; but it ſeems there was a 
Will either found or teigned,in which 
Azo had declared him his Succellor ; 
by this and the Legate of Bolognas 
help, he raiſed a tumulrt againſt Friſ 
cas, got polletiion of the City of Fer- 


. rara, and was by the Magiſtrates and 


People ſaluted Marqueſs. The Caſtle 
whither Friſc#s retired had a Vene- 
tian Garriſon, and made a ſtout re: 
fiftance, till Friſcxs ſeeing things de 
ſperate, ſtole away by night to YVenic! 


where he died, and left the Garriſon 
to 
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of the Houſe of E-Rte. 
to the mercy of the Legate, who cau- 
ſed the eyes of all the Venetians to be 
pulled out : Francis likewile had lit- 
tle reaſon to brag of his Conqueſt, 
for the Legate afluming the whole 
Authority, ſent him to reſide at Ro- 
vigo, where by his order he was ſoon 
after murdered. 

The Pope, firſt by countenancing, 
and then by murdering this ambiti- 
ous Prince got Ferrara to himſclt; 
but ſuch wicked practices did fo alte- 
nate the hearts of the People, that to 
preſerve it from the Emperour he 
was adviſed to conſign it into Robert 
King of Naples hands: Robert, though 
Brother to Beatrix Azo's Wite, kept 
it more by the ſtrength of the Gar- 
riſon than the affeions.of the Inha- 
bitants who retained an inward re- 
verence and paſlion for the injured 
Princes of Eſ#s, and waited but for 
an occaſion to expreſs it. One day 
it /happened that the Governour in 
his anger gave a blow to a' Gentle- 
man'of Ferrara, of which he aGied; 
whereupon in an inſtant all were in 
Arms, and he with the Garriſon, with 
much ado got to the Caſtle, which 
was 
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was ill provided to hold out long: 
The news came immediately to Ry. 
vigo, where Azo the Son of Francjs 
and his Couſin German Ri-aldus, Al. 
dobrandin's Son then lived, who while 
they were reſolving with their friends 
what courſe to take, a ſolemn invita- 
tion from the City of Ferrara, remo- 
ved the fears of their not being wel- 
come, and determined them in their 
reſolutions, ſo that they began their 
journey thither next morning : Up- 
on advice of their approach, all, be- 
ſides thoſe who were actually employ: 
ed in the fiege of the Caſtle went out 
to meet them, accompanying them 
firſt to the Church, then to the Pa- 
lace, without the leaſt diſturbance; 
the Garriſon in a day or two came 
to capitulate, and were diſmi(t with 
their Governour ; and the City ina 
gratefull remembrance of ſo unexpe- 
ded a delivery, kept every fifth of 
Arguſt a day of Thankſgiving, ſo long 
as there was a Marqueſs or Duke of 
Ferrara. | 

The joy for the Princes Reftaura- 
tion was doubly allay'd ; firſt, by the 
death of Azo, to whom Rinaldus Al 
dobrandin' 
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of the Houſe of Efte. 
dobrandin's Son ſucceeded, then by 
the Popes procedure which could not 
have been more violent if Rinaldys 
had been acceſlary to his Uncles 
death, whom the Legate murdered, 
or had been guilty of Uſurpation in 
accepting his own, he was preſently 
excommunicated, and his Subjects 
commanded in thirty dayes, under 
the like pain, to caſt off Rialdzs and 
his Miniſters, and recetve the Popes: 
But neither - in Prince nor People 
did the Pope meet with that compli- 
ance he expected, for Ri-aldws could 
not be ſo eaſily frighted from what 
he was ſure he had ſo good a right 
to, and the Citizens inſtead of reje- 
ting him, did by an humble Addreſs 
entreat him, that he would not aban- 
don nor give them up who had been 
ſo faithfull to his Anceſtors, and ſo 
ready to ſhake off the Churches yoke 
to return to their Allegiance, aſſuring 
him, that no threats nor allurements 
ſhould ever debauch them from their 
Duty to their Natural Prince. Im- 
mediately Ambaſſadors were dil- 
patched to their Neighbours, with 
an account of the Popes dealings, 
and 
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and the reſolutions of Rznaldes, and 
Galteazo of Milan, Canis Scaliger of 
Verona, with the great Caſirucins of 
Luca, and the baniſhed Florentin; 
enter into a League for the defence 
of the Marqueſs of Ferrara, in calc 
the Pope ſhould proceed any further 
in his unjuſt pretences. But after 
many attempts for ſeveral years to 
little purpoſe the Pope took off the 
ſentence which he had ſo raſhly and 
unjuſtly pronounced againſt Rinal. 
das, and confirmed whatever was 
done at Ferrara during the inter- 
dict. 

A ſhort time diſcovered the Pops 
Peace with the Marqueſs of Ferrars, 
and his Brothers was intended only 
to diſarm: them, that ſo he might the 
better fall upon the City : In order 
to it the Legate of Bologna made 
great preparations, and notice being 
given to the adjacent places of Kv- 
»agna, to be 1n readineſs, the whole 
buſineſs was carried on fo cloſely, that 
the Legate inveſted Ferrara with al 
Army of thirty thouſand men before 
the Marqueſs ſuſpe&ed his deſign: 


Every Gentleman of Ferrara ſhewed 
| as 


of the Houſe of E-te. 
as much concern as the Marqueſs 
could to diſappoint the Pope, who 
had fo treacherouſly ſurprized them: 
and the place, though ill provided, 
held out by this means beyond ex- 
petation, till the thing being blaz'd 
abroad, Viſconti from Milan, Gonza- 
ga from Mantoua, Scaliger from Ve- 
roza, without exception of Grelphs 
or Gibel/ins m this common danger 
ſent Forces to relieve it. The Mar- 
queſs having private information of 
their approach, went out by night, 
leaving the place to his Brother O- 
pizo, with Order to make a Salley at 
ſuch a time as he with the Confede- 
rates ſhould advance towards the E- 
nemies Camps which being accord- 
ingly performed, the Popes Army 
was unexpectedly beſet upon all 
hands, and recertved ſuch a total over- 
throw, that very few eſcaped being 
killed or taken priſoners. 

The Marqueſs upon his return, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of that age, 
after any ſignal military performance, 
was ſolemnly Knighted with his Bro- 
thers by Tawriſanxs, the moſt repu- 
ted Captain of the City : This ſort 
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of Knighthood they judged ſo honou. 


rable, that the greateſt Princes were 
willing to receive it from the hand, 
of their own Subjects 3 an inſtance 
of this we meet with in Francs the 


firſt, who thought it worth the while 


to ſend for the compleat Chevalier a: 
Bazon, one of his Generals in [tal to 


| be Knighted by bim, as if he looked 


upon this to make. him ſomewhat 
more a Gentleman than the Crown of 
France did. 

Not long after died Rinaldws, and 
Modena which be had beſieged many 
months, fell into. his Brother Opizs; 
hands : To grace his firſt entry up 
on the Government, this City hay- 
ing deprived it ſelf for above thirty 
years of the protection of the Houle 
of Eſte, toſt from one Maſter to an- 
other, could never find reſt till t 
took ſanctuary there again. 
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A brief account of what pait in Lom- 
bardy from Opizo's advancement 
till that of Borlius the firi# Duke of 
Ferrara, and of the Conncil held 
at Ferrara, to unite the Greek and 
Latine Churches under Eugenius the 
fourth 5 with ſeveral other memor- 
able tranſaFions. 


}Othing is more entertaining 
than the Hiſtory of the ebbings 


and flowings of the Ruling Families 
of Lombardy in thoſe dayes 3 when 
any one of them grew too Great the 
reſt combined to level it. Thus it 
had lately fared with the Families of 
Eſte and Viſconti, as I obſerved; and 
now Scaliger was to have his turn, 
being the only object of their jea- 
louſie : for beſides Verona he had ten 
more Cities under him, kept five 
thouſand Germans conſtantly 1n pay, 
affe&ed the Title of King of Loxe- 
bardy, and was grown 1intolerably 
infolent. The firſt that began with 
him were the two Republicks of Ye- 
M 
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nice and Florence 3 afterwards Viſcon- 
tj, the Marquelſs of Ferrara, and Gox- 
Zaga agreed to enter into the League, 
both that they might be ſharers in 
the — and thereby keep the 


| Republicks from enriching themſelves 


too much, and likewiſe when they 
thought fit might ſtop the current 
before Scaliger were utterly ruined, 
In a ſhort time Scaliger loſt ſeven of 
his Cities, which were divided a- 
mong the Conquerours. But the Flo- 
rentins, tor all their ſubtilty, and con- 
tempt of the Lombards were outwit- 
ted by the Venetians and Viſconti, and 
had ſcarce enough allowed them to 
defray the charges of the War : the 
Hoſtages for performance of the Ar- 
ticles of the Peace were conligned by 
all Parties into the hands of the Mar- 
queſs, who towards the latter end 
behaved himſelf more like a Media- 
tor than an Enemy to Scalzger. 

Azo of Correggio not being able to 
keep Parma (old it to Opizo, and the 
City it ſe]f, willingly came under a 
Prince of Efi#, having found it ſelf 
ſo happy when Governed by that Fa- 
mily tour hundred years before 3 the 


people 
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people at Opizo's arrival to expreſs 
their affeion to their new Maſter, 
ſtrengthened his Title, by chufing 
him anew : but after ſome time the 
Marqueſs perceiving how Viſconti and 
Gonzaga both lay in wait for it, how 
uncaſfie a thing it would be for him 
to keep it, there being no Commu- 
nication berwixt this and his other 
Cities, and how at beſt he muſt re- 
folve to entail a War upon his Po- 
ſterity with theſe Princes, was pet- 
{waded to part with it upon the ſame 
terms that he bought it. 
Opizo paſt the reſt of his time in 
reat tranquillity, and having out- 
['ved all his Brothers; left at his death 
ſeven Sons very young 3 this encou- 
raged his Nephew Francis that was 
ſupported by Viſconti, whoſe Niece 
he had married, to make an attempt 
upon Ferrara; but Aldobrardin the 
ſecond, though he was not then a- 
bove ſeventeen years of age, and had 
none of his Family fit to adviſe him, 
yet behaved himfelf ſo well, - and 
found the Nobility ſo faithfall, that 
Francis ſeeing no hkehthhood of com- 


paſting what he defigned retired to 
M 2 Milan, 
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Milan, and never afterwards offered 
to give him the leaſt diſturbance. 

| The Wars betwixt the Republicks 
of Venice and Genoua engaged moſt 
of the Princes of Lombardy in their 
quarrel, Viſconti declared for Genouz, 
and contributed Jargely towards the 
charge; Aldobrandin, Scaliger and Car- 
rara of Padoua were for the Vene- 
tians. Viſconti not knowing well 
how to come at the Veretians, reſol- 
ved to ſet upon their Confederates, 


and by the help of Bologna laid ſiege 


to Modena, which was looked upon 


as the eaſieſt enterprize 3 but young 
Aldobrandin with thirty thouſand 
men entering into F7ſcontis. Terri 
tories calld him home to defend hi 
own Countrey before he could take 
the City. His griet for being thu 
treated by ſo young a Captain ha- 
ſ{tened his death; and ſoon after him 
died Aldobrandin, the moſt hopeful 
Prince of 1taly, being but in the 
flower of his age. 

When Nicolaus Aldobrandin's youn- 
ger Brother found Barnabas Viſconti 
like to be as troubleſome as his Fa- 
ther, he offered to the Legate of Bo- 
logna, 
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logna, to Gonzaga & to Scaliger, whoſe 
Daughter he married to concur in 
keeping a ſtanding Army as the beſt 
expedient to bridle his ambition, by 
which Barnabas was fo highly pro- 
voked, that the firſt thing he under- 
took was to invade the Marqueſles 
Countrey : Nicolaws having ſecret 
advice of his deſign, made himſelf 
ready, and gave Barnabas ſuch a 


| brisk reception, that many of his men 


being killed, and ſeveral of the No- 
bility of Mzlar taken priſoners, he 
with the reſt made a ſhamefull re- 
treat. Barnabas then ſeemed willing 
to hearken to a Peace, offering to 
refer all their differences to the Em- 
perour Charles the fourth, nor could 
he have wiſhed for a more favour- 
able Umpire than him whoſe Grand- 
father had firſt ſet up the Viſconti at 
Milan, who had himſelf made his 
Father Viſconti Vicar of Italy, and 
who had lately expreſſed great kind- 
neſs for himſelf; yet upon ſecond 
thoughts, Barnabas concluded it not 
ſo well for him to make Peace with 
Nicolaxs, till his loſt honour were in 
ſome meaſure repaired, which made 
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him ' prepare another Army againſt 
the Marqueſs ; but the Emperour ta- 
king it 1]| to have the buſineſs firſt 
referred to him. and then to have 
Barnabas think of revenging himſelf, 
deprived him of the Title of Vicar, 
and of all other Imperial Priviledges, 
forbidding any of the Vaſlals of the 
Empire to aflift or countenance him, 
Barnabas to wave this ſtorm accept- 
ed of what terms were propoſed 
him. 

This Peace it was hoped might 
have laſted a long time, but Barn: 
bas (till in his heart hated Nzcolaws as 
the occalion of the Emperours being 
diſpleaſed with him 5 and Nicolew 
could never be well reconciled to 
Barnabas, while he kept Rego, which 
of right belonged to him : fo that 
no wonder it both parties watched 
only for an opportunity of falling 
out. After many and great diſputes 
too tedious to be ſet down, Nicolaus 
recovered Regio that had long been 
out of the Family, and then was he 
contented to ſtand upon his own de- 
fence : The moſt he did was to.bal- 
lance all Parties when either of them 
grew 
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grew too ſtrong 3 but he chiefly em- 
ployed himſ&f in deciding their dif- 
ferences, by which he got a great 
Name, and never wanted buſinels, the 
V-netians and Carrara of Padoua, the 
Cities of Bologna and Florence, with 
ſeveral others freely ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to his arbitration. 

When Nicolaus had ſpent many 
years in this deſirable ſtation, Gal- 
kazo Viſconti te upon the Scaligers, 
chaſed away the Father, killed the 
Son, and took Verona, It troubled 
Nicolazs to ſee the Family out of 
which he had married a Wife, ruined 
in an inſtant, and to ſee Viſconti, for 
whom of all other he had the leaſt 
kindneſs, ſo great a gainer by it; he 
ſolicited hotly the Princes and Free 
Cities of Lombardy to take Arms a- 
gainſt Galleazo, and brought them al- 
molt to a reſolution ; but his ſudden 
death, and the fate of the Houſe of 
Scaliger made all endeavours to ſave 
it ineffectual. 

Nicolawsleft but one Son, who en- 
tering into a Religious Order, ref120- 
ed all to his Couſin Alberts; (7alieazo 
was now too great for Alberts to 
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oppoſe, w** made him ſide'with Gal. 
leazo, that ſo if he got nothing by the 

ruine of Scaliger, he might at leaſt 

fave himſelf, that was moſt likely to 

ſuffer next. This League they term- 

ed everlaſting, though as the motives 

upon which it was made, ſeemed to 

promiſe no ſuch thing 3 ſo neither 

did it prove ſuch in the iſſue : for as 

ſoon as Galleazo was engaged in a 

War with Florence, his new Subjects 

of Verona and Padous revolted, and 
threatened to fall upon the Marquels, 
unleſs he would joyn with them. Al- 
bertus being afterwards at leiſure 
founded the Univerſity of Ferrara, 
whither his bounty drew ſome of 
the chiet Profeſlors in all Arts and 
Sciences, among(t others Salzcetws that 
moſt famed Civilian ; but when he 
thought to have dedicated the reſt 
of his time, and no ſmall part of his 
Revenue to the Muſes, his ſudden 
death deprived the Learned of the 
beſt Patron of that age. 

By his Will he recorfimended his 
Son Nicolams, being yet a Child, to 
the tuition and care of the chief Fa- 
mijies of Ferrara, ordering, that by 
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turns they ſhould have che admini- 


ſtration of Affairs till he came of age, - 


that ſo all having ſome ſhare in the 
Government, they might the more 
heartily eſpouſe their young Princes 
intereſt, Moſt thought it a thing 
not practicable for ſo many perſons, 
ſometimes to fit at the Helm, and 
then to return to their private ſtati- 
ons, and to own the Superiority of 
thoſe whom they had lately com- 
manded : But for ſeveral years this 
courſe did wonderfully ſucceed, none 
while in Authority, ſhewing any 0- 
ther ambition than that of diſchar- 
ging their truſt faithfully ; and in 
compliance to the Orders left by 4/- 
bert#s, giving up their Commiſſions 
at the time limited, with the ſame 
chearfulneſs that at firſt they recei- 
ved them. During the Princes mi- 
nority, Azo the Son of Francis, and 
a Grand-child of the Family of Vi/- 
conti, did by open force, as well as 
by poiſon, and other wicked pra- 
Ctices, attempt the death of Nicolaxs, 
till happily he was taken and kept 
priſoner, notwithſtanding the endea- 
yours uſed by thoſe of Mzlar: for his 
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enlargement. The obligation of be. 
ing alwayes in Arms upon Azos ac- 
count, put the Government to f 

reat charge, that a conſiderable 
wa was borrowed of the Venetians, 
and Rovigo given them 1n pledge for 
it. By this Republicks means a match 
was concluded betwixt Nicolaws and 
the Daughter of Francis Carrara, 
who now next to Viſconti was the 
moſt powerfull Prince of thole parts 
he being then abſolute Maſter of Ve. 
rona, Vicenza, Bellimo, Feltry and P4- 
doua, moſt of which came to his F4 
mily, firſt by the depreſſion, and af- 
terwards by the ruine of the Seal 


gers. 


The Plague about this time break- 
ing out 1n F errara, many of the No- 
bility retired to their Countrey- 
houſes; Carrara who had no liking 
to the Government ſetled there by 
Albertus coming thither with a Train, 
that might rather have paſt for an 
Army ; he turned out the Nobility, 
and put the Prince and the City in- 
to the hands of his Subjects and Fa- 
vourites. Nicolaws fell ill ſoon after, 
and if he had died, no doubt Carr«- 
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ra had kept that City ; but upon his 
recovery, being jealous of his Father 
in Law's ill intentions, he diſmiſt the 
Padouans, and made uſe of thoſe who 
had formerly ſerved him. 

The deſigns of Joh Galeazo, late- 
ly Created Duke of Milan by Wer- 
ſ:faws the Emperour, tended plainly 
to the ſubverſion of Lombardy; Bo- 
logna by the (laughter of the Bentivo- 
glio's was fallen to bim 3 he had like- 
wiſe Perugia and ſeveral other places 
upon that hand 3 and if he had lived 
a few months longer, Florence could 
not have ſaved it ſelf. His death en- 
couraged the Pope and others to en- 
ter into a War with his Son, a Le- 

ate being ſent to Ferrara to declare 
Nicolaus General of the Church but 
the Dutcheſs Dowager of Mzlan a- 
fraid of what might follow upon ſuch 
a Combination, made earneſt ſute for 
Peace, which {he bought with the 
loſs of Bologna, Perugia and Aſizi. 

The friendſhip betwixt the YVere- 
tians and Carrara ending in a bloody 
War, both Parties courted Nicolazs, 


' Who at firſt was perſwaded to declare 


for his Father in Law 3 but foreſee- 
ing 


1406. 


The Hitory 


ing his ill management of Afﬀeairs, and 
his obſtinacy in refuſing to yield up 
a little to ſecure the reſt, muſt at 
length ruine him , he made Peace 
with the Venetians, and Carrara ha- 
ving loſt Verona, Vicenza, Feltry and 
Bellimo, and being befieged at P4- 
doua, was betrayed and delivered in- 
to the hands of his Enemies, who 
carrying him priſoner to Venice, with 
his two Sons, put him there to death: 
His Off-ſpring are yet at Padoua, and 
of late have been glad to be admit. 
ted among the Gentlemen of that 
Republick , which put their Ance- 
ſtors out of the Rank of Princes, in 
which they had lived almoſt ninety 
years. It was the fall of Carrars 
which made the Venetians firſt conli- 
derable upon the Terra firma. 

Regio was now in the hands of Ot- 
tobon of Parma, who reſolved never 
to be at Peace with the Houſe of 
Eſte, till he had likewiſe Modena z 
but Nico/aus joyning with the Duke 
of Mzla», and other Princes, procu- 
red Ottobon to be declared .a diſtur- 
ber of the Peace of Lombardy, and 
his Countrey to be expoſed to all 
that 
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that bore him any malice. For an 
Inſurreion at Parma, Ottobon hang- 
ed ſixty five of the Chief Citizens; 
and dangers threatning him both at 
home and from abroad, he ſeemed 
willing to give fatisfaftion to Nico- 
laus whom he had moſt injured, and 
appointed a Conference with him, 
hoping by this means to have an op- 
portunity to kill Nicolaws : Advice 
being brought to Nicolaws of Otto- 
bon's deſign, he came to the place 
well guarded, and leaving his men at 
ſome diſtance, as Ottobox alſo did his, 
both with a few truſty friends came 
together to diſcourſe the bufinels : 
Franciſcus Forza afterwards Duke of 
Milan, being there with Nicolaxs, 
and obſerving ſome of Ottobons fol- 
lowers caſt themſelves into a certain 
figure, which they were to do before 
they fell on, prevented them, by lay- 
ing hold upon Ottoboz, and ſecond- 
ed by others, killed him out-right 
all his party .deſerting him beſides his 
Brother and one other Officer. Since 
Adiolins time there had not been a 
more cruel Tyrant than Ottebor, yet 
they adviſed Nizcolaws to latisfie the 
world 
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world by a publick Declaration, that 
what he did was in his own defence; 


nothing but this being able to vin- 
dicate the killing any man after ſuch 
a manner. 

While the Marqueſs lay before Re- 
gio, an Ambaſladour from Yerice ar- 
rived in the Camp to give him no- 
tice that the reſt of Ottobons Family 
being fled thither, as to the ſanQtuary 
of the oppreſſed, they ſent to offer 
their mediation, expecting he would 
proceed no further. Nicolaws thought 
It a little hard to be required, not to 
meddle with what belonged to his 
Family 3 yet not being willing to 
come to a rupture ſuddenly with Ve 
nice, he endeavoured to gain time in 
returning a ſmooth and- ambiguous 
anſwer, and in a few dayes had both 
Regio and Parma delivered him, 
When the Venetians underſtood this, 
they wiſcly declined medling any fur- 
.ther 1n ſo deſperate a buſineſs, with- 
drawing their proteGtion from Otto- 
bon's friends, and owning the Mar- 
queſs for their Confederate z this N:- 
colaxs took to kindly, that he never 
- ceaſed, till by his mediation the Peace 

| was 
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was-made up betwixt the Emperour 
Sigiſmund and the Republick, and the 
Articles ſigned at Ferrara. 

The Emperour was troubled to fee 
the Church rent by ſo many Popes at 
one time, and thereupon aſſembled 
the Council of Conſtance, where Be- 
rediG the thirteenth, Gregory the 
twelfth, and Joh the twenty fourth 
were depoſed ; and Marv:z the fifth 
choſen, and the new Pope 1n his re- 
turn from Germany to Rome paſling 


by Ferrara, was with all his train 


ſumptuouſly treated by the Marqueſs, 
whom in the name of the Princes of 
Italy he thanked for the Peace con- 
cluded by his means, betwixt the Em- 
perour and the Vezetians, and for his 
conſtant forwardneſs in promoting 
the publick good : Parma growing 
troubleſome to him, he ſold it to the 
Duke of Mz/ar, who at the ſame time 
renounced all his pretenſions to Re- 
gio, It was thought that Lombardy 
was then ſufficiently purged from all 
ſeeds of diſcord 3 when Philip Duke 
of Milar's ſeizing upon Geroxa, and 
threatning Florence, gave a freſh al- 
arm, the Venetians offered the Flo- 
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rentins their aſſiſtance 3 but Nicolax 
though jealous of the Dukes great. 
neſs could not be engaged till they 
declared him General, and by they 
Ambaſlador ſent him S* Mark's Ban- 
ner, with an unlimited Commiſſion: 
after ſeveral battles, the Duke hay. 
ing already loſt Breſcza, and being in 
a fair way to loſe more, Nicolaus at 
the Popes requeſt propoſed a Peace, 
which all parties by their Ambaſſa. 
dors agreed toat Ferrara. The Duke 
of Mlar not being able to bear the 
loſs of Breſcia, without ever diſmil 
ſing his Army, fell more hotly upon 


' the Venetians than before, yet with 


no better ſucceſs, for after much trea- 
ſure ſpent to no purpole : inſtead of 
having the firſt Peace confirmed with 
the loſs only of Breſcia, by this he 
was obliged to give up alſo berga- 
210. 

Who could have imagined, that 
after having thus ſmarted, the Duke 
ſhould have come to another breach; 
but the natural inconſtancy of that 
Prince, the ill grounded opinion he 
had of his own ſufficiency, and the 
flatteries of thoſe about him, who 
when- 
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when ever he miſcarried, pretended 
he was betrayed, never ſuffered him 
to live at eaſe 3 the Vexzetians on the 
other hand, underſtanding perfectly 
with whom they had to deal), ſeem'd 
to be afraid of his Power, that fo 
they might haſten a rupture, being 
ſure alwayes to gain ſomewhat by 
falling out with the Duke of Mzlar - 
How hard a task then had the Mar- 
quelſs to keep the ballance even, be- 


twixt two ſo unequal parties, which | 


yet he did all his time > This made 
his Friendſhip to be valued both by 
the Pope and the Emperour S7gi/- 
101d, who honoured him with a Vi- 
fit in his return from Rome, was 
treated at a rate ſuitable to his great- 
neſs, and at his departure, he con- 
firmed by a new Grant to the Mar- 
; and his Poſterity, his Title to 

odena, Regio, and the other places, 
which he held of the Empire. 

From the deſign then a foot to 
Unite the Greek and Latiz Churches, 
I muſt beg leave of my Reader to 
give a {hort account in the firſt place 
of their differences, which were both 
about ſome ſpeculative "_—_— as 
that 


I 
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that of the Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and alſo about Rituals, as 
the Conſecrating leavened or unlea- 
vened Bread ; but that which chiefly 
made the breach ſo wide, was the 
Conteſt about Supremacy. The 
Popes pretenſions to Univerſal Juriſ- 
diction over all Chriſtian Churches, 
are too well known to be much en- 
larged on. Upon the other-hand, 
the Greeks only allowed them to be 
Patriarchs of the Weſt, and ſaid that 
the riſe of their Dignity was not 
from the pretended Succeſſion to $ 
Peter, but from Romes being then 
the Metropolis of the Roman Empire, 
which clearly appeared by what fol- 
lowed upon the tranſlation of the 
Imperial Seat to Byzartinm ; the Bi 
ſhop of that See, being declared in 
two of the firſt four General Cour- 
cils Equal 1n all things to the Biſhops 
of Roxze, excepting only Preceden- 
Cy 3 becauſe Conſtantinople was New 
Rome, expreſling by this what Opt- 
nion they had of the Rights old Rowe 
then enjoyed, ſeeing they did not 
aſcribe them ro a Divine Original, 
but to the Dignity of the City. Up- 
on 
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on this great diſputes aroſe betwixt 
the Biſhops of thoſe Sees, while the 
5 one would not acknowledge a Supe- 
u riour, nor the other an Equal; the 
_ Popes endeavoured to engage in their 
behalf the Patriarchs of Alexazdris 
nl- and of Axtioch, as ancienter than thoſe 
*s, if of Conſtantinople, to whom they were 
F not to yield the precedency. From 
* the dayes of the moſt learned Pho- 
' tizs theſe unhappy differences ſetled 
a W in a formed Schiſm, and gave no 


y- {mall advantage to the Saracens and 
Tarks over the Eaſtern Chriſtians, in 


1 I whoſe ruine the' Popes ſeemed but 
If little concerned. 

_ An Union betwixt the Churches 
- had been long defired, and Eugenizs 
I WW the fourth , Martir's Succeſſor find- 
"WW ing in this a plauſible pretence to 
I ruine the Council of Baſt! then af- 
P I ſembled, called another at Ferrara, 
” BW where he knew he had a friend in 
7 BB Nicolas, and invited the Greeks with 
'” I large promiſes thither. Nor could 
” the Pope have wiſhed for a more fa- 
, vourable conjun&ure, ſeeing the dan- 
2 I ger of the two Eaſtern Empires of 
” I Conflantinople and Trapezend, that 
. N 2 were 
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were ready to be ſwallowed up by 
the Turk, made them, in hopes of al- 
fiſtance from 1taly, willing to come to 
any accommodation. The Emperour 
of Conſtantinople, Fohn Paleologws, to 
promote the bufineſs, reſolved tobe 
there in perſon ; and Nicolaws upon 
his arrival at Venice, went thither to 
welcom him, had him lodged in the 
Pallace of Eſte, and then returned 
to Ferrara to make ready for his 
reception, The Emperour bei 
accompanied by his Brother Deme- 
trizs, Deſpot of the Morea, the An: 
baſſador of Trapezond, and' the molt 
conſiderable Biſhops of Greece, in al 
ſeven hundred , were met by Niu 
l1u5, and a Noble Equipage at ſome 
diſtance from Ferrara : The Empe 
rour was conducted directly to the 
Pope, who to ſhew him, as they pre 
tended, an extraordinary mark of re 
ſpet, would not ſuffer him to knee, 
but embraced him in his arms with 
great expreſſions of kindneſs ; after- 
wards Nicolaus brought the Empe 
rour to an apartment richly furniſl 
ed for him in the Palace, called Px 
radife, where he received the Con- 
plements 
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plements of the Cardinals, and other 
Chief Prelates. 

The Patriarch of Conſtanitv0ple 
who ſtayed at Verice till he had an 
account of the Emperours reception, 
came to Ferrara a few dayes after, 
but refuſed a publick Audience of the 
Pope, becauſe he would not obſerve 
the Formalities required, and all di{- 
putes about Precedency being waved 
as much as poſlible, they held the firſt 
Seffion with great ſolemnity. Here 
was an occaſion for Nicolaus to ſhew 
his hoſpitality, and the ſplendour of 
his Court; and to do him juſtice, 
though but a private Prince, he came 
much nearer the Magnificence of the 
Great Conſtantine 10 his entertain- 
ments, than the Fathers of this Coun- 
cil did thoſe of Nice in the purity of 
their Doctrine, -or in the ſanEtity of 
their lives : There was never a Sp/- 
ridion, nor a Paphnutizs 1n this A(- 
ſembly, and ſcarce an Athanaſiys, un- 
leſs -in Marcus Biſhop of Epheſas, 
who boldly defended his Church a- 
gainſt'the Errours of Rowe; but on 
the 'other hand, there were more 
than one Erſebizs of Nicomedia, and 
N 3 in . 
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in Beſarion no ill Image of Euſcbix 
of Czſarea in his behaviour, but the 
true geverſe in his change, which un. 
happily was for the worſe : after fif 
teen Seſſions the pretended fears of ; 
Plague, and really that of the War 
betwixt the YVenetians and the Duke 
of M;lan, who favoured the Coun- 
cil of Baſi/, made the Pope tranſlate 
his to Florence, where he carried 
things as he pleaſed. But the ſervik 
compliance of the Greeks meerly up- 
on a proſpe&t of intereſt did after 
wards appear, when being dilap 
pointed of their expectations at ther 
return home moſt of them anathems 
tized what they had ſubſcribed in 
Italy. Beſſarion and Iſdorus only d 
all the Greeks charmed with the dig- 
nity of Cardinals, and foreſfeeing the 
approaching ruine of their Countrey, 
continued in the Communion of the 
Church of Roxxe. 

The Veretians in the beginning of 
this War with the Duke of Mas, 
gave the Marqueſs back Rovigo with 
out requiring the ſumm borrowed 
upon it 3 but beſides this, there were 


other motives to perſwade the Mar- 
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queſs to befriend them, for the Duke 
by the valour and condud of his Ge- 
neral Francis Forza, was like to re- 
pair all his former loſles, and to wreſt 
the terra firma out of the Venetians 
hands. Nicolaus knowing well the 
Dukes temper found wayes to ſow 
the ſeeds of jealouſie betwixt him and 
his General, which in a ſhort time 
brought Forza over to the Veneti- 
ans, and with him the Dukes For- 
tune. The fiege of Breſcia was pre- 
ſently relieved, Verona recovered, and 
the Dukes New General Picininus 
beaten. The Duke was ſenſible of 
his folly in diſobliging Forza, and 
agreed to give him his Daughter in 
marriage, recommending the manage- 
ment of the buſineſsto Nzcolaws, who 
made up the match betwixt Forza 
and the Lady, and the Peace betwixt 
the Duke her Father and the Repub- 
lick : This was the laſt remarkable 
ation of Nicolaxs's life, for going to 
viſit the Duke of MZzlan he died 
there, and in him did {taly loſe the 
wiſeſt Prince it had bred of many 
ages z he came ſhort both of the Ve- 
zetians and the Duke of Max in 
| N 4 power, 
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power}, but by turning the ſcale al- 
wayes towards the party for which 
he declared, he raiſed himſelf as it 
were above both, his riches he em- 
ployed in living ſplendidly, and had 
entertained two Emperours,and three 
Popes, beſides many other Princes at 
his Court 3 his two Sons by the Mar- 
queſs of Saluzza's Daughter, Her- 
cules and Sigiſmond , being yet but 
Children, he left the Government to 
Leonel, to whoſe Mother it was be- 
lieved he never was married. 
Leonels firſt Wife of the Houle of 
Gonzaga being dead, and he raiſed 
to a higher ſtation, Aſphonſus King of 
Naples accepted of him for his Son 
in Law ; and Leozelſent his Brother 
Borſ;us with the Venetian Gallies, to 
conduct _ Princeſs to Venice, where 
the Doge and Senate took occaſion 
to expreſs their reſpet to King -A 
phonſas, and the Marqueſs in the 
great ſtate with which they received 
her. When ſhe entered into the ter- 
ritories of Ferrara, the whole Gen- 
try a horſeback, with the Ladies in 
rich Coaches, made fuach an appear- 
ance, that the Prince of Calabria her 


Brother, 
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Brother, who came to fee her ſafe 
with her Husband ſeemed equally 
pleaſed and ſurprized with the ſplen- 
dour of the Court of Ferrara : The 
Prince in his return home was ac- 
companied by Hercules and Sigiſpzond, 
recommended by Leozel to the King 
of Naples, at whoſe Court, he ſaid, 
his Father upon his death-bed defired 
they ſhould be bred; but many 
thought it an honourable and ſecure 
ſort of baniſhment, while they were 
kept at a Kings Court indeed, yet 
ſtill under the eye of LeozeP's Father 
in Law. 

The Pope, the King of Naples, the 
Duke of Milan, the Venetians and - 
Florentins being all in War, Leonel 
in imitation of his Father, obſerved 
a perfe& Neutrality 3 and as ſoon as 
the Parties were diſpoſed for Peace, 
offered his Mediation which they ac- 
cepted, and fent their Plenipoten- 
tiaries to Ferrara : This, with the 
many Treatjes held there in the time 
of the former Marqueſs made Pla- 
tia and Sabellicus term Ferrara the 
Houfe of Peace, or as we find it in 
ſome Letters, the Venerable Temple of 
the 


The Hiltory 
the Quiet and Liberty of Italy. While 
Leonel and the Plenipotentiaries were 
at work, the death of Philip Duke 
of Milan, in whom the Race of the 
Viſconti failed, put a ſtop to their 
proceedings; the Duke leaving things 
1n that confufion, as if he had deſigned 
to entail upon Lombardy the diviſion 
which he had all his life fomented. 
The City of Mila weary of fo 
Abſolute a Government enchned to 
form it ſelf into a Republick, ſevt- 
ral other places were given up to the 
Neighbour Princes, Leozel out of his 
kindneſs to Forza had given him no- 
tice of the Dukes death when it was 
kept ſecretz and now Pavia and o- 
ther places which ſent to him, def 
ring to be received into his prote- 
(tion, he turned over to Forza, en- 
deavouring to get for his friend what 
he had not courage to take for him- 
ſelf. It is certain if Nicolas had 
been alive he had ordered things 
more for the advantage of the Houſe 
of Eſte; but Leone! was not fo well 
known, and every. one could ſee that 
his love for Peace, or rather for eaſe, 
did ill fit him for a New Conga, 
The 
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The Venetians were of a much dif- 
ferent temper, who having ſo fair an 
invitation to enlarge their Domini- - 
ons upon the terra firma, pretended 
that the Duke dying their declared 
Enemy, they might ſeize upon what 
they could, Forza by his Wife could 
ſet up no Title to the Dutchy, ſhe 
being a Baſtard, yet deſirous to put 
in for a (hare, offered to be General 
of Mzlaz againſt all who had any 
deſign upon it, and under this plau- 
ſible pretence queſtion'd not to ad- 
vance himſelf, which he did. The 
Dutcheſs Dowager knowing Forza's 
ambition, endeavoured to croſs him 
all ſhe could, and threatned to call 
in Savoy and France to oppoſe hims 
but the YVeretians jealous of France 
countenanced Forza, though after- 
wards they were ſorry to ſee him. be- 
come ſo ſoon Duke of MZz/arn, and 
their gains ſo ſmall by ſo conſiderable 
a change : they ſolicited therefore 
onel to engage the King of Naples 
in a War with the New Duke, which 
he was not forward to meddle 1n, 
having helped to raiſe Forza to that 
greatneſs 3 and while theſe deligns 
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were a foot, Leonel died with there- 
putation rather of a good than an a- 
Give Prince. | 
He was a great Patron of Letters; 
for beſides the Learned Men, whom 
he kept alwayes about him, and who 
had plentifull proviſions in his Uni. 
verlity, Theodorus Gaza, Georgins 
Trapezuntins , Laurentins Valla, and 
ſeveral others at Rome found the ef- 
fe&s of his bounty, and much did ſuch 
perſons ſtand in need afterwards of 
ſo good a ſupport in the time of Pay/ 
the ſzcond, and of Sixt» the fourth, 
eſpecially of the latter, to whom 
Theodorus Gaza preſenting a Book 
with a fine Dedication, after having _ 
beſtowed' what money his poverty 
could ſpare in the neatneſs of the 
binding, the Popes liberality to him 
ſcarce amounted to that charge. But 
Rome was then what an Ingenious 
French Writer obſerves of it under 
a certain Heathen Emperour, when 
one pitiful Cook had a larger allow- 
ance than fifteen excellent Orators : 
For it is certain, that if thoſe who 
fled from Conſtantinople and other 
places, with the ruines of the Greek 
Learmng, 
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Learning, had not found a true friend 


in their Countrey man Beſſarion, ne- 
ver ſufficiently to be commended u 


, On this ſcore, they had as good have 


ſtayed 1n the Seraglio, as have come 
to the Vatican : They could have 
but ſtarved there, and ſo they might 
at the Court of S7xtas, if the Greek 
Cardinal, and ſome other generous 
perſons, ſuch as the Princes of Efze, 
and the Houſe of Medzcz, had not 
contributed towards their mainte- 
nance. 


CHAP. X. 
The Life of Borſtus the firif Duke of 


Ferrara ard Modena. 


Eonel was no ſooner dead, but 

the Magiſtrates came' to Borſi- 

#4 his Brother to ſalute him Marqueſs, 
who though he made ſome difficulty 
at firſt upon the account of his Bro- 
ther Hercules, whoſe right it certain- 
ly was 3 yet they ſoon wrought up- 
on him to accept of the Government 
for ſome time, and when he was once 
1n 
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in poſſeſſion, all partics appeared fo 
well fatisfied, that there were no 
thoughts of removing him while he 
lived. In his Youth he had been 
bred up in Arms, had made ſeveral 
Campagnes in the Veretian Army un- 
der Forza, and alſo in the Mzlaneſe 
Army had behaved himſelf fo well, 
that many thought that Duke hay- 
ing no Sons, deſigned to have a- 
dopted him. The City of Luca hear. 
ing of Leonels death took Arms, and 
ſeized upon ſome Caſtles belonging 
to Modena; but the Troops diſpatch- 
ed thither by Borſis, ſoon recovered 
them, and he was going in perſon 
to beſiege Luca, when the Floren- 
tins at the requeſt of that City made 
up the buſineſs, giving full reparati- 
on to the Marqueſs for all the da- 
mages received. 

This ſucceſs diſcouraged others 
from giving Bor{##s any further trou- 
ble, and he ſeeing the occaſion his 
Brother had of getting more by the 
Duke of Mzlazs death now loſt, re- 
ſolved to enjoy what he poſleſt, and 
in his way of living ro tread his Fa- 
thers foot-ſteps. Frederick the third 
in 
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in his paſſage to Roxre was invited 
by Borſiws to Ferrara, and treated 


there for a week moſt rhicently 
with all his Train, ing .of a- 
bove two thouſand perſons 3 he pre- 
ſented the Emperour at his depar- 
ture with forty of the fineſt Horſes 
of Ttaly , befides other rarities, the 


German Princes allo and Nobilty e- 


very one according to his Quality 


carried away ſome token of the Mar- 
queſles generoſity. 

The Emperour wonderfully taken 
with the Noble Nature of Borſcas, 
reſolved to advance him to the Dig- 
nity of a Duke, which was done at 
his return in this manner; a 1 
Theatre being erefted m the middle 
of the Piaza before the Palace, and 
upon it a Throne of Cloth of Gold, 
the Emperour in his Imperial Robes, 
with the Crown-which the Pope had 
ſet upon his head ſome days before, 
came thither, and being placed m his 
Throne, the King of Hungary fitting 
pn his right hand, and the Count 
of Tirol! his Coufin, or as fome Wr1- 
ters ſay, the Duke of Axftria, upon 
his left 5 befides many Hahar and 
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German Princes placed according tq 
their Quality : Borſi#s being richly 
| apparell'd, and attended by four hun- 
dred Gentlemen, drefſled all in the 
ſame manner, began his Cavalcade 
at the old Caſtle, and rid from thence 
towards the P1aza, three of the Chicf 
Officers of his Court carrying large 
Banners before him'3 the firſt of 
which had the Imperial Eagle, with 
the Arms of the Houſe of Eſte, in a 
field verd, and immediately after 
them a Gentleman with a naked 
* Sword 5 when they came near the 
Theatre and ſaw the Throne, all light- 
ed, and Borſixs advancing towards 
the Throne, knecled before it, and 
had his Ducal Robes put on by the 
Emperour, who delivered him the 
firſt Banner for the Earldom of Re 
vigo, the ſecond for the Dutchy of 
Modena and Reeio, the third with 
the naked Sword, as a Badge of his 
Abſolute Authority, and then decla- 
red him Duke of Modena, and Regio, 
_ and Earl of Rovigo, making hingtake 
his place by the King of Hungary: 
whereupon all the Princes and Am- 
bafladors came to the Duke to Com- 
plement 
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plement him : The Emperour in his 
Patent expreſly mentions his doing 
now the ſame Honour to the Houle 
of Eſte, which Frederick the ſecond 
had done abouttwo hundred years be- 
fore, to that branch of it that ſetled in 
Germany, meaning the Dukes of Lu- 
nenburgh and Brunſwick; he gave the 
Family a new Coat of Arms, and 
leave to ſeal with white wax, a pun- 
tilio much obſerved among the Prin- 
ces of [taly. The Ceremony being 
over, they returned to the Palace 
where the Emperour was treated ac- 
cording to the Solemnity of the oc- 
calionz and having ſtay'd ſome dayes 
longer went for oy, Frederick 
and all his Court being fully ſatisfied 
that this great honour was well pla- 
ced upon Borſixs. 

Forza was now more confiderable 
than ever the late Duke of Mz:lar 
had been, for though he had not en- 
larged his Dominions, yet being the 
greateſt Captain of his age, and one 


wh6 had raiſed himſelf to this heighth 


meerly by his virtue, he made all 1- 
taly ſenſible of the Power of Milar 
under fach a Duke. Some; as the Fo- 
O renting 
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rentins, were glad at any rate to buy 
his friendſhip, others who could not 
be - <s. as the King of Naples 
and the YVenetians entered into a Con- 
federacy againſt him, and the leſſer 
Powers according to their inclinati- 
ons fided with either, and fo divided 
1:aly, only Borſes having no proſpett 
of advantage by declaring, reſolved 
to continue in peace well armed, and 
to give or refuſe paſlage to their 
Troops as he ſhould judge moſt con- 
venient. It is plain Forza and the 
Venetians fought for no leſs prize than 
the Soveraignty of Lombardy, the 
ruine of either party, as the caſe then 
ſtood, making it ſure for the other: 
And it was remarked to the great 
ſcandal of Chriſtianity, how that very 
day in which Mahomet ſeized upon the 
Imperial City of Conſtantinople, their 
armies were hotly engaged, being both 
of one Religion, and of one Nation. 
If inſtead of ſheathing their Swords 
in one anothers ſides, the common in- 
tereſt of CEriſtendome had happily v- 
nited them under ſuch a General s 
| Forza, they might have ſaved that 
City and Greece from bendage, _ 
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fo far at leaſt have checked the info- 
lence of this young Tyrant, that he 
-durſt never have landed Forces in 
Taly to take Otranto as afterwards he 
did. | 

Upon the news of the loſs of Corr- 
ſtantinople, the Pope diſpatched Le- 
gates to Naples, Venice and Milan, 


\ conjuring thoſe Princes to take pity 


on the dangerous ſtate of [talyz that 
ſo compoſing all differences, they 
might make Head againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy, and joyn with Scardey- 
beg the King of Epirws, whom all al- 
lowed to be the beſt General againſt 
the Turks that any age had produ- 
ced. Borſizs was thought the moſt 
proper perſon to promote ſo good a 
work, and to himthe King of Naples 
immediately fent the terms he was 
willing to treat on: the Vererians like- 
wiſe being apprehenfive of the Turks 
above all others, gave him encou- 
ragement to go on in it. Borſiz#'s In- 
tereſt in the Duke of Mz» made 
him not fear any ſtop there, and fo 
warmly did' he follow the buſinels, 
that the peace was ſoon concluded : 
all expeted in the next place a Con- 

O 2 tederacy 
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federacy againſt the Tzrk, which the 
death of Nicolaus the fifth retarded. 
His ſucceſſor Calliſt#s indeed appears 
ed very earneſt in it at firſt, but ha- 
ving got into his hands what money 
he could, the deſign was let fall. 
Pixs the ſecond, formerly /Enea 
Silvizs ſet the ſame deſign again a 
foot, but could bring it to nothing, 
till the heat of the War of Naple,, 
invaded by the French, was a little 
over; and then going towards May- 
toua, where he had called a Council, 
he viſited Borſs, and ſtayed with 
him twelve dayes, conſulting about 
ſo great an undertaking, for the Pope 
knew his Prudence and Intereſt could 
much advance it : and ſo well was 
he fatisfied in diſcourfing the matter 
with Berſizs, that he declared he 
would Create him Duke of Ferrara, 
as the Emperour had done of Ms- 
dena ſome years before. At Mar 
toua mighty projets were laid, and 
afterwards ſome Forces raiſed, but all 
vaniſhed with the Popes death, and 
the Dukes additional Title was rc 
__ for Paxl the ſecond to be- 
OW. 
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had ſent to Naples were grown wea- 
ry of that Court. Ferdinand by joyn- 
ing a Spaniard in Commiſhon with 
ercules in the Government of Apu- 
lia, and by not treating him upon o- 
ther occaſions ſuitably to his birth 
and merits, bad ſo highly difobliged 
him, that he and the Prince of 1- 
ranto, with feveral diſcontented Ba- 
rons, took part with the French ; 
wherefore Borſius ſeeing Hercules in 
danger, and Sgiſmund diſcountenan- 
ced, ſent for them home, and that it 
might appear he had not the leaſt 
eehakic of either, the one was made 
Governour of Modena, the other of 
Regio. The Emperour Frederick com- 
ing again into {taly, could not paſs 
that way without viſiting Borſis, as 
| be likewiſe did in ſis return; and to 
ſay no more, was both times treated 
at a rate peculiar to Borſixs. 
| The French afterwards ſent to 
| Borſsus to make known their reſolu- 
tion of invading Naples again, being 
encouraged in it by Pal the ſecond ; 
but the Duke, though he had no 
kindneſs for Ferdinand, yet inſtead 
O 3 
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of giving any aſſurances to Fraxce, 
ſent to the Pope to repreſent to him 
the unreaſonableneſs of the thing, 
how little he could expect from the 
French, how much he would diſturb 
the quiet of [zaly, by calling them 
in, and diſoblige all the Princes, and 
that it would much better become 
him to conſult the common _ of 
Chriſtendom, and the quiet of [taly, 
by employing ſuch reſtleſs Princes a- 
gainſt the Tzrh, The Pope being 
taken with the Dukes freedom, inv+- 
ted him after ſome time to Rome, 
and made good what Pizs had pro- 
miſed, by Creating Borſ##4 Duke of 
Ferrara : This new Title he did not 
long enjoy, for falling ſick, in a few 
dayes after his return he died. 
Borſizs was a juſt, a ſplendid, and 
a bountifull Prince : every day he u- 
ſed to walk in the Outer Court of his 
Palace, there to hear whatſoevercom- 
plaints were brought him; if he ob- 
ſerved any that had not the confi- 
dence to come, he called to them, 
and by his affable carriage encoura- 
ged them to ſpeak ; oftentimes both 
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to a determination, and where the 
bufineſs was difficult, he would be 
ſure firſt to ask rhe Opinion of thoſe - 
about him ; and in this he took ſuch 
2 particular pleaſure, that he often 
ſaid it was the chief work of Princes 
to be ready to examine and. redreſs 
the grievances of the meaneſt of their 
Subjects; the reſt of his time he ſpent 
in hugting, in hawking, and in Horſe- 
matches, his Stables being the beſt 
furniſhed of any in [taly : His con- 
ſtant habit was rich Brocade, and the 
ſame he allowed to all his Buffoons, 
of whom his Court, according to the 
humour of that age was full 3 one of 
them called Gonel/a of Ferrara had 
ſo great a Name, that every witty 
ſaying, and brigk repartee was fa- 
ther'd upon him, and he was talked 
of in- all the Courts of Italy. The 
hoſpitality, and bounty of Borſis 
was yet beyond all the reſt z who- 
ever came within the Court might 
eat or drink what they pleaſed, Of- 
ficers ſtill being in readineſs to treat 
them according to their quality : the 
names of all the poor in the City 
were written down, their wants plen- 
O4 '  tifully 


The Hiſtory 
tifylly relieved, and portions given 
by the Duke with their Daughters jn 
. marriage: ſuch perſons were likewiſe 
defired to give notice of their con- 
dition, and had Phyſick, and other 
neceſjaries accordingly ſent them. E- 
very Chriſtmas day, the Treaſury be- 
ing opened, Borſs came thither in 


perſon, and called all ro whom he - 


or his Officers owed any thing, to re- 
ceive their money 3 which being 
done, as ſeldom it was then to do, 
what remained he divided with his 
own hands among the Gentlemen of 
his Court : In one word, ſuch was 
the bounty of his Nature, that there 
could ſcarce be given an inſtance of 
his ever having refuſed what any 
asked him. Theſe Princely Virtues 
made his Subjects heartily love him, 
and the love of his Subje&ts was of 
all things moſt proper to recommend 
him to ſtrangers z the Duke of M:- 
" lan and the Venetians, who differed 
in moſt things, agreed in their good 
Opinion of Parkes, His Family af- 
ter him bore the honourable badge of 
the value the Emperour and Pope 
had for him; and as if all this N00 
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been too little, or as ſomewhat of par- 


tiality had been in it, becauſe pro- 
ceeding from thoſe of his own Coun- 
trey, or of his own Religion, a great 
Mahumetan Prince, the Sultan of 
Fegypt, by an Embaſly and rich Pre- 
ſents ſent to Borſi#s alittle before his 
death, did demonſtrate, that his re- 
putation was too large to be confi- 
ned within Italy, or indeed within 


Exrope. 


CHAP. XI. 


_ The Life of Hercules the firit , the ſe- 


cond Duke of Ferrara, exc. 


He Mother of Hercules upon 

her Husbands death, and Leo- 

nels advancement, retired to the Mar- 
queſs of Saluzzo's, with a vow, that 
ſbe would never ſee Ferrara till her 
Son were in poſſeſſion of his Right. 
Many melancholy years had ſhe ſpent 
while her Son lived in an honourable 
ſort of baniſhment at the Court of 
Naples : his returning home fafe,which 
ſhe ſcarce expeQed, and his Brothers 
treating 
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treating him with much kindneſs, 
did alittle raiſe her languiſhing ſpi. 
rits z but now hearing that ,Bor{a 
was dead, and the injury done Hey. 
cules in ſome meaſure repaired by the 
acceſſion of a higher Title, ſhe with 
unexpreſlible joy made haſt toward 
Ferrara, where being ſcarce well ar- 
rived, ſhe had the comfort to ſee her 
other Son S3gi/-mmnd return from Ny- 
ples with the Kings Daughter for a 
Dutcheſs to Hercules, and to Crown 
her with all worldly happineſs, the 
next year brought her a Grand-child 
Alphonſus, Heir to the Dutchies of 
Ferrara and Modena. | 
After all the troubles Hercules met 
with, and his late eſtabliſhment in 
what was undoubtedly his at his Fa- 
thers death, Nicolaus, Leonels Son, 
who never durſt mutter while Bor- 
fixes lived, had now the impudence 
to diſturb his quiet : He was a Grand- 
child of the Houſe of Marntoza, and 
wanted not thoſe at Ferrars, who 
upon the leaſt ſucceſs were ready to 
declare for him : this encouraged 
him with what Forces he could make 
to -come by water from page 
when 
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' when the Duke ſeemed moſt ſecure, 


and being brought fafe by night with 
his men into the chief ſtreet of Fer- 


 rara, he beat the Drums early in the 


morning for thoſe of his party to 
take Arms ; but ſeeing none offeri 


to joyn with him, the Guns playing 


from the Caſtle upon his Souldiers, 
and men beginning to appear in arms 


about the Palace Gate, he made haſt 


to get away, and was taken in his re- 
treat : the Duke enclined to ſave 
him, but thoſe who knew his temper, 
being of another mind, he was for- 
mally condemned and beheaded with 
the Chief of his Followers 5 the reſt 
of the Priſoners were tobe. ſer at li- 
berty , only a true-hearted German: 
who: had lived long with Nzcolaze, 
and deſerved a more fortunate Ma- 
ſter, when he ſaw his dead body, re- 
fuſing the benefit of the Dukes par- 


. don, dicd the molt gloriouſly of any 


in that quarre]l. Two dayes after a 
Gentleman brought the: Duke 'the 
names of all in. Ferrara that were 
privy to the late defign 3 but Her- 
cules without ever opening the paper 
burnt it in the Gentlemans preſence, 


telling 
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telling him he intended to puniſh no 
more upon that account ; that he 
would gladly have pardon'd his Coy. 
fin Nicolaws, if it could any wayes 
have confiſted with his ſafety; that 
he defired not to know who had 
been his Enemies, leſt he were there. 
by tempted to bear them a grudge; 
and that he would not have ſuch 
think he knew them, leſt it might 
occalion a jealouſie of his being lels 
tender of them than of the reſt of his 
Subjects. 

Sixtws the fourth who ſucceeded 
Paul, deſigning to exalt his Nephews 
at any rate, and hoping if he could 
make ſure of Julian, and Laxrence of 
Medici, Florence might eaſily be ſei- 
zed upon, procured the one to be 
murdered at Church before the very 
Altar, and the other to be deſperate- 
ly wounded, and as they thought 
killed : But the blackneſs of the atti- 
on. put the whole City into ſuch a 
fury, that none of the Conſpirators, 
no not the Arch-biſhop of Piſa eſca- 
ped, being hanged from the Palace 
windows, only the Popes Nephew, 
againſt whom the Evidence was - 
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ſo clear, they ſhut up in priſon. The 
Pope grieved for the diſappointment, 
as ikewiſe for the Arch-biſhops igno- 
miniousdeath, and the impriſonment 
of his Nephew, made ready the arms 
of the. Church, and thoſe of the King 
of Naples againſt the Florentins; but 
they who were not to be threatend, 
neither by his Excommunication, nor 
the Kings Troops, out of their Liber- 
ty and the Juſtice of their Cauſe, had 
aſliſtance from Venice and Milan with 
the Duke of Ferrara for their Gene- 
ral : The War was carried on but 
faintly in the Popes behalf by the 
Duke of Calabria, and a Peace at 
length was concluded betwixt Fer- 
dinand King of Naples and Florence, 
the Pope having loſt his honour with- 
out reaping any advantage by this 
wicked enterprize. | 
Some diſputes ariſing about the 
Confines of Rovigo, neither the Duke 
of Ferrara's proffering to refer the 
matter in conteſt to any two Princes, 
nor Ferdinand King of Naples, and 
Jobn Galeazo Duke of Milar's en- 
deavouring an accommodation by 


their Ambaſſadors, could keep the 


Venetians 
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| Couſin, never gave over ſoliciting 
| till the Pope broke with the Vere 
| #:ans, and then the Duke of Calabri: 
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Venetians from a War with him, the 


Pope they were ſure of, becauſe he 
hated the Duke fince the war of Fh. 
rence but Galeazo and Ferdinand 
declared for him, and Frederick Duke 
of QOrbiz, eſteemed the greateſt Cap- 
tain of Italy after the death of Frax- 
cis of Milan, undertook the Condu& 
of his Army : The Venetians at firſt 
went on furiouſly, becauſe their For- 
ces were much more numerous than 
the Nukes, and the Pope denyed paſ 
ſage to the Troops of Naples ; but 
Muthio King of Hungary, who had 
married the Dutcheſs of Ferrara's $ 
ſter, and Ferdinand of Spain he 


having leave with his Army to march 
towards Lombardy, things went bet- 
ter with the Duke : and after feve 
ral Campaignes, both parties being a 
moſt tired, aCts of hoſtility came i 
ſenſibly to ceaſe, a more dangerow 
war for 1taly then breaking out. 
Galeazs's Son of the ſame name be- 
ing now Duke of Mila, and married 


to the Duke of Calabrid's Dog 
s 
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his Uncle Lewis Forza kept all the 
Power in his hands, much to the 
orief of the young Dutcheſs, who was 
more impatient than her Husband , 
ſo that ſhe never reſted till ſhe enga- 
ged her Father to write to Lewis to 
reſign the Government to his Ne- 
phew that was then of age, threat- 
ning that in caſe he refuſed he would 
ſee reaſon done to his Son-in-Law. 
Lewis, that he might find employ- 
ment elſewhere for Alphonſas, invi- 
ted Charles the eighth to the Con- 
queſt of Naples, to which he could 
make a ſpecious Title, and the King 
being young, ſtout and ambitious, to' 
ſay no worſe, was eafily engaged. 
What Lewis did, all thought to be by 
the advice of the Duke of Ferrara, 
whoſe Daughter Beatrix he had mar- 
ried : for the Duke, though he ap- 
peared not much in it, yet went with 
Lewis to meet the King of Alexan- 
dria. This Expedition is ſo exactly 
ſet down by Gmiccardir, one of the 
beſt of the Modern Writers, that it 
will fave all who come after him the 
pains of enlarging upon it 3 but m 


ſhort, there are few inſtances of a 


King- 
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Kingdom Conquered in leſs time, 
with leſs reſiſtance : wherever Charles 
came the Gates were opened, and 
the Magiſtrates ready to falute hin 
King; and at Naples he was welcom- 
ed as Emperour of the kaſt : whe. 
ther this were to gratifie a vanity 
they obſerved in the French, as A. 
lexander the ſixth had done before 
at Rome; or if Charles and his Of. 
ficers really gave out that he deſign- 
ed to paſs unto Greece againſt the 
Tirk I (hall not determine ; but too 
true It is, that this empty Title given 
him at Naples, coſt many thouſand 
Chriſtians in and about Corſtantine- 
ple their lives: for Bajazet the Father 
of Selym ſeemed jealous of ſome ſuch 
deſign, and of their being privy to 
it. The Kings you ſuccels frighted 

the Princes of [taly into a Confede- 
racy to cut him and his Army off in 
his return, and no perſon was fo for- 
ward in this as Lewis Forza who had 
brought him in 3 but the Duke of Fer- 
rara, tho' he had only complemented 
the King, ſtood more upon his Ho- 
nour, and could by no perſwaſions 


be brought to the field againſt him: 
The 
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The Confederate Army truſting in its 
number, which was four to one, ſtop- 


Id ped the King near the River Taro, 
m WW where he bravely fought his patlage, 


N- and got ſafe into the Duke of Sa- 
E- v0ys Territories. 

ty The Duke of Orleans, afterwards 
A MW Lewis the twelfth, kept Novara, whi- 


ther the Confederate Army marched 
to be revenged on him for the Kings 
eſcape; but there was no getting the 
place, till by the Duke of Ferrara's 
mediation honourable Articles were 
granted the French : Firs, that in 
hen of Novara, Forza ſhould pay the 
Duke of Orleans a conſiderable furm 
of money. Secondly, that neither he 
nor the Vezetians (ſhould afhiſt the 
houſe of Arragon in Naples ; and in 
caſe the Venetians did, that then For- 
z4 ſhould be obliged to make war 
upon them : and for the performance 
of thefe Articles, the Caſtle of Ge- 
20u4 was configned into the Media- 
tors hands, who ſent Francis Rau- 
ed goni one of the chief Gentlemen of 
0- Modena, to take poſleſiion of 1t, and 
Ns to continue his Government there. 
uÞ After the death of Charles the 8*, 
he P Lewis 
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Lewis the twelfth, being mindfull of 
Forza's treachery, and encouraged by 
the Venetians invaded Milan; and 
notwithſtanding the endeavours of 
Maximilian the Emperour , and the 
great diverſion given the Venetians 
by the Turks, whom Forza had ſtir- 
red up againſt them, Forza loſt 
Milan, and was carried priſoner to 
France, there-to end his dayes in a 
melancholy dungeon. The Duke of 
Ferrara not knowing how to med- 
dle betwixt the King that was his 
Friend, and Forza to whom he was 
ſo nearly related, had obſerved in 
this War a perfect ncutrality 3 but 
when the French Troops marched a- 
gain to the Conqueſt of Nap/es, none 
was more forward than the Duke to 
affiſt them. The Great Gonſalvo, Fer- 
dinand of Caſtiles General, being then 
in Sicily, they fatally adviſed Lewis 
to ſecure his friend{hip by allowing 
him a ſhare, which being agreed to, 
the diviſion of the Kingdom betwixt 
them colt more time than the Con- 
queſt : for what oppoſition could 
two ſuch powerfull Princes meet with 
from Frederick, whom his Subjetts 


hated 
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hated and contemned. But Naples 
was too narrow to fatisfie both the 
French and the Spamiards : and Gon- 
ſalvo was a man of ſuch unlimited 
ambition, that a Controverſie began 
about a ſmall parcel of Ground, to 
which both parties pretended, and 
which nothing but Arms could de- 
cide. In this the French had ſo ill 
ſucceſs, that they were ſuddenly beat 
out of all, Gonſalvo with the Spari- 
ards becoming then fole Maſters of 
the Kingdom of Naples, which they 
have kept ever fince. | 
About this time died Hercules Duke 
of Ferrara, whoſe life doth repre- 
fent to us” Fortune in all her diffe- 
rent aſpedts; he was born the un- 
doubted Heir of one of the richeſt 
Princes of Italy, was left young by 
his Father, which made him come the 
later to his Eſtate after the death of 
two Brothers : Many ſtorms did he 
weather both in the Court and Wars 
of Naples, his own Courage and the 
Kings Malice expoſing him to every 
danger, till at length he changed par- 
ties. At his return from thence he 
lived for ſome time a Subj in his 
P 2 own 
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own Principality, being glad to be a 
Governour of one of his Cities un- 
der his Brother. But the latter part 
of his life made a fair reparation for 
the former, no Prince of 1taly being 
more valued or courted than Her- 
cules; that very King of Naples, who 
hated him ſo much, ſent to proffer 
him his Daughter in marriage, by 
whom he left a hopefull Iflue.: the 
Kings of Caſtile and Hungary when 
he was in danger by his War with 
Verice, gave teſtimony how much they 
were concerned to ſupport him : 
Henry the ſeventh of England com- 
plemented him with the, Order of 
the Garter 3 and three ſeveral Kings 
of France ſought his Friendſhip as 
neceſlary for the advancement of their 
intereſt upon the other fide of the 
Alpes. 
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The Life of Alphonſus the firi?, the- 
third Duke of Ferrara. 


Ercules had four Sons, Alphoxn- 

ſus whoſucceeded him, Hippo- 
lzt#s the former of the two famous 
Cardinals of Ejte of that name, Fer- 
dinand and Sigiſmund: Alphonſus was 
twice married in his Fathers time, 
firſt to the Daughter of John Gale- 
azo Duke of M:laz when he was very 
young 3 and when ſhedied, a Match 
by Lewis the twelfth's means was 
made up betwixt him and Lucretia 
Boreia Pope Alexander the (ixth's 
Daughter, the King deſigning by this 
to unite the Duke with Czar Borgza, 
and both to himſelf. The firſt re- 
markable ation we meet with in A/- 
phonſas after his Fathers death, Cz/ar 
Borgia being then ruined, was his de- 
tending Bologna ng] rarvs the ſecond, 
and his defeating Bertivoghio, from 


whom the Pope had lately taken that 

City, and recommended it to the 

Duke. Notlong after was the League 
of 
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of Cambray concluded, where Alphon- 
ſus joyned with the Emperour , the 
Pope, the Kings of France and Spain, 
to take the terra firma from the Vere- 
tans. 

The King of France began the 
War, and gave the Venetian Army, 
which was commanded, or rather di- 
vided by two Generals of quite dit- 
ferent tempers, ſo great an over- 
throw, that the other Confederates 
did thereupon make the more haſt, 
The YVeretians ſeeing themſelves in no 
condition to defend their Subjects, 
wiſely made a virtue of necefiity, and 
allowed them the liberty to make 
the beſt terms they could with the 
Enemy, and ſo prevent their ruine: 
for they preſumed, and upon good 
grounds, that this inſtance of their 
tenderneſs, would invite them home 
to their ancient Maſters as ſoon as 
the ſtorm was over : being attacqued 
then on all hands, nothing except 
Treviſo was left them in a ſhort time, 
and the Duke of Ferrara for his 
ſtare was once in poſlefſion of Ro- 
vigo, la Badia, with Monfelice, Ee, 
and oiher places which formerly be- 
longed 
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longed to his Family. Beſides the 
places he had taken, the Pope decla- 
red him the General of the Church, 
which made the Venetians diſcharge 
their whole fury upon him both by 
Sea and Land; but ſuch was their 
ill ſucceſs in every enterprize, that 
their very Navy became a prey to 
him that had no ſhips : for having 
chained them up by night within the 
mouth of the River where they 
thought themſelves ſecure, he burnt 
ſome, took others, and returned to 
Ferrara in a ſort of Naval Triumph 
upon one of their Chief Gallies. 
The ſole hope now left the YVere- 
tians was to break a League in which 
ſo many Princes of different, or ra- 
ther incompatible Intereſts were uni- 
ted; and this they found no hard 
matter, Jlizs being willing not only 
to take off his cenſures, but alſo to 
fall out with France, and to help to 
chaſe Lewis out of Ltaly, if they 
would- give him the places in Ro- 
magna, which by the League were 
deſigned for him. It was not now 
time for the Veretians to ſtand at any 
thing, and therefore they readily ac- 
P 4 quieſced 
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quieſced to the Popes propoſals, and 
he ſent to the Duke of Ferrara to 
acquaint him with what he had done, 
and to deſire him to forbear any fur- 
ther a&s of hoſtility againſt the Re- 
publick 3 but the Duke excuſed him- 
ſelf, ſaying that he could not in ho- 
nour nor 1n conſcience abandon thoſe 
with whom he was in Confederacy. 
Julizs taking this excule for a diret 
upbraiding himſelf with what he had 
done, excommunicated the Duke im- 
mediately, ſent Orders to Romagna 
to ſeize upon what places he pollel- 
ſed there, and exhorted the YVere- 
tians to fall upon him to revenge his 
and their quarrel : the Duke in a 
{hort time loſt Rovigo, all the Pole- 
cine, Morfelice and Eſte on the one 
hand ; and upon the other hand, all 
the places of Romagna, and which 
grieved him molt, Modena and Saf- 
ſuolo, with ſeveral Caſtles near him ; 
his only comfort was,.he knew, that 
if he had pleaſed to make honour 
and conſcience truckle to Intereſt, he 
might have been a ſaver. But never 
rclolving to ſtear by this compaſs, 
nor to follow the precedent yo 

im 
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him by P. Julizs, he waited for bet- 


ter times, till he could fairly recover 
what he had unjultly loſt. 

Never was Pope freer of his thun- 
ders than Julz#s, who ſeeing his ſuc- 
ceſs againſt Alphonſ#s, took his aim 
2 little higher, at Lewzs the twelfth, 
deprived him of his Title of the moſt 
Chriſtian King, and of his Crown, 
and expoſed his Territoris as a prey 
to thoſe that could take them 3 but 
though his lightning did ſhine, it 
was not felt in France, otherwiſe 
than in provoking the good King to 
Vow, and to publiſh his Vow alſo in 
his coin, That he would deſtroy Baby- 
lon, meaning Rome. The King of Ca- 
ſtile ſent an Army to aſſiſt the Pope 
and the Venetians, which made Lewis 
likewiſe re-inforce his Troops under 
a new General Gaſton de Foix, Duke 
of Nemours, to him he particularly 
recommended the concerns of the 
Duke of Ferrara, whom of all the 
l:alians he had found the moſt truſty 
Confederate, and the French Army 
then lying in Romagra, the Duke re- 
covered his places from Julizs. Ga- 
ſton was umpatient till he gave the 
| Enemy 
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Enemy battle, which he did near R4- 
venna : the Duke commanded that 
part where the Artillery was planted, 
and they obſerved he uſed it with 
ſuch advantage, that it helped preat- 
ly to obtain the victory. When the 
Enemies main body was routed, and 
their Officers gone, in a little ation 
fitter for ſome young Captain than 
a General, Gaſton was unhappily 


killed, and by his death he made that 


day remarkable above all others, that 
a victory may be too dear bought 
with the loſs of a General: for from 
that hour the French Arms declined 
in 1taly,and did every day loſeground, 
leaving thoſe at laſt, whom they had 
beaten, in poſſeflion of what they 
fought for. There being now no 
French Army in the field, the Duke 
enclined to an accommodation with 
the Pope, Fabricizs Colonua whom 
he had taken priſoner at Ravenna, 
and had ufed with great civility, and 
_ without any ranſom, promi- 

g to procure 1t u | rerms3 
the Duke had an don Gat Ju 
h#s to Rome, with affurances, that he 
ſhould find a reception anſwerable 
tx 
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to Colonna's promiſe, as indeed he 
did, being immediately abſolved from 
all his cenſures 3 but when they came 
to treat, ſuch unreaſonable demands 
were made, that he choſe rather to 
venture all than agree to them, and 
the Pope ſeeing his reſolution deſign- 
ed to keep him there : Colozna who 
was the occaſion of the Dukes com- 


1ng, thought his honour now ſo much 


at ſtake, that not valuing the Popes 
indignation, he brought the Duke 
from Rome by night in ſpite of the 
Guards, and committed him to the 
care of his Couſin Proſper Colonna, 
who with great Addreſs in the mid(t 
of the noiſe of his eſcape brought 
him fafe through the Popes Territo- 
ries. 

The Pope being upon this more 
enraged than ever, did, contrary to his 
promiſe, fend to the Duke of Orbiz, 
and his other Officers to get what 
they could before the Dukesreturn; 
moſt of the Dukes Subjetts looked 
upon him now as irrecoverably loft, 
not only the places in Rox2agna, but 
alſo Regio, Breſcello and Carpi yielded, 
ſo that little remained to him _ 
taat 
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that hand, and all concluded that it 
muſt have ended in his utter ruine, 
had not God happily put an end to 
* the life of Julie. 

The perſon in the whole Colledge 
next to his Brother Hippolyt#s whom 
the Duke could have wiſhed to ſuc- 
ceed Julius, was John Cardinal of Me- 
dici, who in the former reign had ſe- 
cretly favoured him, and found wayes 
whenemploy'd as Legate in thoſe parts 


to decline theexecuting the Popes vi- | 


olent reſolutions againſt him. Upon 
the joyfull news of this Cardinals cle- 
ftion, who is known by the name of 
Leo the tenth, the Duke went im- 
mediately to Rome, and came in time 
to be abſolved anew, and to carry 
S* Peters Standard, as great Confalo- 
nier, or General of the Church at 
the inauguration of Leo, who pro- 
miſed to reſtore whatever Julizs had 
taken from him ; but in a little time 
he was fo ſtrangely altered, that far 
from the leaſt performance,he watch- 
ed every opportunity to take from 
the Duke what was left him. Upon 
a report of his being dead, Leo or- 
dered his Troops to march that way, 
an 
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and when it proved a miſtake, he did 
endeavour to excule it, as if his de- 
fign had been to ſecure the Dutchy 
for Prince Hercules, the Dukes eldeſt 
Son. His ill intentions were more 
plainly diſcovered two years after, 
for he hired one Rodolphas a Captain 
in the Dukes Guards to kill him; but 
the Captain by good luck had neither 
the courage to go through with what 
he had undertaken, nor yet to deny 
it. In ſhort, the Duke was much dif- 
appointed in Leo, who could never 
be brought to make good his promiſe 
till Francis the- firſt, who ſucceed- 
ed Lewzs the twelfth, being well ſa- 
tified that all the Duke of Ferrara's 
ſufferings, proceeded from his con- 
ſtant adbering to the French Intereſt, 
did refuſe to enter into any treaty 
with the Pope, unleſs the Duke were 
comprehended in it. 

After Leo's death no Prince com- 
plemented Adrian the ſixth with fo 
noble an Embaſly, as the Duke of 
Ferrara did, who upon the Popes ar- 
rival at Rome, ſent his Son Hercules 
thither attended by many of his chief 
Nobility : the young Prince was an 

ut 
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but fourteen years of age, yet having 


his audience of Adrian before the 
Conſfiſtory, he harangued ſo finely, 
and with ſo good a Grace, that the 
Pope embraced him with tears, and 
having asked him ſeveral queſtions in 
Latin, found him ſo much a Maſter 
of that Language, his anſwers ſo per- 
tinent and lively, and in his whole 
behaviour a modeſt affurance fo fit- 
red to his age and quality; that Adri- 
ar declared before all the Cardinal, 
that he muſt grant the Duke of Fer- 
rara whatever he demanded by fuch 
an Extraordinary Ambafſtador. Ly 
eretia the Mother of Hercules being 
dead, there lived a young Gentle- 
woman at Ferrara, called Laure Ex- 
ftochia ſufficiently qualified every way 
for a Princeſs, except m her birth; 
her perſon, her air, but above all, her 
wit did ſo charm the Duke, that af- 
ter having ſometime Courted her, ſhe 
came to be his third Dutcheſs, _ 
brought him two. Sons, Alphonſws a 
Alphonſinus. Pf 
Much were the Duke and the 
Prince prieved for the death of fo 
friendly a Pope as Adrian, when they 


perceived 
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perceived that Clement the ſeventh be- 
gan to renew the praftices of Leo, of- 
fering the Emperour great ſumms of 
money to have Modena and Regig 
given to himſelf and his Family; but 


; the Emperour being unwilling to ad- 


vance the Houſe of Medici by an a& 
of injuſtice to that of Eſte, would 
not hearken to the propoſal, though 
the Popes bounty to his Miniſters 
who were to further it, had drained 
the Apoſtolical Chamber: this difap- 
pointment which colt Clement fo dear, 
helped to haſten his unhappy breach 
with the Emperour, by which Rowe 
was expoſed to the moſt barbaroug 
uſage it had met with fince the Goths 
and Vandals ſacked it, and he him- 
ſelf impriſoned in the Caſtle $* 4x- 
gelo by the Duke of Boxrbox's Army: 
Duke Alphonſas inſtead of inſulting 
over his Enemies miſery, was as for- 
ward as any to contribute towards 
his releaſement, and at Ferrara was 
2 League of moſt of the Chriſtian 
Princes concluded againſt the Empe- 
rour to this very intent. 

No man queſtioned but the Duke 
in this ation had for ever ſecured tg 
bimſelf 
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himſelf an intereſt in Clement, who 
by his Legate offered to renounce all 
his pretenſions upon Modena and Re- 
gio, .and to renew the inveſtiture of 
Ferrara as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be ſet at 
liberty 3 yet all was preſently forgox, 
and the only advantage the Duke had 
by this League was the match then 
made up betwixt his Son Hercules and 
Renata, Lewis the twelfths younger 
Daughter, who proved the moſt ex- 
cellent Princeſs in all reſpe&s that e- 
ver ltaly (aw. | 
Amonglt other things, Clement had 
promiſed upon the death of Cardinal 
Gonzaga, the Biſhoprick of Modena 
to the Dukes ſecond Son Hippolytas ; 
but it was given away toa Son of one 
of the Emperours Chief Favourites, 
purpoſely that the Duke by diſpu- 
ting the buſineſs might draw upon 
himſelf the Emperours Indignation, 
if not his Arms : Other ſubtle Arts 
were uſed by Clement to ruine the 
Dukes Intereſt at that Court, yet to 
no effe&, for when Charles the fifth 
came to Bologna, the Duke did fully 
latisfie him of the Juſtice of his pro- 
ceedings with Clement; and the Popes 


pre- 
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pretenfions upon Modena, with the 
Dukes Title, being referr'd. by both 
parties to the Emperour, ſentence 
was afterwards paſt in the Dukes fa- 
vour, and Orders ſent to the Impe- 
rial Governour there, to deliver him 
up the City much to the griet of Cle- 
ment, who taxed the Emperour with 
great partiality for one of the juſteſt 
deciſions that ever Prince made. | 

Some time after the reſtitution of 
Modena, the Princeſs Renata was 
brought to bed of Alphonſus the (e- 
cond, the fifth and laſt Duke of Fer- 
rara; and Clement the ſeventh died, 
who had made it the whole. buſineſs 
of his reign to create himſelf and 0- 
thers trouble in heaping up riches for 
the Houſe of Medici. 

Upon the Ele&ion of Pau! the 


_ third, Prince Hercules deſigned to go 


in perſon to complement him 3 but 
while things were preparing for his 
journey, the Duke his Father fell il] 
and died. Alphonſws was a juſt and 
a valiant Prince. He had been hardly 
dealt with by three ſeveral Popes, 
Julizs the ſecond, Leo the tenth, and 


Clement the ſeventh : Yet neittier 
Q_ threat- 
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threatnings nor promiſes could ever 
make him break his word, or abandon 
the French, though this conſtancy was 
ſeveral times like to have coſt him 
his Dutchy. In all his troubles he 
countenanced men that were Emi- 
nent in any profeſſion, and none 
more than his Subje&t and Citizen 
the great Arioſto, who at the Dukes 
inſtance was by Charles the fifth ſo- 
lemnly Crowned with Bayes at Mar- 
foua, as a ſecond Virgil, for his Orlan- 
do Furioſo. Before his death he dil- 
ntangled himſelf from all his trou- 
bles, and left things in good order 
to Hercules the ſecond, having like- 
wiſe provided the Sons of the laſt 
Dutcheſs with large Revenues and in- 
dependent Juriſdictions. 
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The Life of Hercules the ſecond, the 
fourth Duke of Ferrara. 


Ercules conſidering how wel- 
come an Ambaſſador he had 


been from his Father to Adrian the 
fixth, 
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ſixth, refolved ſtill to pay that re- 
ſpet in perſon to Paul the third, 
which he was to have done in his 
Fathers name. When he came to 
Rome the Pope received him with 
much kindneſs, abſolved him and his 
Territories from all manner of Cen- 
ſures, renounced what pretenſions the 
late Popes made to Modena, and 
granted him the Inveſtiture of the 
Dutchy of Ferrara; from thence he 
went to Naples to ſee the Emperour, 
and to thank him for the Juſtice done 
in his Fathers differences with Cle- 
ment at his return he found his 
Dutcheſs ſafely delivered of a young 
Princeſs, named Lwcretza, who after- 
wards married the brave Francis Ma- 
ria Duke of Urbin;+ and the next 
year ſhe brought him a ſecond Son, 
called Lew3s after his Grandfather the 
King of France. Amidſt all theſe 
bleflings he narrowly eſcaped being 
aſlafinated by a Gentleman of his 
Court, who had of late born him a 
grudge; the defign being diſcovered 
the Gentleman fled to Venice, where 
by the Senates Order he was taken, 
put in chains, and ſent to. Ferrarato 
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be beheaded for his villanous inten- 
tion ; but the Duke in remembrance 
of their ancient friend{hip, remitted 


| the puniſhment, being ſatished only 


to ſecure himſelf, by condemning the 
Criminal to a perpetual impriſon- 
ment. 

His Brother Hippolytws being alrea- 
dy Arch-biſhop of Milan, and one of 
the richeſt Abbots of France, had a 
Cardinals Cap given him 3 his pro- 
motion was welcome to thoſe that 
remembred the late Cardinal his Un- 
cle, ſo celebrated in the Court of 
Rome tor his profule liberality : nor 
did the Nephew diſappoint their ex- 
pectations, for as in riches he was e- 
qual to the former; fo was he alſo in 


that greatneſs of mind, which put no 


reſtraint to his bounty. And as his Un- 
cles Palace had been in Leo the tenth, 
Adrian the ſixth, and Clement the le- 
venth's reigns; ſo now his was the 
ſanctuary of all diſtreſſed Gentlemen, 
and poor Virtuoſo's: And to compleat 
the parallel, the ſame imputation lay 
upon both, of having no deep imprel- 
ſions of Religion; for that curſed lea- 
ven of Atheiſm that poiſoned Leo the 
- tenths 
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tenth's Court, had not a little infe- 
Qed theſe two Princes, whoſe irre- 
verent and light expreſſions in mat- 
ters of the higheſt importance, are 
not yet forgot. The Duke behav'd 
himſelf much better, in making rigid 
Laws againſt all ſuch as were convi- 
(ted of blaſphemous words, or of 
ſcoffing at things ſacred, propoſing 
rewards to the diſcoverers. 

The Pope going to Parma to put 
his Son Peter in poſleſſion of that 
Dutchy came to viſit the Duke at 
Ferrara, where nothing was left un- 
done that could expreſs his reſpe& 
towards a Pope, who had ſhewed fo 
much kindneſs to the Family. I have 
ſeen a long deſcription of the man- 
ner of his Reception, of his Enter- 
tainment, of the Balls and Come- 
dies acted by the young Princes, and 
the Chief Ladies of the Court, with 
the mutual preſents that palt at their 
departure, which though in them- 
ſelves truly great, yet can have no 
place in ſo compendious a relation : 
That which ſeems more remarkable, 
is, the honour the Duke did to Alphon- 


ſos his younger Brother, by hisFathers 
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be beheaded for his villanous inten- 
tion ; but the Duke in remembrance 
of their ancient friendſhip, remitted 
the puniſhment, being ſatisfied only 
to ſecure himſelf, by condemning the 
Criminal to a perpetual impriſon- 
ment. 

His Brother Hippolytzs being alrea- 
dy Arch-biſhop of Milan, and one of 
the richeſt Abbots of France, had a 
Cardinals Cap given him 3 his pro- 
motion was welcome to thoſe that 
remembred the late Cardinal his Un- 
cle, ſo celebrated in the Court of 
Rome tor his profule liberality : nor 
did the Nephew diſappoint their ex- 
peCtations, for as in riches he was e- 
qual to the former; ſo was he alſo in 
that greatneſs of mind, which put no 
reſtraint to his bounty. And as his Un- 
cles Palace had been in Leo the tenth, 
Adrian the fixth, and Clement the le- 
venth's reigns; ſo now his was the 
ſanCtuary of all diſtreſſed Gentlemen, 
and poor Virtuoſo's: And to compleat 
the parallel, the ſame imputation lay 
upon both, of having no deep impref- 
ſions of Religion; for that curſed lea- 
ven of Atheiſm that poiſoned Leo the 
tenth's 
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tenth's Court, had not a little infe- 
Qed theſe two Princes, whoſe irre- 
verent and light expreſſions in mat- 
ters of the higheſt importance, are 
not yet forgot. The Duke behav'd 
himſelf much better, in making rigid 
Laws againſt all ſuch as were convi- 
(ted of blaſphemous words, or of 
ſcoffing at things ſacred, propoſing 
rewards to the diſcoverers. 

The Pope going to Parma to put 
his Son Peter in poſleſtion of that 
Dutchy came to viſit the Duke at 
Ferrara, where nothing was left un- 
done that could expreſs his reſpe& 
towards a Pope, who had ſhewed ſo 
much kindneſs to the Family. I have 
ſeen a long deſcription of the man- 
ner of his Reception, of his Enter- 
tainment, of the Balls and Come- 
dies ated by the young Princes, and 
the Chief Ladies of the Court, with 
the mutual preſents that palt at their 
departure, which though in them- 
ſelves truly great, yet can have no 
place in ſo compendious a relation : 
That which ſeems more remarkable, 
is, the honour the Duke did to Alphorn- 
ſ#s his younger Brother, by hisFathers 
Q 3 laſt 
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laſt Dutcheſs, who being married to 
the Duke of Urbiz:'s Siſter, the Duke 
with a great part of his Court, ac- 
companied him to Peſaro to bring 
home his Princeſs, and {he was re- 
ceived at Ferrara, as if ſhe had been 


his own Dutcheſs. 


Paul being dead, and Julizs the 
third choſen, in ſeveral places of 1ta- 
ly they diſcovered fome inclinations 
to the Reformed Religion, and no 
where more than at the Court of 
Ferrara, eſpecially among thoſe who 
attended on the Dutcheſs, and there 
were ſhrewd ſuſpicions that the 
Dutcheſs did inwardly favour that 
perſwaſion : for profeſiing her ſelf a 
great lover of Learned Men, and all 
ſuch being welcome to her, under 
this mask feveral Eminent Proteſtants, 
among the reſt Calvin had free acceſs 
and opportunity to confirm her in 
her favourable Opinion of them : the 
Duke being informed of theſe thingy, 
was adviſed to bring in the Jeſuits, 
who then began to have a vogue for 
their zeal and ſubtilty in ſupporting 
the declining Religion 3 and no ſoon- 
er were they ſctled, but great alte- 
rations 
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rations followed at Court ; the for- 
mer freedom in Converſation could 
no longer be allow, the- French ſer- 
vants were on a ſudden diſmiſt, 
ſtrangers were forbid coming thither, 
the poor Dutcheſs was confined to a 
few. rooms in the Caſtle, and had 
new Servants put about her; and the 
young Princeſles, as if in great dan- 
ger with their Mother, were ſent to 
a Monaſtery, there to be inſtructed 
anew by the Nuns, who were to re- 
ceive direftions from theſe good Fa- 
thers. 

After Julizs the third, Paul the 
fourth, whom Hippolytus by his In- 
tereſt advanced, falling out with P4z- 
lip the ſecond of Spain , engaged 
France in his quarrel : the Duke of 
Ferrara was declared General of the 
French Arms in 1taly, as likewiſc of 
the Church 3 but he declining the 
Employment, it was given to his Son 
Alphonſus, who was well known at 
the Court of France, and high in the 
elteem of Henry the ſecond : The 
Dukes refuſal while his Son accepted 
the Command, ſignified nothing to 
Ph;lip, who laboured hard to make 
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a breach betwixt him and the YVere- 
tians ; but they not being diſpoſed 
then to enter into a War in the Spa- 
iſh Quarrel, excuſed themſelves, pre- 
tending that the Dukes being a-Gen- 
tleman of Venice, and a member of 
their great Council, he muſt firſt for- 
feit that priviledge before they could 
ſo far diſown, him as to come to a 
War. © The great overthrow the 
French received at S* Quintin, put 
the Duke and all that party in Italy 
1n ſome apprehenfions; but the Victo- 
ry not being purſued, a Peace was 
ſome time after concluded betwixt 
the two Crowns, and then died Her- 
cules the fourth Duke of Ferrara in 
the fifrieth year of his age. In his 
youth he had been the moſt hopeful! 
Prince of 1taly for all manner of ac- 
compliſhments : After his. Fathers 
death he lived 1n peace, govern'd his 
Subjedts with great gentleneſs, no 
Prince ever was readier to pardon 
1njuries, or to oblige every perſon 
about him ; the expence of his Court 
being great, and his Subjetts flow m 
granting new Subſidies, he did much 
anticipate his Revenue, by borrow- 


ing 
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ing money upon ſeveral branches of 
it, in which his Subjeds did not 
think fit to 'concern themſelves, ſee- 
ing it only 'emptied his Exchequer , 
and made the Governmerit uneafie 
for his Succeſſor. ', | | 


CHAP. XIV 
The Life of 'Alphonſus the ſecond, the 
fifth and laſt Duke of Ferrara. 


N Expreſs was immediately diſ- 
| patched by the Dutcheſs to her 
Son Alphonſas then at the Court of 
France, who making what haſt he 
could to Marſeilles, took' ſhip, and 
had a quick paſſage to Legorn, where 
Coſmus Duke of Florence with many 
of the Toſcan Nobility were ready to 
welcome him, and ſaw tim (af: in 
his own Territories. Near Modena 
his Uncle- A/phoſ#5, and the whole 
Gentry of that 'Countrey received 
him ; and at Ferrara he made a pub- 
lick entry, paſſing through five tri- 
umphal Arches erefted at the Cities 
charge. Next morning was the _ 
(0 


— -—— = 


_ 


1560. 


The Hiftory 


of Hercules the ſecond publiſhed, AJ. 
phonſws by ſound of Trumpet waspro- 
claimed Duke, the Scepter and Sword 
delivered to him by the Chief Magi- 
ſtrate upon his knees; and an Oath 
of Allegiance taken by him to the 
new Duke, in the name of all the 

le : the Duke alſo according to 
the uſual form, ſwearing he would be 
a Juſt Prince, and conſult the Com- 
mon Intereſt of his Subjets. Which 
ſolemnity being over, Alphonſ#s made 
his Fathers Funeral Rites be perform- 
ed with great decency 5 .and then he 
ſent Francis one of the Princes of 
Eſte to Florence to bring home his 
Dutcheſs that Dukes Daughter. Ac- 
cording to the account I haye ſeen, 
nothing could be more magnificent 
than the train ſhe brought along with 


her, and the manner of her recepti- 


on at Ferrera. 

The Dutcheſs Downgen baving no 
comfort in her ſtay in {taly after her 
Hugbands death, returned to her Na- 
tive Countrey, from which ſhe had 
been ſo many years abſent ; and left 
all Ferrara, except the Jeſuits, in 
tears for the loſs of ſo incomparable 
a Princeſs. 
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a Princeſs. The Gentry when ſhe 
firſt came thither, conſidering her as 
Lewis the twelfth's Daughter, bred 
up in the moſt glorious Court of 
Chriſtendom, where Princes of the 
blood, eſpecially the Kings Children 
could not have too much reſpe& pay- 
ed them, expeted to be kept at a 
greater diſtance now than they had 
been under the former Dutcheſles ; 
but on the contrary, acceſs to her was 
ſo eafie, her converſation fo free, and 
her whole deportment ſo modeſt, that 
had ſhe been the Daughter of a little 
Duke of Saluzzo, or an Evuſtochia 
Laura raifed by her virtue, ſhe could 
not have taken leſs ſtate upon her : 
All the Learned found the good ef- 
efie&s of her Patronage, and were as 
liberal in ſetting out her Virtues, as 
ſhe could be towards their ſupport : 
The Poor and the Sick were ſure of 
relief, and Orphans of care and pro- 
teion. So that in the whole City 
of Ferrara there was ſcarce a perſon, 
that could not ſhew ſome inſtance of 
that unlimited goodneſs which had fo 
long time diffuſed it ſelf upon all her 
ſubjects without miſſing rich or Poor: 

rince 
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Prince Lewis after his return from 
France, whither he went to accom- 
pany the Dutcheſs his Mother, was 
created Cardinal; and while the joy 
of ' his promotion filled the Court 
with Balls and Banquets, the death of 
the Dutcheſs Lucretia changed the 
ſcene * ſhe had lived but anflae: 
months with her Husband, and had 
left him childleſs ; -yet this was in 
ſome meaſure repaired by the birth 
of Ceſar the Son of Alphonſaus, and Ju- 
lia of Urbin in whom the Duke could 
not want a Succeſſor. 

Cardinal Hippolytus had been Le- 
gate in France, and returning thence 
with the Cardinal of Lorrain, and 
many French and Italia Noblemen, 
they were all treated at his Nephews 
Court, where at the ſame time there 
happened to be ſeveral other Princes; 
and then it was that Hippolytws'play- 
ing at Cards, with'a vaſt ſimm'at 
ſtake, and all the good Cards in- his 
hand,'made a hard ſhift to loſe,”whiſ: 
pering to one of his Confidents,” who 
ſeeing his hand feemed farprized, that 
he was more a Gentleman than'to win 
ſ{o'much money of ſtrangers at the 
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Court of Ferrara ; but if he had ſuch 


luck in France or at Rome, he knew 
how to make the beſt of it. 

The Duke was eaſily reconciled to 
a ſecond marriage, when the Empe- 
rour Maximilian proffered him the 
Princeſs Barbara his Daughter; the 
Cardinal Lewis went to meet her at 
Trent, and brought her to Ferrara 
with all the ſtate that either the 
Princes of E/ie, or that City could 
ſhew upon ſo ſolemn an occafion. 
The War in Hungary growing hot 
with the Turk, Maximilian invited 
the Chriſtian Princes to his afliſtance, 
and thither went the Duke of Fer- 
rara with fifteen hundred Horſe, ha- 
ving ſent the Officers of his Houſe- 
hold before with the Baggage : ſoon 
after their arrival in the Imperial Ar- 
my, Solymans death put an end to 
the War. This Expedition was very 
chargeable to the Duke, for beſides 
the length of the march, he had three 
hundred Gentlemen cloathed in Vel- 
vet richly embroidered,with Servants 


all in the ſame Livery 3 the reſt alſo 


were fo finely accoutered, that my 
ſeemed rather deſigned for a Lang - 
cade 
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cade than an Army; his zeal how- 
ever and his magnificence in this 
great appearance was ſo much taken 
notice of, that ſome years after they 
named him in Poland among the 
Princes who were Candidates for 
that Crown; and it was thought, if 
Maximilian had not in vain defign- 
ed it for himſelf, he might have car- 
ried it for his Son in Law the Duke 
of Ferrara. 

The Duke having no concerns at 
Rome for three or four reigns, which 
therefore I paſs in ſilence, ſpent his 
time in entertaining all the Princes 
that came that way, and in divert- 
ing himſelf. Great complaints were 
brought him of the Countrey peo- 
ples ſpoiling his Game at a diſtance 
from the Court, which made all the 
penal Laws againſt ſuch abuſes be re- 
newed; but they continuing ſtill to 
tranſgreſs, truſting either that they 
ſhould not be diſcovered, or if they 
were, that the Duke would not be 
rigid, a more effeQual courſe was 
found out : for ſeveral high-way-men 


being ſentenced for other crimes to 
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in thoſe fields, ſome with Partridges, 
ſome with Pheaſants, ſome with Hares 
about their legs, the Dukes Officers 
giving out that they were put to 
death for killing ſuch. This fo fright- 
ed the people, that never was Game 
in 1taly ſo preſerved, as in the Coun- 
trey about Ferrara; but withall it 
lid et in them ſuch an Opinion 
of the Dukes cruelty, that they could 
never afterwards be brought to have 
ahearty kindneſs for him: and though 
others who were privy to the thing, 
laboured to diſabuſe them, yet it was 
now ſunk too deep to be removed. 
The Dutcheſs Barbara being dead, 
the Duke was again married to a 
Daughter of Martora; but there be- 
ing no hopes at Children by any, he 
an to look upon Ceſar, the Son 
of his Uncle Alphonſ#s, as moſt like- 
ly now to ſucceed him : with this 
proſpe&t he red a marriage for 
him with the Great Dukes Daughter, 
and made him larger appointments 
than formerly. Sixtus Duintws bei 
lately choſen Pope, Ceſar by the 


Dukes advice went to Rome, whence 


he returned very well ſatisfied : ſoon 
after 
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after died, Lewis the Cardinal to the 
great grief of the Duke his Brother, 
and this grief was not digeſted when 
he had news from Blozs of the fatal 
deaths of the Duke and Cardinal of 
Guiſe, whoſe Mother was the Dukes 
Eldeſt Siſter. 
\.  Jtaly had been a conſiderable time 
without War, but the Bandito's were 
now grown more terrible than any 
Enemy; eſpecially in Rowagna, where 
liſting themſclves in three Companies, 
above fix hundred in all, they put 
the whole Countrey under Contri- 
bution, they had the 1impudence to 
eret Judicatures, try men for their 
Lives, give Paſlports, and Comm 
ſions, impoſe Taxes, and to aCt by a 
Soveraign; Power they had aſſumed 
to themſelves; they mocked all Prin- 
ces, eſpecially the Pope, upon whom 
they lay heavieſt z and when ever 
thoſe of Religious Orders were 
brought before them, they would 
have them fall down and worſhip 
them : If any Town failed to ſend 
them what they required, within a 
few dayes it was ſure to ſmart for it; 
for they being all deſperate ——_—_ 
WC 
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well armed, there was no reſiſting 
them, till upon grievous complaints 
of their cruelty, the Duke ſent Count 
Montecuculi, with ſome other good 
Officers, and ſeveral Companies well 
provided with ammunition, who in. 
two months time killed the Chief of 
them, and diſſipated the reſt, of 
whom few eſcaped, the whole Coun- 
trey riſing upon them, 
The Duke being grieved at the 
loſs of his Brother,and of his Nephews, 
as alſo to ſee himſelf decay apace 
without Children, ſent to the Empe- 
rours Court to renew the inveſtiture 
of the Dutchy of Modena and Regio 
to himſelf and his Couſin Ceſar 3 
which was accordingly done without 
any difficulty : at Rome he was not ſo 
fairly dealt with, but put off with 
empty excuſes from time to time, and 
the Popes dying before the buſineſs 
could be brought to an Iffue, in the 
next reign he was obliged to begin 
again, When he heard of the EleCti- 
on of Clement the eighth, he did not 
queſtion, but he was fallen into 
good hands, Clemert's Father, having 
raiſed himſelf by the bounty of the 
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late Duke, and of his Uncle Hippo- 
lztws, not only from a low but from 
a necelfitous condition, as Clement 
had alwayes own'd while a Cardinal ; 
butnow being Pope he grew more re- 
ſerved in his acknowledgements, yet 
upon every occaſion expreſſed a moſt 
particular zeal forthe Houſe of Eee : 
The Duke truſting in his kindneſs, 
and foreſceing his own death at hand, 
made his laſt Will, by which he de- 
clared his Couſin Prince Ceſar his 
Heir; three or four dayes after he 
was taken ill of a feaver, in which 
at firſt there appeard no danger, but 
the malignity of the diſtemper diſco- 
vering it ſelf, and Nature being quite 
ſpent, he called to him Prince Ceſar, 
made'his Will be opened, and read in 
the preſence of many of the Nobi- 
lity, recommended his particular 
Friends and Servants to his Couſins 
care-z exhorted him to be a Juſt 
Prince, and the Nobility to continue 
dutifull and obedient as he had ever 
found 'them 3 and then died with 
great compoſure of mind. . He was 
tall of ſtature and well-proportiond, 
of a freſh complexion, and a _ 
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full countenance; and beſides the or- 
dinary traits of a good face, had ac- 
cording to the obſervation of one 
that knew him, ſome thing of Maje- 
[ty proper to the Houſe of E/z# ; 
which challenged an awfull Revye- 
rence as well as Love from all that 
beheld him : They were diſappointed 
who expected treaſures at his death, 
and no wonder, for the conſtant 
charge of his Court, with the extra- 
ordinary charities he did in time of 
Famine, gave a full account-of his 
Revenue. The Court of Ferrara, 
though very ancient, yet may be ſaid 
to have recetved its firſt Luſtre from 
the Marqueſs Nicolazs, before Euge- 
nizs the fourth kept his Council 
there. Leoxel did endeavour to1mi- 
tate.his Father but Borſgzs his ſecond 
Son, and the firſt Duke, raved things 
to a higher pitch, and became famous 
all Exrope over for the greatneſs in 
which he lived. Hercules the firſt, 
with his Dutcheſs Leozora of Arra- 
gorr, added every thing that was Gen- 
tile at the Court of Naples, making 
Ferrara not only a/Court fit for.Gen- 
tlemen, as it was in the time of Bur- 
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fas who lived fingle, but for Ladies 
alſo: under Alphonſ#s the firſt, not- 
withſtanding his conſtant -War , no- 
thing of the former ſtate was loft. 
And when Hercules the ſecond 
brought his Dutcheſs Renata from 
France, the alterations ſhe made were 
much for the better : - But the late 
Duke did yet outdo thoſe that went 
before him, rendering his Court an 
Epitome of whatever was fine or 
great in France, Germany or Italy. 
Princes came long journeys on pur- 
poſe to ſee it, and by all their con- 
feſſions, though ſome Courts might 
be greater, yet none in other reſpedts 
did come near that of Ferrara. 

Nor was it an empty ſhew:; for 
with that noble entertainment fuch 
as Italy has not ſince ſeen for ſtran- 
gers of all qualities, ſome thouſands 
of poor had their daily maintenance 
#hence : The young Gentlemen'of 
Quality were at ſuch an age received 
into the number of the Dukes Pages, 
and bred up to all manner of exer- 
ciſe beyond any Academy of the 
world ; and owing their Education 
to their Prince , for the moſt part 
they 
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they dedicated their lives to his fer- 
vice, either being entertained as Of- 
ficers of his Houſehold, as Captains 
of his Guards, as Governours of his 
Caſtles; or employed as Miniſters in 
foreign Courts, where the Ambaſla- 
dors of Ferrara. in their Equipage 
and behaviour gave ſtrangers ſome 
notion of the place from whence they 
came. None of the Dukes Subjects 
that excelled in any thing needed 
go to a foreign Court for want of 
encouragement at home z and Cava- 
her Gzarini the Author of Paſtor 
Fido, who raſhly engaged himſelf to ' 
the Duke of Savoy, much repented 
him of his change, but could not a- 
again be reſtored to his Countrey, or 
to the favour of his Prince, who 
thought himſelf affronted by his de- 
parture. The loſs of Grarini was 
ſufficiently repaired in the great Tor- 
quato Taſſo a Neapolitan born, who 
1n his diſtreſs, as he himſelf owns, 
found ſhelter at Ferrara - There it 
was that he compoſed his Gieruſa- 
lemme Liberata, eſteemed to be abſo- 
wg, ar beſt Heroick Poem of all 
the Moderrs. 
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The happy influence a Virtuons 
Court has upon all near it, was, here 
apparent : for the whole City reſem- 
bled a great Univerſity ; Academies 
being creed for Painting, Mufick, 
Poetry , Mathemarticks, and the hike 
in every corner ; the very Monafte- 
ries and Nunneries tarned Seminares 
of Virtue, and moſt Citizens confult- 
ing the capacity and genius of their 
Children ſpared no charge 1n breed- 


- Ing them to what one day they ho- 


ped might advance their fortunes m 


| the Court they little imagined this 


envied felicity was fo near a period, 
that Alphonſus the ſecond was to be 
the laſt Dake of Ferrara, or that 
the Court : of E/?# was to be remo- 
ved to another City; while they ha- 
ving no Prince either to reward their 
Virtue or redrefs their grievances, 
wete to be left to the mercy of Mi- 
niſters , that bought their places at 
Rome, arid came thither only to re- 
imburte themſelves at Ferrara's coft. 


CHAP. 


of the Houſe of Eſte. 
CHAP. XV. 


The pretended devolution of the Diutchy 
of Ferrara, Clement the eighths man- 
ner of proceeding with Duke Czar, 
and his retirement to Modena. 

Hen the death of A/phonſas 
Y was known at. Rome, it was 
preſently given out. there, that. the 

Dutchy of Ferrara came by devolu- 

tion to the Pope, becauſe the pre- 

ſeat Dukes Father the Son of A, = 
ſas the firſt, was not as they falſely 
pretended at Rome, begot in lawfull - 
wedlock, nor Laxra: Exftochia whom 
we upon good grounds call Alphox- 
ſ«s's third Dutcheks, ever married. to 
him : That which gave the riſe to this 
report was the familiarity-obſerved 
betwixt the Duke and tlys Lady. be- 
fore they owned. a marriage., and 
their having been married privately 
without any of the formalities ob- 
ſerved by Princes upon ſuch. occa- 
fions.. This nſus did to hu- 
mour his Son Hercules by his former 


Dutcheſs, who had no kindneſs for 
| = 4 
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the Lady Layra; and therefore he 
ve too much way afterwards to this 
Fe report, being ' angry likewiſe 
with ber Sons, his younger Brothers, 
becauſe his greatneſs was impaired by 
the loſs of the Lands, and indepen- 
dent mg war beſtowed upon 
them by Alphonſaus. But to clear a 
matter of ſuch importance, and to do 
pnrax to one of the moſt Illuſtrious 
aces 1n the world , I have at the 
end of this Hiſtory ſet down in 1t4- 
Han and Engliſh what was offered in 
writing to Orbaz the eighth by the 
prefent Duke of Modena Grand-fa- 
ther Francis the firſt, who if he had 
lived, was likely enough to have 
made good his Title to Ferrara by 
his Sword, as well as his Pen; being 
the ſtouteſt Prince, and greateſt Cap- 
tain of [taly in our age. To the 
Dukes own words then as of unque- 
ſtionable Authority, 1 refer the Im- 
partial Reader, not doubting but 
they will ſatisfie others as much as 

they did my (elf. | 
The death of Al/phonſus the ſecond 
being publiſhed, and the whole Ma- 
giltracy, Nobility and Repreſenta- 
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tives of the People being aſſembled, 
the Judge of the twelve Saviz, after 
having condoled the loſs of the late 
Duke, commanded his Will to be 
read openly; and then according to 
the ancient cuſtom of that City, 
asked them if they were not willing 
to have Don Ceſar of Eſte the 
Grandchild of A/phonſu the firſt, and 
theTeſtators Couſin German,for their 
Prince, to which all did anſwer in 
the affirmative, and with great ac- 
clamations of joy declared Ceſar Duke 
of Ferrara, &c, Next morning in a 
ſolemn manner they came to the Pa- 
lace” to pay their homage to their 
New Duke, who fitting upon a 
Throne in his Ducal habit, received 
them, and the Judge of the Sav:z 
kneeling before the Throne, did in 
the name of all the reſt deliver him 
the Sword and Scepter : Then Ceſar 
with his Ducal Crown upon his head 
coming out of his Palace, and taking 
Horſe in the great Piazza, having the 
Ambaſlador of Florence upon. his 
right hand, and the Judge of the S4- 
vii upon his left , the Marqueſs of 
Bentivoglio, carrying thenaked Sword 
before 
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before him, began his Cavalcade 
through the City : all the ſtreets as he 
paſt, ecchoing, with Long live Ceſar 
Duke of Ferrara; the Cavalcade end- 
ed at the great Church, where after 
High Maſs, the Judge did adminiſter 
him his Coronation Oath, and then 
Te Deum being ſung, he returned to 
his Palace. 

The ſolemnity being over, the 
Duke reſolved in Council to diſpatch 
Ambaſladors to the Pope, the Empe- 
rour, the Kings of France and Spain, 
to the Republicks of Venice ahd Ge- 
22044, and to the reſt Princes 
of 1taly, with an account of what had 
paſt : For theſe Embaſſies the Chief 
of the Nobility were deſigned, but 
afterwards he found his miſtake too 
late, when thatto complement foreign 
Princes, he deprived himſelf of thoſe 
perſons, who for their Loyalty and 
Intereſt could have done him better 
ſervice at home in ſo critical a con- 
Juncture. 

Advice being brought to Rome of 
- Are Coronation, Clement the 
eighth, without expecting , the Am- 
baſladors arrival, gave —_—_— for a 
Monitory 
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Monitory to be immediately ifaed 
out, requiring the Duke within four- 
teen dayes to render an account at 
Rome of the _ o_ his pro- 
ceedmgs. The Duke by an ex 

to hes Ra wt rin. 
divert the Pope from this violent 
courſe, by IEIOY Monitory, 
or atleaſt by granting himlonger time 
11 a matter of that conſequence of- 
fering moreover to refer the whole 
difference betwixt him and the Pope, 
either to the King of Spa», or any 
other Prince, whom Clement ſhould 
think fit to pitch upon : Moſt perſons 
thought the Pope would readily have 
complyed with fo reaſonable a pro- 
poſal, which yet he could by no 
means be brought to hearken to, but 
diſmiſt the Ambaſſador- without any 
hopes of an accommodation. 

After the Ambaſladors departure, 
the Pope called a Conſiftory, that he 
might have the advice of his Cardi- 
nals, before he proceeded further in 
what concerned the. Apoſtolical Sea 
fo near; there the Cardinals did much 
differ in their Opinions, ſome by a 
faint compliance with what they 
judged 
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judged the Pope enelined to, were 
for his going on immediately, both 
with his ſpiritual and temporal arms 
againſt the Duke others looked up- 
on this as a method not ſo ſuitable to 
the Apoſtolical See, where nothing 
of precipitancy ought to take place 
and therefore gave their judgment 
that his Holineſs was never to have 
recourſe to ſuch ſevere: remedies, till 
ſach time: as it appeared the Duke 
was not to be wrought upon by 
gentler means. But thoſe who un- 
derſtood what fair proffers were 
made by the Ambaſſador of Ferrara, 
did diſapprove of violent courſes at 
any rate z being of opinion, that the 
Pope had better wave his pretenfions 
to Ferrara, than by excommunica- 
ting the Duke, to enter into a War, 
and ſo kindle a fire in 1taly which 
would not eaſily be quenched : they 
urged that the City of Ferrara was 
well fortified and peopled, and that 
no Princes were ever more beloved 
of their Subjets than thoſe of Eſte, 
whom undoubtedly they would not 
eaſily be brought to part with. Be- 


ſides they had reaſon to believe the 
Duke 
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Duke had made ſure of his Allies, and 
of all thoſe who were already jealous 
of the Popesgreatneſs; whereason the 
contrary, they could think of none a- 
mong all the Princes of Italy, that 
would declare in favour of the Pope. 
The Pope ſeeing the Cardinals ſo 
much divided broke up the Conſiſto- 
ry without coming to any reſolution; 
but while he was doubtfull within 
himſelf, whether it were better to 
proceed in his undertaking, or to 
give it quite over, one of the Car. 
dinals having obtained a private Au- 
dience, told him, that notwithſtand- 
ing all the difficulties propoſed in the 
Conſiſtory, yet if his Holineſs would 
vouchſafe to follow his advice, Fer- 
rara ſhould undoubtedly fall into his 
hands without putting him to much 
expence, either of money or of blood. 
T1 confeſs, ſayes he, the City of Ferrara 
is ſtrong and well peopled, and that the 
Prince is there generally beloved more 
than any where elſe in any which per- 
haps may diſcourage your Holineſs from 
making good your Title; yet I queſtion 
ot but by the diſcreet management of 
ſome perſon of credit and ae 
Fhat 
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that Conrt, in whom you may confide, 
many of the Dukes friends may be gain- 
ed, his moit ſecret Councils revealed, 
and the City it ſelf made glad to re- 
ceive your Holineſs. We know, ayes 
the Cardinal, how Ferrara abound; 
with Nobility, whoſe Fortunes are nar. 
rower than their minds, and who can- 
e0t all exped preferment at that Court; 
beſides there are queſtionleſs ſome there, 
as about all Courts, who are angry with 
the Government, not thinking them- 
ſelves conſidered according to their me- 
rits. Opon ſuch ambitions and dif 
contented ſpirits large promiſes made 
in your Holineſſes name, will be ſure to 
work, ſuch muſt be made ſenſible of the 
happy exchange from a private Prince 
to a Pope, in whoſe power it is to re- 
ward Fa Virtuous, and thoſe who de- 
ſerve his favour, with the highest dig- 
rities, ſubjeFs are capable of ; and 
how thoſe who are immediately under 
the Church, have much the advantage 
of all others in their pretenſjons at 
Rome. Ard when the perſon, ſayes 
the Cardinal thws employed can ſhew 
bis Authority for what he promiſes un- 


der your Holineſſes hand and ſeal, they 
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will ftrive to out-do one another in their 
zeal to promote your ſervice. 

The Pope did heartily approve of 
this project, and as ſoon as the Car- 
dinal was gone, the French Ambaſſa- 
dor came to aſſure the Pope m his 


Maſters Name, That he was reſolved 


to declare for him, and to fall upon 
thoſe who ſhould appear 1n the be- 
half of the Duke of Ferrara. Herry 
the fourth renouncing the Reformed 
Religion, had reconciled himſelf to 
Rome ſome time before, and thought 
this a fit occaſion to expreſs his un- 
feigned zeal for the Church, which 
many fti]l queſtioned : But truly his 
abandoning thus the Houſe of Ef, 
which had for many ages adhered ſo 
ſtedfaſtly to the Intereſts of France, 
did little raiſe his reputation any 
where, except at Rome; nor doth 
this deſerve to be recorded by Po- 
{terity among thoſe Heroick ACtions, 
which have got him the Name of 
Henry the Great. In ſhort, the Car- 
dinals ſubtile advice ſeconded by the 
hopes of affiſtance from France con- 
firmed Clement 1n his former reſfolu- 
tion of ſetting all expedients a foot 
to 
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to tupn Duke Ceſar out of Ferrara. 
The Duke-renew'd his inſtances, 
either to have the matter in conteſt 
referr'd to the King of Spair, or at 
leaſt to have a competent time allow'd 
him to ſum up his reaſons, in which 
he was confident, not only to fatisfie 
all indifferent perſons, but even the 
Pope himſelf; but at Rome it was re- 
ſolved, that neither reference nor rea- 
ſons ſhould now take place; and that 
the Duke, for not complying with 
the Monitory, though it required of 
him things impoſſible, was forthwith 
to be excommunicated. That the ex- 
communication might give the ſmar- 
ter blow, Colonels and Officers were 


named, and Forces raifed to go a- 


gainſt' the Duke : there was alfo a 
great deal of money coind with the 
Arms of Aldobrandin upon the one 
ſide 3 and upon the other was a ſmall 
ſhip toſt by the waves, and S* Peter 
ſitting at the Helm, with this Motto 
in Latine, Noz prevalebunt, They ſhall 
ot prevail. 

The Duke being inform'd of all 
that paſt publickly, but ignorant of 
the ſecret practices againſt him, diſ- 
patched 
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patched immediately a famous Civili- 
an to Roxze, who undertook to ſatis- 
fie ſuch as the Pope ſhould appoint 
to hear him : Firſt, that the Princes 
of Eſte never held Ferrara of the 
Church as a feudal City, by proving 
which he removed one of the chief 
pillars of its pretended devolution. 


Secondly, that Alphonſus the firſt, Duke 


Ceſars Grand-father, was married to 
the Lady Lanra Euſtochia, of which 
he brought moſt unqueſtionable te- 
{timonies 3 and this removed the 0- 
ther obje&ion againſt the Dukes per- 
ſon : but the Excommunication being 
now drawnup, and the Forces already 
upon their march, there was nothing 
more to be done by way of Treaty ; 
ſo that the Duke was at length forced 
to have recourſe to his Arms for main- 
taining the Juſtice of his Cauſe : hav- 
ing therefore called the Magiſtrates, 
and the Chief of the Nobility toge- 
ther, he gave them an account what 
endeavours he had uſed, though un- 
ſucceſsfully to ſweeten the Pope, and 
prevent a rupture, that' now being 
neceſſitated to take Arms 10 his own 
defence, he hoped all of them would 

5 concur, 
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concur, and not ſuffer the Princes of 
Eſte, under whoſe auſpicious Govern- 
ment, they and their Anceſtors had 
for many ages enjoy d ſo great privi- 
ledges, to be violently and unjuſtly 
thruſt out of their Native Countrey ; 
then the method of carrying on the 
War being ſet down, every one 
ſeemed chearfully to undertake ſome 
part of the charge and danger, tho' 
in effe&, the Popes Emiſlaries had al- 
ready laid the train according to the 
Cardinals projet; and the Duke had 
now no greater Enemies than ſome of 
thoſe who were moſt in his conti- 
dence. | 
Upon the news of the Excommu- 
nications being publiſhed at Rome, 
and ſent by the Army towards Lom- 
bardy ; the Duke ſent once-more to 
Clement, expoſtulating about his ill u- 
ſage, and entreating him to conſider 
how hard it was to haſten ſo ſevere a 
ſentence, withour firſt allowing time 
and appointing Judges(as he had moſt 
earneſtly decreed) to hear his reaſons. 
And,Jaſt of all, he modeſtly laid before 
him how little it would be for the ho- 
nour of the Apoſtolical See for his 
Holineſs 
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- Holineſs to proceed after this manner 
in an affair wholly temporal, where- 
in he himſelf was both Judge and Par- 
ty, which made the Duke {till hope, 
that upon cooler thoughts he would 
think fit to put a (top to the Sentence 
before it were publiſhed in Lowzbardjy. 

The Excommunication notwith- 
ſtanding all the Dukes endeavours, 
being publiſhed at Bologna, and elfe- 
where, order was given to keep (tric 
watch at all the Gates of the City, 
where every perſon who entered was 
to be examined and ſearched, leſt it 
ſhould be brought to Ferrara, and 
aftixed by night upon the great 
Church : and people being now in a 
general conſternation , betwixt the 
news of the Sentence which was ex- 
preſt in the moſt dreadfull terms, and 
of the Popes Army, which was ad- 
vancing towards them, Father Pal- 
4 a Jeſuit, with the wonted atſu- 
rance of thoſe of his Order, demand- 
ed Audience of the Duke, and atcer 
having made a grave diſcourſe, like a 
Divine, of the great danger of being 
cut off from the Communion ot the 
Church, and of fortciting all choſe 

S 2 privi- 
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priviledges that Chriſtians enjoy, he 
put on the perſon of a Stateſman, and 
{hewed the Duke how unreaſonable 
it was for him to think of reliſting 
the Papal Power, with which few 
Kings were able to graple; he put 
him in mind that he had not to do 
with him who bore S* Peters Keyes 
only , but alſo his Sword ; that the 
Pope was no inconſ1derable Prince in 
what immediately belonged to the 
Church 3 and that beſides this, he 
had a party in all other Princes Do- 
minions and Courts, and could never 
be ſuppoſed to want affliſtance from 
abroad more than other Princes could 
reaſonably promiſe themſelves, and 
therefore upon the whole mater, af- 
ter great proteſtations of kindneſs for 
his Highneſs, and his moſt ferene Fa- 
mily, he conjured him, not to ſtand 
out, concluding that the circumſtances 
in which the Duke then was, obliged 
him to follow his advice, becauſe 


thoſe whom he moſt truſted were 


ready upon occaſion to betray him : 
that there was a deſign alſo upon his 
other Dominions, and that he was 
ſure the Pope wanted not friends at 
Ferrara, 
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Ferrara, who, if the buſineſs were 
not ſoon accommodated, would at 
length compaſs their ends in the 
Dukes ruine. 

When Palma was gone, the Duke 
began to refle& upon what he had 
ſaid, eſpecially upon the latter part of 
his diſcourſe, which he thought was 
not to be flighted , having reaſon to 
believe, that none knew more of the 
deſigns afoot againſt him, than that 
good Father and the reſt of his Order. 
Whereupon growing jealous, leſt Mo- 
dena and Regio might be loſt, while 
he laboured in vain to preſerve Fer- 
rara, a ſudden reſolution was taken 
to part with it, and the Dutcheſs of 
Orbiz was forthwith employ'd to go 
and treat with the Popes Nephew , 
Cardinal Aldobrandin. The Articles 
were too ſoon agreed on, but might 
have been much more for the Dukes 
advantage, had he pitched upon an- 
other Plenipotentiary than the Dut- 
cheſs, who molt palpably ſacrificed his 
concerns to ſecure her own. The 
Dake having according to the agree- 
ment reſignd the Government into 
the hands of the Magiſtrates, and ſent 
EZ 9 the 
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the Prince his Son hoſtage to Bolog- 
a for the performance of the other 
Articles, made what haſt he could to 
retire to Modena, for he now began 
to hate Ferrara, and that upon good 
grounds: Dor Mario F arneſe ſent thi- 
ther by the Cardina], having plainly 
ſhew'd him, that all his ſecrets had 
been revealed, and the manner of 
ſeizing on his Dominions concerted 
by many of thoſe about him, as Let- 
ters there produced under their hands 
and ſeals d1d teſtifie, and that the City 
was to have been delivered to the 
Popes Army within a few dayes, had 
not the Duke prevented them by a 
voluntary ſurrender. 

Nothing can excuſe Ceſar's part- 
ing with his Dutchy upon ſo eaſfie 
terms, but the evident danger he faw 
himſelf in of being betray d by his 
own Subjedts, who expected great 
things under a New Government : 
Yet we mult not brand all of them 
with this black mark of perfidy, as is 
too common upon ſuch occaſions : A 
few traytors may bring an undeſer- 
ved blot upon the Nobility and Gen- 
try of a whole Nation, which in ge- 
neral 
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neral abhors ſuch helliſh praGtices; of 
* which we had too (ignal an inſtance, 
in the never enough deteſted delive- 
ry. of our late Soveraign of blefled 
memory, where the crime of a few 
. was charged on our whole Nation : 
And the ſame harſh opinion might we 
| have of thoſe of Ferrara, that others 
have raſhly entertained of us, did not 
our unjuſt ſufferings put me in mind 
to vindicate them : the molt confide- 
rable then among the Nobility, and 
indeed the greateſt part did behave 
themſelves both dutifully and faith- 
fully towards the Duke; and foreſee- 
ing the miſery which was like to en- 
ſue upon the loſs oi their Prince, 
took their leave of him with unfeign- 
ed expreſſions of ſorrow, and moſt 
them out of love to the injured Houſe 
of Eſte, would have forſaken with a 
good heart their Native Countrey, 
and ſetled at Modena , could they 
have carried their Eſtates along with 
them. 

After this manner was the flouriſh- 
ing City of Ferrara loſt, I may al- 
moſt ſay, ruined 3 that very night 
Duke C2/ar departed, five thouſand 
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of the Inhabitants, who depended up- 
on the Court, wanted bread ; in a 
few months many of the ſhops were 
ſhut up, and the Tradeſmen forced 
to go into other Cities, not being 
longer able to maintain their Fami- 
lies there, the Nobility found their 
condition very comfortleſs, and thoſe 
who had betrayed the Duke in hopes 
of preferment were juſtly diſappoint- 
ed of their expetations : the New 
Government with new Cuſtoms and 
heavy Taxes, brought in ſtrangers 1n- 
to moſt of the good Offices which 
the Natives enjoyed under their 
Dukes; ſo that even thoſe who were 
moſt for a change, if they had fore- 
{een what was to come, would all, as 
one man, have ſacrificed their lives in 
the Dukes defence. Modena upon 
the other hand growing every day 
more populous and rich, became foon 
ſenſible of the benefit of a Court, for 
what was raiſed by Taxes ſeemed ra- 
ther lent, being repay d oftentimes 
with intereſt by the Dukes expences 
among them : beſides the Nobility 
who formerly gave their attendance 
at Ferrara ſpent all their Rents now 
at 
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at home ; ſo that in a few years the 
Inhabitants were double in number 
to what they had been before the 
Courts coming thither : But it was 
obſerved, that of {ixty thouſand per- 
ſons whom the Duke left at Ferrara, 
after ſome years there was ſcarce half 
the number to be found there, and 
at preſent (as I was credibly inform- 
ed upon the place) they cannot rec- 
kon twelve thouſand, and of theſe no 
incon(iderable parts are Jews; ſome 
Lanes of that melancholy City are ut- 
terly forſaken, moſt of the Palaces 
are ruinous, and the chief ſtreet fo 
little frequented, that graſs appears 
in many places. In a word, there are 
few inſtances of Cities, which with- 
out ſuffering by any long fiege, or ex- 
traordinary caſualty have decayed 
faſter than Ferrara has done 1n lit- 
tle more than fourſcore years ſince its 
Union to the Church. | 
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Riftretto delle Ragioni che la 
Sereniflima Cala d* Efte ha 
colla Camera Apoſtolica fat- 
to al tempo d' Urbano $9, 
dove {i moſtrera che foſle in- 
ſufficiente e Lontano della 
Ragione il preteſto di Cle- 
mente 8”* d'occupare li ſtari 


del Duca Czlare. 


L preteſio del occupazione hebbe per 

* fondamento la morte del Duca Al- 
fonſo 24®, pretendendoſs che lo ſtato di 
Ferrara foſſe devoluto alla ſede Apoſto- 
lica per Linea finita, e che F Duca Ce- 
fare Cugino ed Erede del defunto non 
poteſſe eſſerne capace come nato di padre . 
20n legittimo, eſſendo Don Alfonſa Fi- 
ghio, del Duca Alfonſo 1"* e di D. - mY 
Laura Euſtochia fra I: quali adducevaſs *** 
non eſſere. ſeguita la neceſſaria validita 
del re FP yo 

Luſingato da queſt apparenza di ra- 
ws 8® allora pontefice, ri 
uſſe 
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duſſe a procedere non ſolo con monitorii 
e cenſure contra la perſona del Duca Ce- 
fare, ma a muovere Farme a condurre a 
danni di lui Eferciti numeroſt ed a pro- 
enrareli con occulte negoZiazioni ogni 
maggiore pregindizio anche negl altri 
ftati che dal ſagro Romano Imperio uni- 
camente riconnoſceva :. di modo che Þ 
Ducs Ceſare per non poter reſiſtere a ſt 
potente auverſario; moſſo da giuſta te- 
menza, rilaſcio il poſſeſſo di quel ſtato 
nella maniera che fece. 

Che Don Alfonſo, - Padre del Duca 
Ceſare foſſe legitimo pel matrimonio ſe- 
grito poi fra il Duca Alfonſo 1" ſuo 
Padre, e D. Laura Exſtochia ſua Mz- 
dre, le pruove ſuſſeguenti aſſai chiara- 
mente lo dimoſtrano. | 

La Teſtimonianza deg Hiſtorici, 
della cui fede in caſt _{imils ſuole e dee 
farſt grande ſlima e capitale quando 
particularmente ſon molti, non ammette 
dubitazione alcuna nel matrimonio';, E 
wvaglia zl vero come puo crederſi che le 
perne di tanti e coſt celebri ſerittori 
aveſſero col pregiudizio della loro gloria 
coſpirato alla publicazione di coſa noto- 
riamente falſa, mentre potevano con 
tanta'facilit4 eſſere convinti di _—_ 
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_ che la Caſa d' ERE, cc. 
Ne de ſupporrſs che per adulazione 0+ 


vero per promuovere la propria fortuna 
nel migliorare la condizione degl altri 
condeſcendeſſere a mentire, eſſendo in 
quel tempo lontaniſſimo il caſo di que- 
ſta ſucceſſuone per eſſere allora wivi i 
quatro figli dell altra Moglie Lucretia 
Boreia. 

Fra Leandro Alberti nella ſua de- 
ſcrizione d' Italia trattando della Ro- 
magnuola, e parlando d oh yo, 
coſt preciſamente ragiona, * Oxores ha- 
© buit tres, 192 Annam Galleatii For- 
* ze Mediolani Ducis filiam, inde Lu- 
© cretiam Alexand. 6*% Pontificis Maxi- 
* mi, ex qua Liberos Mares 4. ſuſtulit, 
* Hlerculem 2%", Hypolitum qui poſtea 
© Cardinalis, Franciſcum &* Alexan- 
* drum, deinde Lucretia mortua, duxit 
* Lauram Ferrarienſent obſcure quidem 
* originis, ſed accerrimi ingentii, maxi- 
* meqz prudentie feminam, ex qua duos 
* Alphonſos creavit. Parole chiariſſume 
e che pruovano non ſolo il matrimonio 
ma i figlholi che webbe, uno de quale fu 
Don Alfonſo di cui preſentamente ſi fa 
menzione. Lo Scrittore era Frate, era 
ſuddito della Chieſa, e contemporaneo 
del Duca Alfonſo, poteva ſapere Ia ve- 


rata 
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rita del fatto, e quando pure la paſfione 


haveſſe havita forza di muover le egli, 
e credibile che 10n a favore, ma contra 
# matrimonio haveſſe ſcritto. 

1! Giovio nox ſolo perſona Excellen- 
tiſſima, ma Veſcouo, Coetaneo anco egli 
del prefato Duca , e pienamente infor- 
mato degl intereſſa de prencipi, ragi- 
onando di D. Laura dice, * Verum eam 
© probis pudiciſque moribus, & ſtate for- 
© 24 dignitate ad genium reſpondentem, 
© 5 a felici fecunditate commendatam, 
© legitime uxoris loco habuit, & geminos 
©ex ea filios de nomine ſuo Alphonſos ap- 
© pellavit : dal che chiaramente ft com- 
prende che'l Duca Alfonſo dopo lacquiſto 
de i due jighioli firato delle ſingulari vir- 
## di D. Laura la preſe per Moglie. 

Marco Guazzo nella cronica de ſuoi 
teri, chiama ancor egli Moeglie d'Al- 
fonſo Laura Ferrareſje Donna d'umile 
ſangue, ma per prudenza ed ingegno 
envito nobile. Lo ſieſſo teſtificano il San- 
fovino nella ſtoria delle famighie illuſtri 
a Italia, ed Andrea Teut Antore Fran- 
ceſe nelle vite deglt huomimi illuſtri, lib. 
5. cap.53. E firalmente Marc Antonio 


uarint Ferrareſe, e pero partiale della. 


chieſa, e che ſcriſſe tant anni dopo l6c- 
cupazione 
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cupazione di Ferrara, onde con molta 
ragione poteva dubitare dell indigna- 
Zione del Papa ;, Forzato della verita, 
conferma il medeſimo nel ſuo compen- 
dio ftorico delle chieſe e luogi pii dj 
Abe faprad dette Aut 

e ſupr te Antorita s aggiunge 
anco quella di Federico Scotto Dottore 
di chiariſſumo nome, e che. ſcriſſe ancor 
egli aſſai vicino a detti tempi, perche wo- 
lendo pruovare, Conl, 4. num. 17, e 18. 


Tom. 2. lib. 3. che a prencipe puo do- 


nare 4 ſua Moghe, porta per eſſempio le 
donazioni fatte a D. Laura quando fie 
ſpoſata dal Duca Alfonſo, con queſte pa- 
role, * Exemplum pune. in donamen- 
* tis milſis ab Alphonſo 1®*, Duce Fer- 
& rarie, D. Laure tertie ejus uxori, &9 
* filie Beretarii ab illo due canſa voti 
* adimplends. | 

Ne della fede degli ftorici diſſentono 
le depoſizion, che tutta via ſt conſerva- 
10 a perpetua memoria di molti teſti- 


mani eſaminati in forma autentica; onde 
conchindamente ſt pruova una publica. 


voce e ſama del matrimonio di cui ft 
parla, e tal on. e charriva a deporre d' 
avere con gl occhi propri veduta D. 
Laura ricevere dallo fleſſo Duca onord 


8 trat- 
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e trattament propri di Moglie. Agge- 
ungono ch ella godeva le prerogative che 
ad una. prencipeſſa ſolamente potevans 
convenirſi, vegnendo communemente 0- 
norata non ſolo da i. ſudditi, ma anche 
da i prencipi forreſtieri, ed ver aa 
tutti chiamata di caſa d Bfte>cognome 
del quale « intitolava anchella ſempre in 
tutte le ſcritture publiche e private, come 
pure oggi appare' per un infinita di ſtru- 
menti authentici, privilegi, ordini, let- 
tere, mandati, e ſtmili. 

Servivaſi del ſigillo coll” arma de 
prencips A Eſte ne ſuoi ordini e lettere, 
parlava in noi; era ſolita d andare per 
la citta con Gentilhuomini avanti, e 
dame in carrozze dietro : per eſpreſ- 
ſtone di quella fortuna favorevole, che dal 
untile ſua condizione Taveva ſublimata 
a quello ſtato di grandezza portava, 


ſcolpito nella ſua carrozza un ſole con 


_ wotto, Quia fecit mibi magna qui po- 


tens eſt'z e */ Duca ſuo marito ally- 
dendo allo ſteſjo fe battere moneta delle 


quali molti|ſune ſi veggono pure oggids 


con un ſaluatore a ſedere ed una Donna 
a ſuoi pied; colle parole, Fides tua fal- 
vam te fecit 3 ſego manifeſtiſimo ch'l 
aveva efſaltata al fſupremo grado di 

moghe 


che la: Caſa d*' ERte, ec. 
moglie. Ella dopo la morte del mari- 
to veſti per tutto 'l tempo che ſopra- 
vi abiti Vedonili, e % 20n _ 

e fatto, ſe tale non foſſe ſtata.” Dag! 
Onori e Ll nnd 5-agray9 betle 
in vita, paſſono i Teſtimoni ſuddetti 
alle dimoſtrazioni che in morte le fu- 
rono fatte, e dicono, ch'l Duca _— 
fo ſecundo el Cardinale Luigi ſuo Fra- 
tello col ſegnito di tutta la Corte Face 
compagnarono publicamente alla ſepol- 
tura, Onorando il Duca quel funerale 
col corrotto, e FCardinale col abito ſo- 
lito a portarſi per la morte de' parenti. 
La Corte tutta veſti da duolo, e furo- 
0 conforme all uſo, eſpoſte larme di 
detta ſignora in quartate con quelle 
de prencipi d'Eſte, Ona delle quale ri- 
connoſciuta da i Medeſimi Teſtimoni 
tutta via | conſerva. Onori tale Di- 
moſtrazioni di queſta ſorte a qual al- 
tro potevano competere chad una moglie 
del Duca 2 e come mai Alfonſo ſecundo 
el Cardinale Luigi prencipi chi nel por- 
tamento loro tennero ſempre ſtile e ma- 
riere proporzionate alla condizione loro, 
havrebbono tollerato non che cooperato 
colla propria aſſiſtenza che in forma ſo- 
migliante, ella foſſe _ quando per 


ung 
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una. Prencipeſſa della caſe loro non Ia- 


veſſero, effet tiuamenti riconnoſcinta. 

Sonoc7 .finalmente due ſirumenti Au- 
tentici e Legalizzati, che Sgombrano 
ogni nube di difficulta efſendo maſſuma- 
mente rogatiin Ferrara, luno del 1550. 
e Faltro del 1551. Let preciſe parole 
per quello che tocca il punto del matri- 
monio ſono linfraſcritte concordi ed uni- 
formi. | 

* Iluftriſſuma D* D. Lanra Enſto- 
* chia, Oxor quondam Iluſtriſſumi &+ 
s Excellentiſſuni Duc# Aiphonſt Fer- 
© rarie, Mutine & Regii Ducis, &c. E 
pur viveva di que giorni Ercole ſecun- 
ao, chi mal affetto, come ft ſa, a D. 
Laura ed a juoi figlioli, non aurebbe per- 
mneſſo ch' ella con titoli ſomiglianti foſſe 
in ſcrittura publica falſamente Onorata. 

E con ſuddetti confrontaſi un altro 
ſtrumento antico che dice. 

: Illuſtriſſama & Excellentiſſuma D. 
* Laura Ejtenſis, ReliGa quondam Il 
* Iuſtriſſumi &- Excellentiſſumi Prin- 
* cipis Alphonſt felicis memorie Ducis 
* Ferrarie, &c. Riflettaſt per conchi- 
uſrone del preſente articolo che qui ſi 
tratta di negozio antica, nel quale ſam- 
mettono non folo le prudve ronchin- 
denti, 
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denti, ma be cogietturali e preſuntive 
ancora, come ſono queſte, e tanta piu 
che non ft cerca adeſſo la verita del ma- 
trimonio per lo matrimonio ſteſſo, ma 
folo per legitimare la ſuccelſuone ne po- 
ſteri, nel qual caſo tanto piu facilmen- 
ok ricevouo le pruove le pin Leggieri. 
e di poca conſtderazione e, chel ma- 
trimonio ſuddetto' foſſe celebrato prima 
del Concilio di Trento, per che non vi 
ricercavano tante ſolennitd, e le provi- 
Zioni fatte in quella ſantiſſuma radu- 
nanza, furono per regolare i matrimo- 
i futuri non i paſſati, come pin volte 
da pin ſupremi Tribunali e ſtato di 
chiarato, ne mancherebbe ls ſtrumento 
Principale del Matrimonio del quale 
fu Rogato Gio. Battiſta Sarachi No- 
tario Ferrareſe : Þ, queſto ed altre ſcrit- 
ture concernenti la ſteſſa materia #01 
faſſero ſtate tolte* dal Duca Ercole, 
per auverſione che teneva ( come 5 EC 
toccato di ſopra) a i Duoi Alfonſs ſuoi 
fratelli, cagionata dal eſſere queſts fig- 
li d'un altre Madre, e dal wvedere che 
F Duca Alfonſo Commun Padre gl 
amava con parzialita d' affetto ed ave- 
ve loro aſſeenati per cio Fendi Liberi 
ed independenti e rendite dj non or- 
T 2 dinaria 
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dinaria conſeguenza. Reſtanci non 
dimeno per Gindizio divino tant altre 
pruove ancora che baſtano per ſoelare 
la werita. | 

Anzi a queſte ragioni indotta la 
Maeſta di þ erdinando ſecundo Impe- 
ratore, ed informato che Don Alfonſo 
fu veramente legitimato per lo Matri- 
monio ſuſſeenito,, non ſolo dichiard va- 
na la fama publicata in contrario da 
perſone mal affette, ma conceſſe anche 
FInveſtitura a me , degli ſtati Impe- 
riali non come a ſemplice ſucceſſore del 
Duca Alfonſo ſecundo, ma come a Pren- 
cipe chiamato e compreſo nel} antiche 
inveſtiture de miei progenitori, 

E perche non paia che ſua Maeſti 
ſenza le dounte precedenti ponderazi- 
oni ſi moveſſe a cio, accompagna la ſua 
dichiarazione coll inſraſcritte formali 
parole, * animoque bene deliberato & 
* ſano, &* maturo accedente conſilio. 

Reſtando dunque provato il matri- 
monio per la fede di tanti ſtorici, per 
la Teſtimonianza d'un coſt accreditato 
Giuriſconſulto, per la depo'zione di 
Teſlimom per eſſere ſtata D. Laura 
trattata ſempre com? moglie del Duca 
in vita, ed in morte per titoli, fotto- 
feriziont, 


—= 


r 
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che la Caſa d' Eſte, vc. 
ſerizioni, ſigilli, arme, veſtiti, e final- 
 mente per dichiarazione dell Impera- 
tore wien di neceſſaria conſeguenza 
abbattuto il preteſto del caſo di Fer- 
rara, perche provato il matrimonio non 
puo rivocarſi in dubbio che # figlinoli 
legitimati per mezz0 d eſſo non ſteno 
realmente legitimi, e per cio capact 
della ſucceſſwne di qual ſs voglia ſta- 
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An Abſtraft of the Reghts of the 
mo5t Serene Houſe of Eſte, a- 
gamst- the Apoſtolical Chamber in 
the tinie of Urban the 8", by 
which it will appear , that Cle- 
ment the Eighths pretence for 
ſeizing upon Duke Czlars Ter- 


ritories Was moiſt weak and un- 


reaſonable. 


He pretence for the ſeizure was 
grounded upon the death of 

Duke Aphorſus the ſecond, it being 
alledged-that the Dutchy of Ferrara 
was fallen into the Apoſtolical See by 
the failing of the Line; and that Duke 
Ceſar, Couſin and Heir to the late 
Duke, could not-ſucceed, as born of 
a Father not lawfully begot, Don A/- 
phonſ#s being the Son of Dake A/- 
phonſas the firſt, and the-Lady Laura 
Enftochia, tbetwixt whom they pre- 
tended that there did cot paſs the 


neceſlary tye of marriage. 
T 4 Clement 


>&o An Abſtratt of the Rights 


Clement the eighth who was then 
Pope, -being deceived by this ſha- 
dow of reaſon, took upon him to 
proceed againſt the perſon of Duke 
Ceſar,' not only by monitories and 
cenſures, but alſo by making War, 
by bringing numerous Armies a- 
gainſt him 3 and by ſubtile praQtices, 
working him alſo what miſchief he 
could in his other Territories, which 
he held of none but, the. Sacred Ro- 
man Empire : inſomuch that Duke 
Ceſar not being able to deal with: ſo 
powerfull ay Adverſary, and bein 
moved with a juſt fear, parted with 
= poſſefliori of that Datchy as he 

id. 

That Don Alphonſas the Father of 
Dake Ceſar was legitimate by the mar- 
riage which followed betwixt Duke 
Alphonſ#s the firſt his Father, and the 
Lady Laxra Euſtochia hisMother, the 
following proofs make moſt evident. 

The refincenel Hiſtorians(whoſe 
credit in ſuch caſes we uſe, and ought 

- highly to-value and regard, particu- 
larly when they are many) leave no 
ground todoubt of the Marriage :and 
to ſpeak the truth, how can/it be ima- 
gined 


f 


of the Houſe of 
gs xed that the pensof ſo-many, and of 
famous Writers, ſhould; to thepre- 
judice of their reputation; have con. 
ired to'publiſh'a thing notoriouſly 
alſe, while they could ſo eaſily have 
been convicted'iof a'lye? Nori 'itto 
pn. nn that _ of DS 
to promote their own for 
ay ha other mens condition, 
they would have condeſcended to 
publiſh a falſchood, ſeeing there was 
not at that time'the leaſt appearance 
of this ſucceſſion; the four Sons of the 
former Dutcheſs Lacretia Borgia'be- 
ingthen alive. 2% 
1 Leander Alberts in his deſcription 
Peedhran  ebagory 0. 
ſpeaki Alphonſws the firſt, 
theſe y.. words, * He had- three 
« Wives, firſt; Are Daughter to Gal- 
© leazo Forza Duke of Mzlany'then 
© Lucretia Pope Alexander the fixtli's 
* Daughter,” by whom he: had four 
Sons, Hercules the ſecond,” dypokitss 
«© afterwards a'Cardinal, Frazc#s-and 
* Alexander; in the third place} Exere- 
©-tia being dead; he married: Laws of 
© Ferrara, a'womary of mean' Paren- 
- * tage indeed, bur of moſt quick parts 


* and 
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© and extraordinary prudence, : 
* whom he begot two Alpbonſas's. 
Words moſt plain, and which prove 
not only the Marriage, but alſo the 
Sons he had, one of whom was A/- 
phonſw that we now mention. This 
Writer was aFryar, a Subjet of the 
Church, and Contemporary with 
Duke Alphonſus : he had occaſtan to 
be informed of the truth of the -bu- 
ſine(s; and if paſiion could at all have 
byaſled him, it is 10 be believed he 
would not have written for the Mar- 
riage, but againlt 1t. 

Jovins, who was not only a moſt 
rare.Perſon, but a Biſhop, Contem- 
porary likewiſe to the above named 
Duke, ;and perfectly well verſed in 
the concerns of Princes, diſcourkng 


.of the Lady Lara, ſayes, * But ſhe 


* being of a virtuous and chat beha- 
<viour, andin her beauty anſwerabke 
to her parts, and being happily re- 
* commended by her fruitfulnefs, 'he 
© had her for his lawfull Wite, :and 
© had by her two Sons, both of whom 
« after his own Name he called A4/- 
* pbon/as. By which we clearly un- 


derſtand, that Duke A/pbonſas after 
he 


54 


of the Houſe of Eſte, e-e. 


he had got two Sons by her, being 
charmed with the ſingular Virtue of 
the Lady Larxra, took her for his Wife. 
Marcus Guazzo in his Annals of 
thoſe Times, calls the Lady Lanra of 
Ferrara Dake Alphonſws's Wife, a wo- 
man of low Extra&ion, but for her 
Prudence and Parts truly Noble ; 
both Sanſovinus in his Hiſtory of the 
Iluſtrious Families of Italy, and Ar 
drew Teut a French Author in his 
Lives of the TIlluſtrious Men , 6b. 5. 
cap. 53. do teſtifie the ſame : And fi- 
nally Marcus Antonius Guarini of 
Ferrara, though he was a great friend 
to the Church, -and writ ſo long af- 
ter the ſeizure of Ferrara, that he 
had reaſon to doubt of his incurring 
the Popes indignation ; ' yet being 
conſtrained by truth, he confirms the 
fame in his Hiſtorical Compend. of the 
Churches, and pious places of Fer- 
Tara. 
Tothe above-mentioned Authori- 
ties we muſt hkewiſe add that of Fre- 
-derick, Scot, a Door of [great/ repu- 
_ *tation, and that writ alſb/near thoſe 
Times, who'while he endeavours 'to 
prove, Conf, 4. numb. 17,and 18. Fn 
2. lib, 
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Ar Abſtraft of the Rights * 
2. 1jb, 3.” That a Prince may make 
preſents to his Wite, brings for an in- 
ſtance the- preſents made to the Lady 
Laurs' when ſhe was married to 
Duke: A/phonſws in thele very words, 


© [couldigive an example in the Pre- 


* ſents/ ſent by Alphonſus the. firſt, 
© Duke of Ferrara to the Lady Lau- 
* 72 ns third Wite, and the Daugh- 
© ter of Beretarizs whom the Duke 
* married /'/jin performance of his 
* VOW. | 

Nor do the depofitions of many 
Witneſſes that were examined 1n a 
legal manner fince the loſs of  Fer- 
rara, and which are {til} kept on re- 
cord, differ from the Hiſtorians Te- 
ſtimony. : From whence. a publick 
report and fame of the marriage we 
ſpeak of is evidently proved, and 
ſome there were ready to take oath 
that they had ſeen the Lady Laura 
treated by the Duke himſelf with 
that honour and reſpe&t which are 
only due to a Wife : to this they add 
that ſhe enjoy d Prerogatives which 
were ſutable to none but a Princeſs: 
ſhe was generally reſpe&ed asſuch, not 
only by her Subjects, but likewife 


by 


of the Houſe of Eſte, &c. 


by. foreign Princes, and was by all 
treated with the name of the Houſe 
of Eſte ; which ſirname ſhe alwayes 
took in all publick and private wri- 
tings, as doth ſtil] appear by an in- 
finite number of Authentick Inſtru- 
ments, Priviledges, Orders, Letters, 
Commiſlons, and the like. 

She made uſe of a Seal with the 
Arms of the Princes of Efte in her 
Orders and Letters, ſhe ſpoke in the 
plural number [We :7] It was her cu- 
ſtom when ſhe went abroad to have 
Gentlemen before, and Ladies in 
Coach behind her. And as an exprel- 
ſion of that favourable fortune, which 
from her low Condition had exalt- 
ed her to that pitch of greatneſs, ſhe 
had engraved upon her Coach a Sun 
with this Motto, For be who 2s great 
has magnified me : and the [Duke her 
Husband alluding to the ſame, had 
Money coined, of which very many 
pieces are ſti]] ro be ſcen, where our 
Saviour 1s ſitting, and a woman at his 
feet, with theſe words, 1hy faith hath 
made thee whole; which was a moſt 
manifeſt ſign that he had exalted her 
to the eminent ſtation of a Wite. 
All 


An Abſtraft of the Rights 


All the time ſhe ſurvived her Hus- 
band ſhe went in the habit of a wi- 
dow, which ſhe had not done, had 
ſhe not been one. From the Honours 
and Prerogatives ſhe enjoyed in her 
life, the ſaid witneſles paſs- to the 
reſpe&ts which were pay'd her at her 
death; and they averr, that Duke 
Alphonſus the ſecond, and Cardinal 
Lewis his Brother, with a train of 
the whole Court did ſolemnly ac- 
company her to the place of bunal, 
the Duke honouring the Funeral with 
mourning, and the Cardinal with the 
Cloaths which ſuch Princes uſe to 
wear upon the death of their Rela- 
tions. The whole Court put on 
mourning, and as the cuſtom is, they 
did hang out the Arms of the ſaid 
Lady quartered with thoſe of the 
Princes of Eft, one of which, ac- 
cording to the teſtimony of the fame 
witnelles is ſtill preſerved : To whom 
elſe could honours and reſpe&ts of 
this kind agree, but to the Dukes 
Wife? and how could ever Duke 
Alphonſws and Cardinal Lewis who 
were Princes, that in their carriage 
ob'erved alwayes a ſtate and car- 
riage 
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of the Honſe of Eſte, exc. 


riage ſutable to their quality, ever 
have ſuffered, much leſs contributed 
by their preſence towards her being 
treated after this manner, if-they 
had not really own'd her for a'Prin- 
ceſs of their Family 2 

Finally, there are two Authentick 
Inſtruments verified by all the forms 
of Law, which remove all manner 
of difficulty, and were with great 
earneſtneſs required and made ; a 
Notary in Ferrara, the one in the 
year 1550, and the other in 1557. 
The very words for what concerns 
the marriage do agree and are the 
ſame, as they are here ſet down. 

* The moſt Illuſtrious Lady, the 
* Lady Lara Euftochia, Wite of the 
* moſt Iliuſtrious and Excellent Duke 
. © Alphonſas, late Duke of Ferrara, 
* Modena and Regio, &c. And yet 
Herewles the ſecond was then alive, 
who having no kindneſs, as every 
one knows, for the'Lady Laura and 
her Sons, would never have fuffer'd 
that ſhe ſhould have been falſely ho- 
noured in publick writings with ſuch 
like Titles as theſe. 

And with thoſe abovementioned 


there * 
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there is another ancient Inſtrument, 
which agrees with it thus : 

".. © The moſt Illuſtrious and moſt 
© Excellent Lady Laura of Eſte, re- 
< liciof the late moſt Illuſtrious and 
© Excellent Prince Alphon/#4 of ble(- 
© ſed memory Duke of Ferrara, 8c. 
© being perſonally preſent. To con- 
clude the matter now in hand, we 
muſt conſider that here we treat of 
a buſineſs of ſome antiquity, in which 
not only evident proofs, but like- 
wiſe preſumptive and conj@tural 
ones, ſuch as theſe are, muſt be al- 
lowd ; and the rather, becauſe we 


do not enquire now into the truth 


of the marriage for the marriage it 
ſelf, but only to make the Succeſſion 
Legitimate for poſterity, in which 
caſe {lighter proofs may be the bet- 
ter admitted. Nor is it of ſmall mo- 
ment, that the ſaid marriage was ſo- 
lemnized before the Council of Trert, 
becauſe then ſo many formalities were 
not required, and the Orders that 
were made in that moſt holy aſſem- 
bly, were for regulating future mar- 
riages, and not thoſe that were paſt, 


as it has been often declared in feve- 
ral 
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of the Houſe of Eſte, cc. 
ral Supreme Judicatures, nor would 
the Original Inftrument of the mar- 
_ be wanting, which was requi- 
red and made by John Baptiſte $a- 
rachi a Notary in Ferrara, if this 
and other papers relating to the ſame 
affair had not been withdrawn by 
Duke Hercules for the grudge he 
bore (as we have already hinted ) 
to the two Alphonſws's his Brothers, 
both upon the account of their be- 
ing the Sons of another Mother, and 
becauſe he obſerved that his and 
their Father Duke Alphonſas loved 
them fo very tenderly, and there- 
upon granted them free and inde: 
pendent Feuds, and confiderable Re- 
venues : Neverthelels by Divine 
Providence, ſo many proofs ftill re- 
main as are ſufficient to diſcover the 

truth. | 
Moreover his Imperial Majeſty Fer- 
dizand the ſecond being wrought 
upon. by theſe motives, and inform- 
ed that Don Alphonſus was really le- 
gitimate by the Marriage that fo]- 
lowed, not only declared the te- 
port which was given out to the 
contraty by ill attected perlons, ” 
LL £ 


289 


290 


An Abſtraft of the Rights 


be vain, but did grant alſo the Inve- 
ſtiture of the Imperial Territories to 
me, not as the Succeſlor ſimply of 
Duke Alphonſws the ſecond, but as 
to a Prince named and comprehend- 
£d in the ancient Inveſtitures of my 
Progenitors. 

And that it may not appear his 
Majeſty was moved to do this with- 
out having firſt weighed well the 
buſineſs, he accompanies his Decla- 
ration with the very words that 
follow , that he declared this, © ha- 
© ving deliberated well upon it, and 
* having taken ſound and mature ad- 
* vice about it. oy 

The Marriage being then proved 
by the credit of ſo many Hiſtorians, 
by the teſtimony of ſo famous a 
Lawyer, by the depoſition of Wit- 
nefles, that the Lady Laxra was al- 
waycs treated as the Dukes Wife 
during her Life, and at her Death, 
by Titles, Subſcriptions, Seals, Arms, 
Habit 5 and laſtly, by the Empe- 
rours Declaration : It neceflarily fol- 
lows then, that the pretence of the 
devolution of Ferrara is overthrown, 
becauſe the Marriage being thus 
proved, 


of the Houſe of Eſte, ext. 
proved, it cannot be queſtioned but 
the Children who are by this means 
Legitimate, are really lawfull , and 
therefore capable of ſucceeding to 
any eſtate whatſoever. 


